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ward the gain was on the other side. This was in 
the same ward. 

If persons were tampering with the ballot-boxes, 
if the officers, if the aldermen, or any other per- 
sons under the sun were tampering with these 
ballot-boxes, how is it that they have tampered 
with them in favor of Mr. Verree? Is it to be 
supposed that the whole city of Philadelphia was 
let loose upon these ballot-boxes? Is it to be sup- 
posed that the friends of Mr. Verreeand the friends 
of Mr. Kline alike had access to these ballot- 
boxes from time to time to tamper with them as 
they pleased? That, I think, would be a very 
violent presumption. It is one that I think the 
House would not like to rest its judgment upon. 
It is one, I am sure, that no court of justice in the 
country would arrest a gentleman upon. And 
yet in that division Mr. Verree gains eighteen 
votes. But strange to say there was a gain in the 
number of votes found in the box in that division 
over the number returned on the night of the elec- 
tion of twenty-six votes, whereas where Mr. Kline 
gains by a transposition of votes, there is a fall- 
ing off of two votes in each case. But giving 
Mr. Verree the. benefit of that gain of eighteen 
votes, when we look over the returns from the 
whole district, we find that in one division Mr. 


Verree gains two votes; in another Mr. Kline one; | 
in another division Mr. Verree gains one, and so | 


on alternately through the wards. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate disagreed 
to the amendment of the House, to the joint res- 
olution (S. No. 22) providing for the payment of 
the awards of the commission to investigate the 
military claims in the department of the West, 
asked a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses, and had appointed Messrs. Suer- 
maN, Crark, and Laruam, managers at said con- 
ference on the part of the Senate. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—AGAIN,. 


Mr. JOHNSON. In the case of Butler vs. 
Lehman, decided at the present session, the gains 
shown were large gains—some two hundred votes; 
and I am free to say that where there have been 


opportunities to perpetrate frauds upon the ballot- | 


boxes, and upon a reéxamination and recount, 
the gains are large and altogether upon one side, 
and that upon the side of the parties who have 


had the custody of the boxes, it is a suspicious | 


circumstance to say the least of it, but that is not 
this case. Here the gains and losses are trifling 
and alternate. The large gains are made by a 
single transposition of the figures, as I have stated. 

Now, sir, the committee seek to overthrow these 
ballots by showing that their custody has not been 
such as to entitle them to that respect which the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania intended to be given 


to them when they provided that they should be | 


deposited with the aldermen and justices of the 


peace, and kept sealed up by them in their offices | 
for further purposes of investigation and counting. || 
They say they have nodoubt thatthe boxes opened | 


and counted were the identical boxes deposited 


with the aldermen, but they have doubts whether || 


the custody of the boxes was such as completely 
to preclude the possibility of their being tampered 
with. And, strange to say, they have thrown 
doubt upon the ballot-boxes because the contest- 
ant has not been able to prove a negative, to wit— 
that from the time the boxes were left in the offices 
of the aldermen up to the time when they were 
opened and examined they had not been tampered 
with. They say: 

“Upon the question of security, whether these ballot- 
boxes, when opened and recounted before the magistrates, 
Were in the same condition as when sealed up by the elec- 


tion officers and delivered to the aldermen on the night of 


the election, there was much conflicting testimony and 
much doubt.” 


_ Now, sir, the law of Pennsylvania is that every 
intendment must be made in favor of the faithful 
discharge by every officer of his official duty, and 
itis nota mere matter of presumption. We have 
no right to say that we fear he has not done his 
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| was not opened on that day as was expected, and was taken 


|} the next day. 


| oath. 





THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1862. 
duty, and therefore we will disregard his acts. || 
The law of Pennsylvania gives to every man in- | 
trusted with official duties the presumption of law 
that he discharges his duty faithfully; but here a 
presumption is set up against the aldermen—not 
against any one alderman in particular, but against 
the whole community—that because, forsooth, 
there is a majority for John Kline of eight votes 
out of some eighteen thousand cast at the election, 
somebody must have tampered with the ballot- | 
boxes, that some fraud must have been perpe- | 
trated—a presumption that the parties have been 
guilty of a crime which by the act of the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania sends them to the peniten- 
tiary for not less than a year. 

I propose to follow the report, and to comment 
upon it as I go along: 

** Third Division Eleventh Ward.—The box of this divis- 
ion was received by Alderman Williams on the night of the | 
election, and placed by him in the vestibule of his office, 
over the door, upon a shelf with the other boxes, so high 
up as to require the use of a chair to reach it.’’ 

Now, sir, the act of Asserably does not state || 
how the aldermen are to keep the boxes. They | 
are to be deposited in the alderman’s office, and || 
there kept. That is the custody assigned to them. 
The alderman was the legal custodian of these 
boxes, and I think he has exhibited considerable 
care with respect to them. There were some 
twenty-six of them. He placed them over his | 
door, high up, so high that the witness testifies | 
he had to get a chair to reach up and get them. | 
They were all together. 





“There he thinks it remained undisturbed till the &th of | 
January, the day it was taken to the magistrate’s office to || 
be opened, a period of three months.’?’ 

. . . * | 

The committee say he ‘‘ thinks’? it remained 

there undisturbed. I have read the testimony, 

eis * 
and I find that the alderman swears positively in 
respect to it. There is no ‘thinks’ about it at | 
all. He swears positively that he firmly believes 
it was there. 

** He took it himself, with other boxes, on that day to the 
office of the magistrate for that purpose, having the assist- 
ance of one Samuel L. McKinney, the constable of the 
ward, in carrying and bringing back the boxes. The box 





again to the office in like manner and for a like purpose on 
Yet, although Alderman Williams believed 
the box when opened to be in the same condition as when 
it was received by him, the office where it was deposited 
was a place of frequent resort.”’ ' 


Did not the Legislature of Pennsylvania know 
that the offices of aldermen and justices of the 
peace were places of frequent resort when it pro- | 
vided that ballot-boxes should be deposited there? 
If they had been placed elsewhere, in a bank 
vault, for instance, we would have had the com- 
mittee raising their hands in holy horror, and say- 
ing that they were not in the place appointed by 
the law for them to be kept in. 

But especially, say the committee, this McKin- | 
ney was in the habit of going there; and tlien they 
refer to McKinney’s testimony: 


‘“* McKinney testified that on the day before the box was 
taken the first time from the office to the magistrate to be 
opened, in the absence of Alderman Williams, a person, a 
stranger to him, came to the office, representing to him that 
he had come after this box to take to the magistrate ; that, 
believing his story, he helped him to get it from the vesti- 
bule and take it away ; that it was carried away in a basket, 
covered up with a cloth, and kept from ten till three o’clock 
in the afternoon, when it was returned by the same man 
who took it; and that Alderman Williams did not return to 
his office till seven o’clock in the evening, and then not 
entirely sober.”’ 


The report tells us further that 


“The character of McKinney was attacked, and it ap- | 
peared that be had been convicted of ‘ extortion,’ er obtain- | 
ing money by fraud, and had been pardoned by the Gov- 
ernor and since elected constable of the ward. Alderman 
Williams testified that he would not-believe him under 
If his character is as bad as claimed by the contest- 
ant, the committee believe him to be a very unsafe person 
to keep the company of ballot-boxes for three months, or to 


| be intrusted with them, as he was by Alderman Williains, 


to carry to the magistrate’s office, and would be a very 
suitable person to do or connive at the very thing he testi- 
fies was done.” 

Now, here are the sage conclusions to which 
this committee has arrived. So far as the custody 
of the box is concerned, when McKinney helped | 


Alderman Williams to carry it to the magistrate’s |, 
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|| entirely sober is a falsehood ? 
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office, Alderman Williams swears that he walked 
alongside of him and saw the boxes all the time. 


| If the committee refer to the fact that McKinney 
was the custodian of the box, so far as his being 


presentat the office and delivering it to the stranger 
who came there, and that therefore he was an im- 
proper custodian, I have to say this: the committee 
does not reject these returns on the ground that itis 
presumed that that stranger, whoever he may be, 
who carried away the box og that day, had suf- 


| fered any fraud to be perpetrated on the box while 


in his custody. Notatall. Why? Because wit- 
nesses came forward to the stand and swore that 
this man McKinney was a convicted criminal, and 


| that his character for truth and veracity was so 


bad that they would not believe him under oath. 
Some eight or ten witnesses came forward and 
proved that he was that kind of man. But, say 
the committee, if he were that kind of man, it was 
certainly very improper for him to have the cus- 
tody of these boxes. But do the committee re- 
member that this man McKinney is the only wit- 
ness who proves that he had the custody of the 
box? They take his testimony to establish the 


|| fact that he had the custody of the box, but they 
| reject itfor other purposes. 


If he were so bad a 
man that he was unworthy to have custody of the 


box, how is it that the committee take his word 


for the fact that he had“its custody? Nay, more: 
how can they do it in face of the fact that Alder- 
man Williamsswears that McKinney’s testimony 
as to his (Williams) coming home that night not 
Alderman Clark, 
who has been alderman in the city of Philadelphia 


_ for thirty years, swears that he would not believe 


McKinney under oath—that his character for ly- 
ing is notorious. 

Mr. Ashe, another ex-alderman, who has occu- 
pied Mr. Williams’s office as a conveyancer for 


| two years and more, swears he was there on the 
| day and at the hour fixed for McKinney for the 


coming of the stranger and his taking away the 
box, and that McKinney was not there at all. 
Yes, sir; not only is this witness broken down, 
so that the committee dare not hold him up be- 
fore the House as worthy of belief in regard to a 
stranger having possession of the box on that 
day, but itis proved by a gentleman who has held 
the position of alderman and notary public, and 
who occupies part of Alderman Willwms’s office, 
that on the 7th of January, 1861, the day fixed by 
this man, McKinney, Alderman Williams being 
absent, he was there all day, and McKinney was 
not there. Then Alderman Williams says that 
whenever he went out of the office and did not 
leave Mr. Ashe there, he locked up the office. 


| The office is a part of his dwelling in the city of 


Philadelphia, and it is not to be presumed that so 
notorious a man as McKinney would have had 
access to the office and dwelling of an alderman 
of the city of Philadelphia, or that an alderman 
would leave his office open, so that parties of that 
character might find access to it when they pleased, 
I say the whole story is improbable. The com- 
mittee has not stated these facts as they appear in 
the testimony; and therein, I say, they have done 
injustice to the contestant here. 

It may be of little consequence, perhaps, to the 
people of the district, as to which of these two 
claimants shall represent them here, for the ma- 
jority for either was but small; but it is a matter 
of consequence when we consider that the insti- 
tutions of the country rest on the ballot-box. In 
these days, when we hear so much about fighting 
for the Union and the Constitution, let me say to 
gentlemen, that whatever enthusiasm and ardor 
have been shown for the preservation of the Gov- 


| ernment and the Constitution, if the time should 


come when the Congress of the United States and 
the courts of justice will disregard the ballot-box, 
they will find that every manly voter will be a 
subllar in the field to defend that right. They 
may yield all other rights. It is possible that, 
cei: duress and stress of circumstances, they 
may be driven to the wall. They may yield 
every other right, but that one they never will 
viel 
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‘* If,’ say the committee, speaking of McKin- |} casion, and after having brought forward from | 


ney: 

“His character te as bad as claimed by the contestant, 
the committee believe him a very unsafe person to keep | 
the company of ballot-boxes for threc months. or to be in 
trusted with them, as he was by Alderman Williams, to 
carry to the magistrate’s office, and would be a very suit 
able person to do or connive at the very thing he testifies 
was done.”’ 

Who proves the transaction in questign but the 
very man himself? Who proves that this box 
was in his custody and keeping for three months 
but this man McKinney himself? And he is con- 
tradicted by other witnesses, contradicted by the 
alderman, and contradicted by all the circum- 
stances of the case. Nay, more; it is contradicted 


by his own statement on cross-examination when || 


on the stand as a witness—where he was crying, 


driveling, wandering, refusing to answer, saying |! ©°' le com 
| mittee suspect—they find ground of suspicion in 


‘if | must, lL must,’ insinuating that his testimony 
would go to damage the character of somebody. 
Any lawyer, any man who has practiced in the 
courts for six months, will see the character of the 
testimony of this man. He needs no other evi- 
dence to show that he has been in the penitentiary. | 
He will see that histestimony isentirely unreliable. 

Then as to the third division of the sixteenth 
wasd, the report says: 


** This box was received on the night of election by Al- 
derman Mecke, of the sixteenth ward, and by him kept 
under the desk in his office till the 6th of December follow 
ing, when it was removed by him with the boxes to his new 
house, and placed with them ina boarded cellartill the ex- 
amination before the magistrate of the 25th of January fol 
lowing. This alderman was one of the magistrates who 
took the testimony for the contestant.”’ 

Why is that point made? Why do the com- 
mittee parade that in thetr report to the House? 
Is there a jot or tittle of this tesumony whichshows | 
that he is nota high, honorable mau? Why, then, 
have the committee seen proper to take the pains 
to tell us that he is one of the magistrates before 
whom the testimony of the contestant was taken? 
The presumption is, that the reason why he was 
selected by the contestant was that he was the 
nearest and most convenient magistrate to the wit- 
nesses who were to be examined. The fact that 
he was selected as the depositary of the ballot- 
boxes, shows that he was nearest to the place 
where the polls were opened. The committee go 
on to say: | 


* And when his own deposition was taken, another ma- 
gistrate was substituted in his place. Tie box was brought | 
by him to the magistrate’s office, two days before it was | 
opened, and left there by Alderman Mecke in an unfastened 
closet, in charge of no one.” 


In an unfastened closet. In another instance the | 
committee find fiult because the box was placed 
in an alderman’s office upon a shelf so high that 
it could not be reached by any one without the | 
use of a step-ladder or a chair or something ofthat | 
sort. In this casé it was put into a closet, but the 
closet was not locked. Well, suppose it had been 
locked: would not the alderman, in whose custody | 
it was left, have been likely to have the key in his 
possession and have access to the closet? Why 
then was this insinuation leveled at him? 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forney, their Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senateghad passed bills and a joint res- 
olution of the following titles; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House: 

An act (No. 15U) for a joint commission for the | 
preservation of the Atlantic fisheries; 

An act (No, 199) to provide for the safe-keep- | 


| twenty or thirty boxes stored away in his cellar 


the wrong box, as he supposed he had identified 
it, he became somewhat confused. He was told 
that he was mistaken, and he thought the box had 
been tampered with. He became somewhat ex- 
cited, or unnerved, to use his own language; but 
here is the testimony upon this point: 

“TT believe [ told him that | was unnerved. I had not 
slept for two nights, and U was fairly trembling then, which 
was shown by the flaid lamp which I held in my hand. 

** Question. Did Alderman Remick make any reply in the 
presence of Mr. Verree? If so, state what it was. Give, 
as nearly as you can, his own words. 

** FQuestion objected to.) 

“ Answer. I believe he laughed at me, and said IT was a 
damned fool; that is as near as I can recollect.” 


Now, sir, considerable has been said about this 
conversation; and let it be remembered, the com- 


the conduct of one of the aldermen, because he 


| seems unnerved and confused when he was charged 


with not having kept the box safely—that cir- 
cumstance is considered by the committee cause 
of suspicion against him, while the other alder- 
man who stood out stoutly that nothing was 














sion that the stickers were placed on the ballots 
after they had been returned to the box. 

But the committee have discovered another sys- 
picious circumstance in the appearance of these 
ballots, in the fact that the stickers did not show 
the twist, as the ballots themselves did. Now 
sir, I have attended elections for along time. For 
twenty years I have assisted in conducting them 
and in counting the votes, and I know how it is 
done. As I have already remarked, the plan 
usually pursued is to throw the ballots contain. 
ing one full party ticket into a pile at one end of 
the table, those containing the full ticket of the 


| other party in a pile at the other end of the table, 


and those which have been scratched, or upon 


| which stickers have been placed, are thrown into 
| another pile in the middle of the table. They 
| count them out in bundles of ten, and sometimes 


twist them up and sometimes they do not, so that 


| it may happen that the stickers did not get twisted, 


wrong, that the box had not been tampered with, || 


is considered as of having also given cause for 
suspicion from such conduct. I think it would 
have been extremely difficult to have pursued such 
a course as would have met the approbation of 
the committee. 

Now, sir, let me say a word about the seals that 
were placed upon these boxes. The testimony 
shows the practice which is followed in Pennsy|- 
vania. The boxes are prepared by the proper offi- 
cers and are kept from year to year. 
them become quite old. Ateach of the two orthree 
elections every year, the same boxes are used, the 


Some of | 


ballots are counted, and returned tothe box. The || 


box is then closed, tape is wrapped round it, and 


| sealing-wax is put upon it in different places. At 


| somebody. 


the nextelection the tape is stripped off, leaving of 


_ course a great part of the sealing-wax remaining, 
and the box is opened. 


3ut great stress is laid by 
the committee upon the fact that the sealing-wax 
looked fresh upon this box, and therefore it is in- 
ferred that it must have been tampered with by 


should be, and the custodian, under the laws of 
Pennsylvania, of each one examined; and every 
man of them swore that they remained justas they 


| were when they were deposited with them. Then 


why is this insinuation of the committee made? 
Why do they present these things to the House 


in the face of the sworn testimony of men who are 


unimpeached and unimpeachable. 

Now, sif, I desire in the short time left me to 
refer to one or two things more—to one or two 
other “‘ suspicious circumstances’? which have 
been discovered by the Committee of Elections. 
They find that some of the stickers on the tickets 


were placed over the fold in the ticket. Mr. || 
Speaker, the law of Pennsylvania requires, as the | 


chairman of the Committee of Elections did not 


| seem to know untilinformed by my colleague [Mr. 
MESSAGE FROM TUE SENATE. 1] 


|| folded with the names of the candidates on the in- 


Stevens] this morning, that all tickets shall be 


| side, and the office for which the tickets are in- 


ing and maintenance of United States prisoners; || 


and 
A joint resolution (No. 57) providing for the | 
custody of the letter and gifts from the King of 


PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION—-AGAIN. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Then a conversation took 
place in which Alderman Mecke expressed doubts 
as to whether this box might not have been tam- 
pered with. I have examined the testimony upon 
this point; I have not time to read it here; but I 
find this to be fact, that this word “ tampering”’ 
was putinto his mouth by the lawyer employed 
by the incumbent, and that it was not a word se- 
lected by him. 1 find that he was charged with 
being incorrect as to his statement in regard to the 
seals placed upon this box—in regard to the con- | 
dition of the sealing-wax used. And it would | 
seem that, having been so charged upon one oc- | 


tended on the outside. ‘The usual practice is for 
these tickets to be printed and folded before theday 


| of the election, and each voter, as he comes to the 


polls, brings his folded ticket with him; but some 
candidate who is anxious to run ahead of his ticket 
stands, or his friends stand, near the polls, and as 
voters approach with the opposite ticket in their 
hands, solicit them to vote for this particular can- 
didate. They offer stickers, as they are called, 


| which are nothing more than strips of paper, with 
Siam. I] 


| 


i 


the name of the candidate printed on one side and 
gum arabic on the other side, like a postage stamp. 
A voter, with the ticket with which Mr. Verree 
is running in his hand, approaches, and he is re- 
quested to vote for Mr. Kline. He takes the 
sticker and pastes it over the name of Mr. Verree 
and votes the remainder of the opposite ticket. 
And so on the other side. And as the law requires 
the ticket to be folded with the name of the office 
voted for on the outside, as a matter of course the 
sticker pasted on the inside must be right across 
the fold. Itis the only place for it; and this ac- 
counts for the very suspicious circumstance which 
the committee have discovered in the fact that the 
sticker was placed across the fold of the ballot, 
and from which they have arrived at the conclu- 


Then, again, it is said that these stickers were 
yellow, and that nobody buta blind man could 
have failed to see them. 

Now, | suppose that is true, provided the man 
looked at the sticker. If he did not look at the 
sticker he might as well be blind, for he would 
not seeit. I very often have my attention called 
to a friend of mine in the galleries, but after look- 
ing around in all directions, although my friend’s 
face is as familiar to meas that ofany man I know, 
1am unable to findhim. The eye cannot take in 
at once all the people who are in these vast gal- 
leries. So it is in counting these votes; attention 
isattracted by many things. There is the excite- 
ment of the election out of doors, and a disposi- 
tion on the part of all the election officers to get 
through with the count in order that they may 
learn the result in other wards. As officer takes 
up a ticket and cries out ‘* Foster, full ticket,” or 
**Curtin, full ticket.”” There may be a sticker 


| upon one of these, but in the hurry of the count 


| dere 





Is it to be wou- 
at, therefore, in acount of three or four hun- 
dred votes, some one or two of those stickers 
should get into the ballot-box unobserved by any 
of the officers? And because they have got there 


his 7 do notcatch the sticker. 


|is there any good ground upon upon which to 
The tape was round every box asit || found a presumption that the boxes themselves 


| are fraudulent? 


Again: itis alleged that there was a crack in one 
of these boxes, from an eighth to three eighths of 
an inch in width, through which tickets might 
have been inserted into the box. The committee 
have not told us what sort of a box it was, but I 
presume that it was the same kind of a box that 
is used in all parts of the State. The top of the 
box I presume was covered witha slide, and there 
always must be a crack or aperture at the place 
where the slide goes in. It was admitted on all 


| hands that this box was tied around with red tape 


and sealed with sealing-wax at half a dozen dif- 
ferent places. But what does theallegation amount 
to? We stand here to answer arguments and facts, 
and not to answer inferences. Are we to pile up 
inference upon inference, and when we find that 


| they are not sufficient, to get others, and all for the 


purpose of overriding the presumption of the law. 

The committee in this case have undertaken to 
accumulate all the inferences conceivable which 
will operate against the legality of the boxes. I 
regret that I have not had time to examine this 
case more fully. I did not intend at first to take 
any part in the discussion. The first time I saw 


- the contestant was when, at his suggestion, I pre- 


sented his petition of contest to the House. | have 
known non of his case since then until yes- 
terday, when I inquired of him what the report 
of the committee in his case was, and he replied, 
**they have counted me in, but they have re- 
solved me out.” I say that the committee have 
no right to draw the inferences they have against 
the honesty and integrity of the officers of the elec- 
tion. They have, I think, acted contrary to the 
law of Pennsylvania. That law authorizes the 
presumption that every officer has discharged his 
duty until the contrary has been shown. : 
Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, the House will 
have exercised a very high prerogative in decid- 
ing this case, if it reject the balance cast, and ac- 
cepts the returns of an election board. If a rule 


is to be adopted by the House of Representatives 
of the United States giving a person a seat who is 
not entitled to it, merely because he presents the 
certificate, such rule will in time to come work 
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unfavorably to gentlemen whose seats may be 
contested. The facts, as presented is this case, 
show that Mr. Verree, according to the returns, 
has twenty-two majority, while Mr. Kline, ac- 
cording to the actual count of the ballots in the 
boxes, has a majority of eight votes. Now, by 
what authority that majority of eight votes, as 
shown by actual count, is not to be credited to 
Mr. Kline, I want some better reason for than I 
have yet had, either in the report of the Commit- 
tee of Elections or the debates in this House. 
Every State has some peculiar law in regard to 
the mode and manner of conducting its elections. 
We have gone as far in Pennsylvania to prevent 
frauds in the ballot-box as the people of any other | 
State. The law of Pennsylvania requires that | 
after the election is closed the ballots shall be 
sealed up in boxes, with certificates containing the | 
result and the oaths of the officers inclosed, and 
that the boxes shall be placed in the custody of 
the nearest magistrate. For what purpose? For 
the purpose of settling all difficulties that may 
afterwards arise by a reference to the ballots them- | 
selves, which are, of course, the best testimony in 
the matter. I say that the courts of Pennsylvania 
have uniformly ruled that it is the count of the 
ballots in the boxes which must govern {n con- 
tested elections, and not the certificates which ae | 
have been given by boards of election. Although | 
the House of Representatives is the judge of the 
qualifications and returns of its own members, yet 
it occurs to me that we ought to be controlled in 
applying State law to the case by the construction 
put upon that law by the State authorities from 
whence the case comes. ; 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman will tell 
us to what decision he alludes. 

Mr. WRIGHT. The gentleman will find it in 
Parson’s Equity Cases. There have been numer- 
ous decisions made on this subject, and the spirit | 
of all the decisions, in my opinion, has been that | 
the ballots in the ballot-boxes are to decide in all | 
cases of contested elections. 

Mr. DAWES. How did the gentleman con- | 
sider the law in the other case of Butler vs. Leh- | 
man? 

Mr WRIGHT. I did not say a word in that 
case. | 
Mr. DAWES. But the gentleman voted. I | 
would like to know upon what principle he founded 
his vote. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Before I get through I intend | 
tosay something about that case to which the gen- | 
tleman has referred. As I have said, I want the | 
decisions of the courts of the State to govern in | 
this case and in every other case that may come | 
before the House of Representatives. I want the | 
chairman of the committee to understand that | 
am not impugning his motives or his acts. That | 
is no part of my purpose. I wish to show him | 
that when the ballots in these boxes were counted 
Mr. Kline was found to be elected. 

Now, to show in what a loose manner elections 
are frequently conducted, and particularly in this 
district, I will state a fact. I find that in twelve 
boxes belonging to the nineteen divisions of this 
congressional district which were opened, there | 
was a discrepancy between the ballots contained 
in them and the certificates of the return judges. 
This diserepancy resulted from no intention to 
defraud, but it is the strongest possible evidence, | 
if | may be permitted to use the expression, of the 
negligence that existed in the mode and manner 
of conducting the election. The testimony shows | 
that when the ballots were counted in the twelve | 
boxes which were opened that not one of the boxes 
agreed with the certificate of the return judges. 
Does the gentleman intend to say that this differ- 
ence was caused by fraud? He cannot prove that, 
for the difference was not all in favor of one or the | 
other of these contesting candidates. The differ- | 
ence affected both of them, sometimes favorably | 
and sometimes unfavorably. 


Now, Mr. aeae there is another fact which || 
e 


I desire to lay before this House. When these 
return judges met, and cast up their returns and 
made out their certifteates, five of the judges re- 
fused to sign the certificate of the election of Mr. | 
Verree. This board of sworn officers met to count | 
up these votes, and yet five of them refused to give 
their sanction to the certificate which had been 
made out. I have no doubt that those five were | 
a8 well satisfied that John Kline was the lawfully 

elected Representative to this House from the 
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| third congressional district of Pennsylvania as | 


they could be of anything. 
Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman refer us 


| to the page of the testimony where that fact is 
| stated ? 


Mr. WRIGHT. Yes, sir. Itis on page 119. 


Why, sir, it is only in keeping with another 


| part of this testimony, where one of the witnesses 
| brought before the magistrate by the incumbent 


ror “| know that Mr. Kline was elected.”’ 
“ to 


} 


w do you know it?” “ Because that was | 
the sentiment, opinion, and feeling within the | 


9? 


several divisions.’? There is a fact with regard 


| to this case. 


Mr. DAWES. Ido not see here any evidence 

of the refusal of anybody to sign the return. 
Mr. WRIGHT. Their names are not there. 
Mr. DAWES. Oh! 


Mr. WRIGHT. Whether they refused or not, | 


it was their duty to sign the return, and they did 


not do it. 


Mr. DAWES. I understood the gentleman to 
say that they refused to sign the return, and he | 


gave the reason for their refusal to the House. 


Mr. WRIGHT. No, sir. 


Mr. DAWES. The gentleman togk the liberty | 


to give the reason for their refusal to the House. | 


Mr. WRIGHT. 


The gentleman misunder- 


stood me altogether. I say they did not sign. I | 
may have used the words that they refused to | 


sign, but [ mean that they did not sign. 


Mr. DAWES. Then what did the gentleman | 


turn because they knew it was not correct? What 
did he mean by saying that? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Because I supposed they 
knew it. 

Mr. DAWES. I supposed the gentleman to 
say they refused to sign. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 


rolled bills, reported that the committee had exam- 
ined and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. No. 


294) requiring an oath of allegiance and to support | 


the Constitution of the United States, to be admin- 
istered to masters of American vessels clearing for 


| foreign or other ports during the present rebellion; 


when the Speaker signed the same. 
PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION—-AGAIN. 
Mr. WRIGHT. If the seat of the honorable 


chairman of the Committee of Elections were con- | 
tested under a state of facts of this kind, I suggest | 
whether he would not cling with tenacity to the 


ballots that were inside of the boxes, and which 


were his only evidence of election. Iam sure that | 
no gentleman would adhere with more tenacity to | 
a position of that kind than that gentleman, from | 


the knowledge I have of him. And so it would 


be with any gentleman occupying a seat upon this | 


floor. 


The aldermen who had these boxes that were | 
opened in charge, all of them swear that they are | 


the same boxes which were left with them, and 
were in the same condition in which they came 
into their hands. They identified them in every 


| mean when he said that they did not sign the re- | 


| 


particular. Now what authority has this House | 
under its constitutional right to judge of the qual- | 


ifications of its members, to say we will resort to 


an hypothesis by which the majority contained | 


in the boxes themselves shall be set aside? 


There are three ward divisions that are com- | 


plained of here in the report of the Committee of 
Elections. In the third division of the eleventh 
ward the count shows a decrease of three votes, 
as compared with the number returned, and Mr. 
Kline gains seventeen votes. The count in the 
third division of the sixteenth ward shows a de- 
crease of two votes, and the count in the first divis- 
ion of the nineteenth ward shows a decrease of 
seven votes. It was found upon the opening of 
these three boxes, upon which I understand this 
whole case turns, that there was a loss of twelve 


votes, as compared with the number returned. It | 


cannot, therefore, be contended by the committee 


that any votes were added there. That was all | 
regular. But the irregularity consists in this, that | 
the return officers represented upon paper a dif- | 


ferent statement of facts from what they were 
warranted in doing by the contents of the boxes. 

Why is it provided by the law of Pennsylvania 
that these ballots shall be preserved? It 1s in or- 
der that in cases of doubt or difficulty the question 











upon the return may be settled by a recount ot 
the ballots. What is the evidence upon which 
the judges of an election make their return? The 
ballot-boxes. From them they make up their cer- 
tificates, and that evidence, upon which their report 


| is founded, is made subject of inquiry and inves- 


tigation by the courts, if it be in the case of an 
officer whose duties are confined within the limits 
of the State, or by Congress if it becomes neces- 
sary to resort there. Now, if we take the evidence 
of the ballots that were found in these boxes upon 
a reéxamination, the Committee of Elecf6ns will 
not deny that Mr. Kline is entitled to the seat. If 
they evade that and resort to the returns, it gives 
the seat to Mr. Verree. The committee attempt 
to give reasons why they should dispose of these 
ballots that were found in the boxes, and take 
them from Mr. Kline and give them to Mr. Ver- 
ree. As the evidence in regard to that part of the 
case is very short, | wish to refer to it. The boxes 
containing the votes of the third division of the 
eleventh ward were put in the hands of Alderman 
Williams. There was a change of thirty-seven 
votes in the box of that division. I wish to call 
the attention of the House to the evidepce of Al- 
derman Williams. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman give us 
the page? 

Mr. WRIGHT. I cannot yield to that gen- 
tleman for any question; and he knows well the 
reason, 

The evidence of Alderman Williams, as found 
in the book, is as foilows: 


* Question. Have you in your possession and custody the 
election box containing the ballots cast for State officers in 
the third division of the eleventh ward, used at the elec- 
tion held in said division on the second Tuesday of October 
last; and if so, by whom was it brought to you, when, and 
where to ?”? 

Now, mark the answer, because here is the 
evidence that ought to rule the case: 


“ Answer. I have the box containing the ballots cast for 
State officers in the third division of the eleventh ward, at 
the election held on the second Tuesday of Uctober last ; 
the box 46 so labeled. To the best of my recollection, it 
was: brought to me by William 'T. Kennedy, an election 
officer or judge of the third division. ‘The box was brought 
to me on the night of the election on the second Tuesday 
of October, to my office, No. 226 Callowhill street. 

‘© Question. Is that box inthe same condition now that 
it was in when deposited with you on the night of the sec- 
ond Tuesday of October last? 

‘* Answer. Yes; 1 am satisfied itis.’’ 

Now, in that box there was a gain to Mr. 
Kline of seventeen votes. The officer whose duty 
it was made to keep that box in hiscustody swears 
before the committee, and his evidence is so re- 
ported to this House, that that box was in the same 
condition when it left his office as it was when it 
was brought to it. Tell me then why those seven- 
teen votes are to be transferred to the sitting mem- 
ber? Tell me upon what principle*you can take 
from Mr. Kline the seventeen votes he gained 
there, when the man who had the custody of the 
box swears that it was in the same condition when 
it left him as when it came into his hands, and 
transfer those votes to another? Does that come 
within the high constitutional privilege of the 
House, of determining upon the qualifications, 
elections, and return of its members? If sucha 
principle is carried out, though it may be honestly 
done, it will be doing wrong with regard to the 
construction which Pennsylvania has placed upon 
her law in such cases. The witness says, ‘* lam 
satisfied that it is in the same condition that it was 
in when it was brought to me.”” How was it 
brought to him? It was brought to him tied up 
with tape and sealed with wax and put into his 
custody, and he swears that when it was presented 
for the purpose of this examination it was in the 
same condition as it was when it was brought to 
him. I cannot vote with the committee to trans- 
fer the seventeen votes in that box found to have 
been cast for Mr. Kline to Mr. Verree because the 
committee have so reported. 

Now, how is it with regard to the next case? 
The box containing the returns of the third divis- 
ion of the sixteenth ward, and which showed a 
gain of thirty votes for Mr. Kline, was put inte 
the custody of Alderman Mecke. I call the atten- 
tion of the House to this evidence of Mr. Mecke: 








‘* Question. Please produce the box labeled ‘ State offi- 
cers,’ and which you say you received from the election 
otficers of the third division. 

“ Answer. Here it is. 

‘* Question. Was that box used at the election held on the 
second Tuesday of October last? 

“< Answer. I presume so. 
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“* Question. Is it in the same condition now it was in 
when you received it? 
 Anawer. It is, sir.’ 


There you have the evidence of the alderman 





’ 


who had the custody of the box containing the 


votes of the third division of the sixteenth ward, 


and which upon a recount show a gain for Mr. | 


Kline of thirty votes; and ay these thirty votes 
are to be taken from him! Tell me, if you please, 
upon what principle these votes can be taken from 


him, and this done for the purpose of giving the | 


sitting ymember a right to a seat upon this floor? 
I read further from the evidence of Mr. Mecke: 
Question. Is it not surrounded with tape, sealed with 
sealing wax in various places, the sealing-wax covering the 
tape ; and is not the box perfectly secure ? 
** Answer. It is, sir.’’ 


Now, sir, | know of no way by which, in com- 
viance with the statute law of Pennsylvania, these | 


»oxes could have been placed anywhere else. It 
is made the duty of the election board to deposit 
them with the nearest magistrate to the place where 
the election is held.” These two boxes, it seems, 
were put into the custody of these two gentlemen 
—mnagistrates. Now, with regard to the third, the 
report says that the ballots which were put into 


the box in the first division of the nineteenth ward | 


In that 
Now I re- 


were deposited with Alderman Field. 
Mr. Kline has a gain of seven votes. 
fer to the evidence of this Mr. Field: 


** Question. Are youan alderman for the nineteenth ward 
of this city? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

** Question. Have you in your custody, as such alderman, 
the division box of the first division of the nineteenth ward 
of this city used in the election held in that division on the 
second Tuesday of October, 1860; and if so, by whom was 
it brought to you; where to, and when? 

* answer. I have the box; [ believe it to be it; delivered 
to me on the night of the election, whether before or after 


twelve [ can’t say, by the election officers of the first divis- | 


ion of the nineteenth ward, at my office in Fifth street, 
below Diamond, in the nineteenth ward. 

‘© Question. Have you that box here now? 

** Answer. I believe it to be it. I have the one that was 
deposited with me here. 


| 





** Question. Is not that box surrounded with red tape, | 


which red tape is covered with scaling-wax, now ugbroken ? 
Answer. Yes. 
** Question. Has that box been in your custody ever since 
the night of the election in October last; and is it now in 
the same condition it was in when deposited with you? 


“ Answer. The moruing after the election, as soon as [ | 
opened my office, | locked it by, kept the key in my pocket | 


since, no person has had access to it since, and, to the best 
of my knowledge, it is in the same condition as it was when 
deposited with me.”’ 


Now, this is the sworn evidence of the officer 


whose duty it is made to take charge of these | 


boxes. He swears that to the best of his opinion 
that box remained in his hands from the time it 
was deposited until it came out of his hands by 
the process of taking the evidence in this case, 
Mr. Kline, as I have said, has a gain of seven 
votes in this ward. Add the results of the three 
together and it gives to Mr. Kline a majority en- 
tithing him to his seat here. If these boxes, pre- 
served under the solemnity and sanction of the 
law for the express purpose of meeting just such 
a case as arose here in this contested election, are 
to be treated with entire and absolute disregard, 
there is no necessity on earth for preserving them 
after an election has been held. 
House what right or authority has it to deprive 
the contesting member of what the law sivas bie? 


And I ask this | 


The law of his own State gives it to him, and the | 


justice of the House ought to award it to him. 


There were eighteen thousand votes polled in the 
third district. Mr. Verree came here, on his cer- 
tificate, witha majority of twenty-two votes. That 


certificate was only prima facie evidence of his | 


right to take his seat in the House. 


The actual | 


recount of the votes shows Mr. Kline to have been | 
elected, and proves him to be entitled to his seat, | 


As I have already stated, Mr. Speaker, the ey 
object and aim of the law in preserving these bal- 
lots is to correcterrors. If they have been tam- 


pered with as is claimed by the sitting member— | 
if the fact be shown that tickets had been removed | 


and others substituted for them, then I do not pre- 
tend that in that case the record should be the gov- 
erning principle on which the Houseshould decide 
the question of the election, But fraud is a thing 
which, like other matters, must be proved. The 
allegation of fraud amounts to no more than the 
allegation of any other infraction of law. Fraud 
must be proved. Now, show me from the evi- 
dence, if you please, in what part of this case there 


is proof of fraud on the part of these three alder- | 
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-tody. One evidence of fraud that the committee 
has discovered is that in the case of the * stickers’’ 
the pasters were evidently put on after the ballots 
had been folded. Iagree with the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee of Elections on that point. 


As my colleague (Mr. Jounson] has said, these | 


tickets had been folded days and days before the 
election. Itis when voters come to the polls pre- 
pared to put in their ballots, that the impression 
is made upon them to change their votes. The 
voter takes his ballot out of his pocket and puts 


. . . . | 
in a paster, if he is convinced that he ought to vote | 


differently from what he had intended to vote 
The chairman of the Committee of Elections 
turned to my colleague and asked authority for 
the statement that, by the law of Pennsylvania, 
tickets are to be folded. Undoubtedly that is the 
law. You cannot in Pennsylvania place your 
tickets in the box unless they are folded. In other 
words, the law of Pennsylvania will not permit 
others to know how you vote, so far as the ballot is 


concerned. Thesetickets,as I have said, are folded | 
days and days before the election, and if they are | 
opened at the window for the purpose of putting | 


a sticker er paster on them, why, as a matter of 
course, that paster would cover a fold. I do not 
think, therefore, that the inference which the gen- 
tleman draws from this state of facts is legitimate 
and proper. I think, at least, that under the ex- 
planation which I have given, the gentleman ought 


LOB 


| think it could not have done less. 


not to insist on that as an evidence of fraud. Ac- | 


cording to the report, the gentleman infers fraud, 
because there were loose tickets in some of these 
boxes. Now, it is to be remarked that it is in 
evidence by the officers of the election that sepa- 
rate tickets were put in the box 

Much stress is laid, in the report of the com- 


mittee, on the fact that a man named McKinney | 
swore thathesaw a manat one time enter the office | 


of the alderman who had charge of one of these 
boxes, take it oat of the office, and return it back 
again. Now, let me say to the chairman of the 
Committee of Elections, that he will find, as he 


has undoubtedly read in the printed pages of the | 


testimony, that the witnesses who were called not 


only testified that McKinney isa man of bad char- | 


acter for truth and veracity, but that they would 
not believe him under oath; and I think the sitting 


|| member did not attempt to sustain the character 


of McKinney. I know that in looking over the 
evidence last night, I found that witness after wit- 
ness was called in reference to McKinney’s char- 
acter. Among the rest Alderman Clark, whom I 
know very well, and other highly respectable gen- 
tlemen. They all swore he was unworthy of be- 
lief under oath. 


Now, when the alderman is made the custodian | 


of the boxes containing the ballots of electors, 
something stronger than the evidence of a man 
whose character is proven to be so worthless that 
he is not to be believed under oath is necessary 
to throw doubt upon the ballots. I think there 1s 
no reason given in the report of the committee, 
with regard to these boxes, why they should be 
thrown out. 
those boxes which showed the true state of things 
in regard to the election of that day, sealed, tied 
up, placed in charge of the aldermen, men of high 
character and standing, are of infinitely more force 
and power than the evidence of a man who would 
attempt to cast doubt upon the manner in which 
they had been kept, and whose character is so 


vile, according to the testimony produced, thathe | 


was not only not entitled to credence, but that he 
should not be believed under oath. That is not 
the way in which those ballots which were cast 
on the second Tuesday in October, in these three 
districts, for John Kline, should be disposed of. 


Itisa summary proceeding. Ido notcall in ques- | 
tion the honesty or proper motives of the Com- || 
mittee of Elections, against whom | have nothing | 
to say, but | hold that there should be some || 
stronger evidence than there has been adduced, to | 
| justify the House in refusing to give to Mr. Kline 


‘the benefit of the results shown by recount of those 


ballots. They give him majorities, one of seven- | 


teen, one of thirteen, and another of seven. Allow 
him these votes and he is entitled to hisseat. Take 


them from him and you give the seat to the sitting 


member. hs 
Now, Mr. Speaker, through a long practice in 

the courts of my own State, for a period of one 

third of a century, it has been my fortune to have 


men, after these boxes rere placed in their cus- || been engaged in a great number of these contested- 


Why, sir, the ballots contained in | 
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election cases; and the invariable ruling has been 
that it is not the certificate that is conclusive. It 
is the condition of the ballot-box thatis to gov 
in such cases. It is not the men who sum 
votes after a long day’s election, that are to judge 
conclusively of the result. It is the votes con- 
tained in the ballot-box that are to be conclusive 
That is a rule of law. It4s not only founded on 
principles of common sense, but it is a law which 
18 incorporated into a statute, and is entered on the 
statute-book of the State. Let us have an appli- 
cation of the rule which we apply under our own 
system of judicature in the administration of jus- 
tice in cases of contested elections; and I venture 
to say that no court in the State of Pennsylvania 
would, after a hearing, pretend to assume that 
because an impeached witness had sworn that he 


ern 
up the 


| saw one of these boxes (the ballots in which 


would not change the result) go into the hands of 
evidence of fraud 
as the law requires to be given. Fraud is not on! 
to be alleged, but is to be proved, as any other 
fact is to be proved. I have nothing to say with 
regard to the report of the committee as to their 
overruling or ignoring the want of formality at- 
tending the notice on the part of the contesting 
membef here. The committee has been disposed 
to give a liberal treatment in regard to it; but I 
[ refer to this 
as a matter which may, perhaps, be looked at 
hereafter. 

In his tenth specification the contestant says: 

** The examination of the tally papers and all of the other 


| election papers relating to said congressional election, and 


deposited in the office of the prothonotary of the court of 
common pleas, and deposited in the several ballot-boxes in 
said congressional district, together with a recount of all 


| the ballots deposited in said ballot-boxes, in said district, 


at said clection, will show that you were not elected, and 
that 1 was clected.”’ 


Now, the very point made by the contestant, 


| preparatory to his making an effort to sustain his 


case, was the allegation that on a recount of the 
boxes it would appear that he had more ballots 
than the sitting member, and that therefore he 
was legally and properly elected a member of the 
House of Representatives. The chairman of the 


|| Committee of Elections claims credit in his report 
| for having passed over that with some degree of 


leniency, so faras the contestant is concerned. It 
is unnecessary to allude to it here, because the 
case is taken up on its merits. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if the ballots contained in 
these three boxes (the only-ones that can reall 
affect the result of the election) are to be copanel, 
they show that Mr. Kline was eleeted. If you 
throw them out, then Mr. Verree is elected. And 
I call upon gentlemen who wish to act conscien- 
tiously in regard to this matter, to say whether 
that comes under either provision of the Constitu- 
tion as to the qualification or returns or election 
of members of this House? The man who is 
elected by the voters of his district is the one that 
is entitled to his seat; and no man can gainsay that 
position; and as, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
the ballots contained in the ballot-box are the only 
evidences of election, then I say that if, on a re- 
count, they show a result different from that first 
reached, it requires convincing, plain, I will not 
say positive, proof to show that these ballots have 
been tampered with, and are not to be regarded as 
reliable. Task the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections whether, if he were canvass- 
ing these facts before a jury of twelve men, he 
would rest his case before that jury on the fact that 
McKinney hassworn to in this case—contradicted 
as McKinney is by unimpeachable testimony. 
The issue before that jury, if it were traversed, 
would be, ‘* Were these boxes in the same condi- 
tion that they were in on the night of the election? 
Had they been kept as they were left? Were they 
justas they came into the hands of the aldermen?” 
On that issue, as the evidence is unfolded to me, 
it strikes me that no jury, on a traverse of the 
facts, could say they were satisfied in their minds 
that tickets had been taken out and other tickets 
substituted. Great allowance is to be made for the 
hasty manner in which the# contested-election 
cases are made up before the committee and the 
House. Because of the multiplicity of other busi- 
ness, the committee cannot devote that time and 
attention to the subject which is demanded, but 
which is too often neglected. Therefore I have 


always, in my legislative life, resolved for myself 


the propriety of voting on the reports of the Com- 
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mittee of Elections just as the facts of the case | a particular box. That the law of Pennsylvania 


presented themselves to my mind when I was || 
called upon to vote. | i masa 

But I do say that it would be doing a great in- || 
justice to the contesting member to refuse to count || 
the ballots in these three boxes, and thereby to || 
change the result of the election. 

| have now, in a few words, Mr. Speaker, dis- 
charged what I considered to be my duty in this 
case. That I have no feeling in regard to it I || 
cannot say. That I would like to see justice done || 
is a principle which I fully and freely acknowl- | 
edge. 


ST. LOUIS COMMISSION. i 
' 
} 


Mr. BINGHAM. Iask to have taken from the | 
Speaker’s table the Senate joint resolution No. 22 
providing for the payment of the awards of the | 
commission to investigate the military claims in 
the department of the West. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was taken from the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the House in- | 
sist on itsamendments, and agree tg the committee | 
of conference asked for by the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Bine- 
HAM, Wickuirre, and Wiison were appointed | 
the conferees on the part of the House. * 





| 
| 


| 
CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—AGAIN. | 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I had not in- || 
tended tg take part in this discussion; but I feel | 
constrained to say a few words before the House | 
shall be brought to a vote upon it, and the more | 
so, as we have been appealed to by my colleague | 
{[Mr. Wricurt] to act conscientiously in this mat- 
ter. There is a certain remarkable interview 
described as having taken place between Joseph 
Surfaceand Lady Teazle. Inasubsequent conver- | 
sation with her, Mr. Surface used the word “‘hon- || 
or,’ when her ladyship suggested to him that the | 
less he referred to that quality perhaps the better. 
And after the very remarkable statements of the 
gentleman, I think the less he says about ‘‘ con- 
science’’ in this connection the better for his con- 
sistency. Ihave not been so long in the practice 
of the profession of the law as my colleague says || 
he has; but, as a sitting judge, I — weary and | 
anxious months in investigating the facts and de- 
ciding the law of the leading election case of Penn- 
sylvania. For a period of nine years and nine 
months, first by commission of the Governor, and 
afterwards by popular election, I was a judge of 
that court to which the law commits election con- 
tests in the great county of Philadelphia; and I 
say that the law of Pennsylvania does not refer 
to the ballots for the settlement of such cases. I || 
say that the leading case, and all the important | 
cases that follow it, exclude resort to them except | 
as a possible aid to the judicial mind, to be re- 
sorted to only under the exercise of sound judicial 
discretion. I asked the gentleman to do me the 
favor, or rather to do the House the favor, of per- 
mitting us to follow him in the examination of the 
testimony. He declined to say from which page 
he read, and assured the House that I knew the | 
reason why. | 

Sir, if he mistook my request to be for a per- 
sonal favor, I know well the reason why; for 
Ihave known him from my boyhood and would || 
not expect a personal courtesy from him. But | 
what | asked was an act of justice to the House, || 
and why the gentleman should refuse it I cannot | 
divine. I am sure it could not have been for the | 
same reason that induced a tricky counsel, in ar- 
guing a case before me, in which he had astounded | 





| 
} 


the court and opposing counsel by reading as law | 
that which they all knew to be diametrically op- 
posed to the teaching of the books, to refuse to hand 
over the book from which he had seemed to read, 
that itmight beexamined. I amsurethat it cannot 
be that the reason which controlled him influenced 
my colleague—which was that he had simply 
omitted from the text the little monosyllable*‘not, ”” 
and thereby reversed the sense of the passage || 
cited. The gentleman did not contemplate any- 
thing of that kind. I am sure he did not. I vin- 
dicate him from the suspicion. | 
The actual count of the ballot-box, resolutel 
and earnestly as the gentleman asserts that it did, 
hever determined an eleetion case in a court in | 
Pennsylvania unless it was where the case, hav- | 
ing been brought into court, the parties came in 
and agreed, by writing filed, that its determination | 
should depend on an examination of the boxes or /| 


| knew that Mr. Kline was elected. 


is as I have stated it, may be ascertained by refer- | 
| ence to the reports of her courts, which have been 


examined by the committee, as is shown by their 
references in their report. 
of the statement that her courts have uniformly 


}| held otherwise, coming from the gentleman, and 
'| of his assurance to the House that, in a long life 
| of professional practice, he has been engaged in 


many of the leading election cases in Pennsylva- 
nia, and has never known a case to be decided 
except by reference to the ballot-boxes? 
of a piece with his statement that five of the return 
judges refused to sign the returns because they 
** Where do 
you find your evidence that they refused to sign,”’ 


says the chairman of the Committee of Elections. | 


‘There is no such evidence, but they did not - 
them,’’ says he. ‘If 1 used the word ‘ refused,’ 
I did it inadvertently.”’ ‘* How then do you know 
that they knew that Mr. Kline waselected?”’ ‘I 
judged so from the fact that they did not sign the 
returns.”’ 


Is this House to be swayed in the discharge of | 


conscientious duty by such reckless assertions as 
these? Sir, ‘* fraud must be proved,’’ says the 
gentleman, and so far I accept his statement. 
Fraud must be proved, and whatisthe case? The 


return judges, acting under their official oath, re- | 
turned John P. Verree as duly elected a member || 
of this Congress from the third congressional dis- 


trict of Pennsylvania. The Governor, in pursu- 
ance of that return, made the proclamation under 
which Mr. Verree took his seat. Now, in order 
to oust the sitting member, the fraud must be 
proved; and I challenge the most scrutinizing 
examination of the testimony in the case to find 
the first thing that, in the estimation of any man 


| familiar with election cases in Pennsylvania or 


elsewhere, looks like fraud. And I take occasion 
to say here, Mr. Speaker, that under the rule 
adopted by this House, giving pay and mileage 
to a contestant, if you will adopt the rule of exam- 


ining ballot-boxes kept as those in question were, || 


Sir, itis | 


What, then, becomes | 





you may pay double mileage and double compen- | 


sation to parties from all the districts of Pennsyl- 
vania, and those of a good many other States at 
each Congress. 
named in the evidence in connection with these 
ballot-boxes can be associated in doing what they 


Make it so that men like those | 


seem to have done here, and you will have con- | 
tested-election cases enough to keep the Commit- | 


tee of Elections and the House busy during the 
term of an ordinary session. 

What are the facts in this case? An election 
was held on a given day, or to speak more prop- 
erly, elections were held in the forty-eight or 
forty-nine precincts, constituting the third con- 
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speak by the record as it is given in evidence, and 
I challenge contradiction of that fact, established 
by the record of the case, now lying on the desks 
of members. 

Now, sir, what one of the officers who conducted 
that election has been put upon the witness stand ? 


| What one of them has given an intimation that he 
| had been fraudulently used or deceived by any of 








gressional district of Pennsylvania. They were || 


conducted by men of differing po!itical parties, se- 
lected by the people of the precincts, who were 
sworn to do their duty; and it was open to the 


people of each and every precinct to go into court | 


by petition and ask that three watchers designated | 


by the people of the precinct should be appointed 
to supervise, or at least to see that there was fair- 
ness in the conduct of the election. If there was 
doubt as to the integrity of the officers chosen to 


conduct the election, if. there was any indication || 


that fraud would be attempted in the precinct, 


watchers were appointed. When the election thus | 


conducted was closed, under the law, the proper 


| 


election officers announced from each window the | 


result of the election there held, and that result so || 
‘| announced was carried to the central news and | 


olice stations. It showed that the sitting mem- 
er had been elected. On the day fixed by law 
the return judges met, and every man who met, 
every return judge who acted, signed the return 
which declared the election to have resulted in ac- 
cordance with the proclamation which has since 
been made by the Governor of the State, and un- 
der which the sitting member was sworn in. 
Mr. KLINE, (contestant.) Will the gentleman 


| permit me to ask him if the return judges from 
| the eleventh, twelfth, sixteenth, and seventeenth 
|| wards signed that return? 


Mr. KELLEY. Were you present? 
Mr. KLINE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. KELLEY. Present when the return 


judges made out their returns? 


Mr. KLINE. I was at the door. 





Mr.JKELLEY. I say that the record snows that | 


every return judge acting signed this paper. I 





his colleagues? Not one. The case of the con- 
testant stands before the House upon the bald 
suspicions, ay, worthless facts, adduced from an 
examination of the ballot-boxes, which were kept, 
inthe interim, about as sacredly as if they had been 
carried each morning and placed upon a market 
stall, and not more so. 

Sir, if we would vindicate the law of the State of 
Pennsylvania; if we would decide this case as 


| her judges, as shown by the reports, have uni- 


formly decided such cases, we will adopt the res- 
olution of the Committee of Elections. And b 
so doing we will show to the people of Ponasyt- 


|| vania that this House, at least, will not encourage 
| speculation in the nature of contested seats in 


Congress. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. CRAVENS. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I find that I am recorded on the Journal as 
having voted to lay the resolution yesterday of- 


| fered by my colleague [Mr. Hotman] onthe table. 


I voted in the negative, and ask to have my vote 
so recorded. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
Journal will be corrected. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. That will 
change the result of the vote, as | understand. 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Itisa matter of right, 


however, that the gentleman shall be recorded as 
he voted. 


The SPEAKER. The vote, with the correc- 
tion made, would stand, 59 in the affirmative, and 
59 in the negative. The Chair votes in the affirm- 
ative, so that the result is not changed. The Chair 
will direct the correction to be made. 


SNROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 


_ amined and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. No. 
| 302) to provide for the appointment of additional 


clerks in the office of the Assistant Treasurer at 
New York, und for other purposes; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate was received by 
Mr. Forney, their Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate insisted upon their amendment, 
disagreed to by the House, to the joint resolution 
in relation to certain railroads in Missouri, and 
asking a conference thereon. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION—AGAIN. 


Mr. DAWES. I move the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered to be put. 


The question was stated to be first upon the 
amendment of Mr. Jonnson, to strike out the 
word ** not”’ in the following resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat John Kline is not entitled to a seat in this 
House as a Representative in the Thirty-Seventh Congress 
from the third congressional district in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. JOHNSON asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The — then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ae 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 13; as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, 
Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, George H. Browne, Buffinton, 
Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Clements, Cobb, Colfax, 
Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Co- 
vode, Crisfield, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Diven, Duell, Dun- 
lap, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fessenden, 
Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Gur 
ley, Haight, Hale, Harrison, Holman, Hooper, Horton, 
Hutchins, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Killinger, Lansing, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, ere, Men- 
z‘es, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. 
Morrill, Nixon, Noble, Noell, Olin, Patton, Perry, Timothy 








G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Alexander H. | 
Rice, Jono H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, 
Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, 
Bioan, Smith, John B. Steele, Stevens, Benjamin F. 
Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Vaikenburgh, Wal- | 
lace, Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Webster, Wheeler, | 
Whaley, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, W oodruff, 
and Worcester—105 

NAYS—Mesers. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Calvert, | 
Corning, Cox, Johnson, Morris, Nugen, Pendieton, Price, 
Wickliffe; and Wright—13. | 

Se the resolution was agreed to. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. NIXON stated that Mr. Srratron was | 
detained from the House by indisposition. 

Mr. BIDDLE stated that Mr. Norron was 
absent in consequence of indisposition. 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that Mr. Wasunurne, 
chairman of the committee on Government con- 
tracts, and Mr. Steere, of New York, and Mr. 
Fenton, members of that committee, were absent 





— ee 


| 5 in New York on the business of the committee. 
ae em Che result was announced as above recorded. 
i Baas: Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by | 
15 which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
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to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

The second resolution reported by the Commit- 
tee of Elections was then read, and agreed to; as 
follows: 

Resolved, That John P. Verree is entitled to the seat 
now occupied by him as Representative in the Thirty- | 


Seventh Congress, from the third congressional district in 
Pennsylvania. 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
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ij by whieh the resolution was adopted; and also 
Bs Ue) moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the || 
; < table. 
im oe 1 The latter motion was agreed to. 
- 
é Ped RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 
ta Pe, Mr. HOLMAN submitted a report from the | 
oy committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


of the two Houses on the amendment of the 
Senate to joint resolution H. R. No. 37 in rela- | 








he ‘ tion to certain railroads in the State of Missouri. | 
‘3 F . The committee recommend that the Senate re- | 
‘Sa, F cede from their amendment to the joint resolution | 
‘ae. to strike out the preamble, and agree to the same, | 
a a with an amendment, as follows: 
he , Page 2, line four, after the word * roads”? strike out “ by | 
? ¥ ’ the public enemies, and in consideration thereof.”? 
da : The report of the committee of conference was 
as agreed to. 
ea Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
eo by which the report was agreed to; and also moved | 
in. to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
ae The latter motion was agreed to. 
Dy = 
a i! EXCUSE FROM SERVICE ON A COMMITTEE. | 
4 Mr. COX. I desire to take the present oppor- | 
: tunity to resign my place as a member of the com- | 
rs ‘ mittee on the Pacific railroad, for the reason that | 
pee my time is employed in other matters, and there | 
EB oe are other members who have a more direct inter- | 
ig He 2 est in that project, and who, I think, could fill the | 
mt lace with far more ability and with more satis- | 
ie faction to the House and their constituents. 
“f Ps 4 Phe question was taken; and Mr. Cox was ex- | 
Hib a cused from further service on the committee. 
{ es: PAY OF CONTESTANTS. | 
| 


, Mr. STEVENS. I desire to offer a resolution. 
ae 1 do not care whether it is considered now or not, | 
| but I wish to get it before the House. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of the House be authorized and | 
directed to pay to John M. Butler, Joseph Segar, and John | 
4 Kline, contestants and claimants for seats in this House, | 
A é whose claims have been adversely decided, mileage and | 
tees salary up to the date of such adverse decisions respectively. 
ee The SPEAKER stated the question to be on | 
' i) agreeing to the resolution. 
: Mr. PIKE demanded the yeas and nays. 
oe The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
oes’ The resolution was adopted. 
eo Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also | 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the | 
mH table. 
; The latter motion was agreed to. | 


PACIFIC RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH. 


Mr.CAMPBELL, by unanimousconsent, from 
the special committee on the Pacific railroad, re- | 


e . ported a bili to aid in constructing a railroad and | 
ia telegraph line from the Missouri river to the Pa- 
co cific ocean, and to secure to the Government the | 


bs 
- 
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ur? of the same for postal, military, and other | 


purposes; which was read a first and second time, 
recommitted to the select committee, and ordered 
to be printed. 


IMPEACIIMENT OF A JUDGE. 


Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, made a written 
report in the matter of the impeachment of West 
H. Humphrey, district judge of the United States 
courts in the several districts of Tennessee. 

The report, with the accompanying testimony, 
was ordered to be printed, and was recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


SMALL NOTES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. CALVERT asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill to authorize the 
issue of small notes in the District of Columbia, 
for the purpose of having it referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, objected. 


THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE, 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Horcuis in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the first bill in 
order on the Calendar for consideration was a bill 
(H. R. No. 92) to regulate the franking privilege. 

Mr. STEVENS. I want to take up the Presi- 
dent’s annual message. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no message from 
the President in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GROW. It wasdisposed of in the House 
long ago. 

Mr. STEVENS. I thought some part of it 
remained undisposed of. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill before the com- 
mittee is the bill to regulate the franking privi- 
lege. 


CONDUCT OF THE WAR—GENERAL FREMONT. 


Mr.SHANKS. Mr. Chairman, itis with feel- 
ings of much anxiety that I arise, underthe peculiar 
circumstances which surround me, to address this 
House on the subjects before it. 

My purpose is to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to some of the matters contained in the 
‘*report in part’’ of the committee on contracts, 
of which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Van Wyck] is chairman, only, however, so far 
as they relate to General John C. Frémont, and 
then only to a part of those at this time, as I in- 
tend, if possible, to take those subjects in detail 
when that report and accompanying resolutions 
may come before us. 

This ‘‘ report in part’? was made on the 17th 
day of December, and has been sent from this 
House to all parts of the country. Its congider- 
ation has been deferred from time to time, until 
some ten — ago it passed from its character of 
a special order to a special privilege in the hands 
of the committee. 

The country has had the charges for over two 
months, and yet not a word of defense from those 
whose characters have been challenged on testi- 
mony taken without notice to them. But since 
[ am compelled to speak in Committee of the 
Whole, I shall take the privilege thus offered me 
to draw attention to matters of more general im- 
portance to the country, as connected with him 
of whom I shall speak to-day, still hoping that 
the time may come when the matters named in 
the report to which I have referred shall be well 
known to the House and the country. 

The only subject among the several named by 
the committee, touching the administrative char- 
acter of General Frémont which they think worthy 
to ask special action by the House upon, is in 
relation to the purchase by him, as commander 
of the western department, for service in his cav- 
alry, of five thousand new cast-steel breech-load- 
ing Hall’s carbines of Simon Stevens, for the sum 
of twenty-two dollars apiece. This pattern of 
arm was approved years ago, and adopted as a 
Government weapon, and I learn that a manufac- 
tory for its fabrication was established at Harper’s 
Ferry, Virginia. A copy of the Army Regulations 
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of 1835 now before me gives the cost in detail] of 
this arm for material and manufacture at twenty- 
one dollars; = were then smooth-bored. Oy 
the 6th day of June, 1861, General Ripley, chief 
of the Ordnance Bureau of this Governihent, claim- 
ing to act under an order from the War Depart- 
ment, which very order the committee say his bu- 
reau recommended, sold to a Mr. Eastman five 
thousand four hundred of these arms for the sum 
of $3 50 each—just one sixth their original cost 
to the Government. Eastman had proposed to 
Ripley, for an average of one dollar apiece, to 
chamber and rifle these carbines in the style of 
the latest improved arm; but Ripley refused jr 

and got the order on the recommendation of his 
own department and sold them as above stated, 
General Frémont, sorely pressed for arms, having 
none for his cavalry, ae his entire command in 
need of early organization, wholly neglected by 
the Government, as I will abundantly prove as | 
go along, received by telegraph from Stevens the 
following dispatch: 

New York, .fugust 5, 186). 

1 have five thdhsand Hall’s rifled cast-steel carbines 
breech-loading, new, at twenty-two dollars, Government 
standard, 58-100 bore. Can I hear from you? 

SIMON STEVENS. 
J. C. Frémont, Major General commanding Department 
of the West, Cairo, Illinois. 

To which the following is an answer: 

HeapQuarRTeRS WESTERN DeParRTMENT, 
Sr. Louis, August 6, 1861. 

I will take the whole five thousand carbines. See agent 
Adams’s Express, and send by express ; not fast freight. | 
will pay all extra charges. Send alsoammunition. Devote 
yourself solely to that business to-day. 

J.C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 
Simon Stevens, New York. 

This is a contract, and if honorably made by 
the Government’s agent, it cannot now afford to 
violate it; but in this case I only desire to lay the 
fault and blame where they belong, for I agree 
with the committee that there has been a most 
damnable fraud committed against the Govern- 
ment; but I now insist, and will go on to prove 
that General Ripley is the man who has by his 
most unaccountable iiberality with her much- 
needed arms wronged the Government out of 
them fora nominal sum. The law provides as 
found on page 292, United States Military Laws, 
approved March 3, 1825, as follows: 

** That the Presidentof the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be sold any ordnance. arms, 
ammunition, or other military stores or subsistence, or med- 
ical supplies, which, upon proper inspection or survey, 
shall appear to be damaged, or otherwise unsuitable for the 
public service, whenever, in his opinion, the sale of such 
unserviceable stores will be advantageous to the public 
service.”? 

It becomes a question whether the President has, 
in the pressing need for arms during a war like 
the one now upon us, ordered to be sold arms 
which General Ripley himself, in a letter to Mr. 
Eastman under date of June 20, informing him 
where to get the carbines which were at arsenals 
on Governor’s Island, New York, and Frankfort, 
Philadelphia, saying that Eastman was to have 
‘*all of the Hall’s carbines of every description 
(serviceable and unserviceable) on hand at the rate 
of $3 50 cach.’ I do not believe that the Presi- 
dent did give such order; if he did, it was on the 
recommendation of the department contracting 
them; and I am well convinced that the President 
did not order serviceable carbines at that time to be 
sold at that price. 

The Army Regulations under date of August 10, 
1861, give the price of Hall’s carbines at $17, as 
the cost of material and manufacture, which is 
$4 less than in 1835, owing to the improvement In 
machinery. The carbine will shootaswell now as 
then, when made in the same way; but in looking 
over the list of prices of small arms manufactured 
by the Government, as found on pages 394 and 
395, Army Regulations, August 10, 1861, they are 
as follows: Musket, $13; rifle, $13 25; Hall’s car- 
bines, $17; artillery musketoon, $10 37; cavalry 
musketoon, $11; sapper’s musketoon, $10 62; pis- 
tol, $7. But some of those same carbines were 
purchased here by those who sold them for $10. 
Before Frémont purchased those five thousand 
they were all chambered and rifled, making them 
a superior cavalry piece; and they are now in ser- 
vice by Halleck’s cavalry, having been armed by 
Frémont when he commanded. 

Now, this committee ask this House to recom- 
mend the Treasury to only pay $12 50 for those 
purchased by Frémont, when the Army Regula- 
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| 
tions, dated four days after the purchase, give the | 
price, asshown, at $17. The committee propose 
to allow $4 50 less than the material and manufac- 
ture, without the rifling and chambering, cost, 
showing simply that the committee have not un- 
derstood the case. Ripley sold them for $13 50 
apiece less than the regulations of August, 1861, 
fix the actual cost, when there was no pressing 
need for sale, and Frémont gave, after they were 
altered, $5 more apiece than the Government 
price then, and only $1 more than the Govern- 
ment price when-he had been in service; yet the | 
committee say that ‘* General Ripley is a gentle- 
man of large experience, and inexorable in the 
performance of his public duties.’? On the 12th 
of April, 1861, the enemy attacked Fort Sumter; 
on the 14th it surrendered; on the 15th the Presi- 
dent called for seventy-five thousand men to quell 
the rebellion, all of whom would need arms; on 
the 19th the traitors in Baltimore killed our un- 
armed troops in the streets. On the 6th of June 
the ‘‘inexorable’’ Ripley, on what he claims as 
authority from the War Department, grounded 
ona recommendation from his own department, 
and all in violation of law, sold five thousand four 
hundred carbines for $3 50 each, which the reg- 
ulation of 1535 tells us are worth $2] each, and 
the regulation published August 10, 1861, thirty- 
four days after the sale, gives the cost of manufac- 
ture at $17; on the 16th of June we lose Harper’s | 
Ferry, where they were made, and surrender to | 
the enemy all the arms there, with the machinery; 
on the 20th of June the carbines are still in the 
arsenals, not paid for and not delivered. Ripley, 
by written orders, directed that all, serviceable and | 
unserviceable, be delivered to Eastman, at $3 50, | 
subsequently buying seven hundred and ninety | 
of them at $15. 

On August 6th, General Frémont needing arms | 
for men who were ready to defend a vast depart- 
ment, purchased five thousand of them at twenty- 
two dollars, in open market, where the Govern- 
ment officers had thrown them contrary to law; 
but of which he knew nothing. On the 10th of 
August, four days after his purchase, the very de- 
partment which sold them at $3 50 report them at 
seventeen dollars, cost of manufacturing in Gov- | 
ernment arsenals. Yet, you condemn Frémont 
and indorse Ripley, after you have said that the 
carbines were sold in the first place ** privately.’’ I 
think that the committee will do justice when they 
see these things in their true light. 

But the committee inform us the Ordnance Bu- 
reau, at whose head is General Ripley, in time of 
war, recommends the sale, and sells, without law, 
for one fifth their value, as shown by the books of 
his own office, five thousand four hundred stand 
of arms, with a loss to the Government of near 
$73,000, and holds his office still, and who is in- 
dorsed by the committee. 

Inexperienced, I now approach with hesitancy 
to attack the cordon of fortifications thrown by ex- 
perienced hands across the path ways ofan honest, 
pure, devoted patriot, for his destruction, to sat- 
isfy the ambition of base and corrupt men, who, | 
instead of supporting him, have seized upon the | 
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wisdom of his recorded councils and the armies 
and fleets by him spoken into existence, from 
which to gather the Sth due his rightful vic- 
tories, to wreath their brows while he wears a 
crown of thorns. 

My purpose is to do an act of justice to one 
who, though his name and honor stand connected | 
with this report and resolution, was not notified, | 
nor could have been present, when the extra-judi- 
cial examination was had by the committee upon 
which they are based. Nor can he be here now 
to defend himself upon this floor against the un- 
just charges and inferences contained in them, 
against that name which has in this country long 
been a household word, synonymous with free- | 
dom;lovedathome, honored and respected abroad. | 


1 well recollect how the grateful thanks of our 
western people went forth to meet the President 
for the appointment of the brave and generous 
Frémont to the office of major general, and in com- 
mand of the western department; how with one | 
accord our young men rallied to the sppport of | 
the Union, with the cheering hope that he should | 
command them. The energy and perseverance of 
the people of our western States have no just com- 
parisons among men. It was not strange, then, 
that they should look with pride and hope toa 






commander whose courage, energy, and devotion 
to liberty are proverbial throughout the civilized | 
world. I recollect how it was procluimed through | 
the public journals that he was the right man in 
the right place. That as this war was the result of 
slavery’s treason, freedom’s patriotic defender was our 
proper commander. Our western people are plain | 
in manners, devoted in thought, and prompt in 
action. With one hope we entered our country’s 
service; politics were forgotten among us; our 
minds recalled and our tongues retold the scenes 
of his past life, and rejoiced that the hour was nigh | 
when (as we then hoped and believed) he should 
lead us to battle. 


causeless and unjust efforts made by designing 
persons to destroy their confidence in one of the 


| 
Nor have the people been deceived by the many || 


i 


which his enemies entered and made common 
cause against him. The politician who fears his 
popularity; the friend to slavery , who prefers that 
institution, even in rebel hands, to the lite and pros- 
perity of free, true, and just men, at field, camp, 
or homestead; the military bigot, who sees West 
Point first, and after it, the country; and lastly, 


| speculators at the public Treasury, who, them- 


ablest generals in the American Army, and the | 


boldest friend of freedom in the Government ser- 
vice. Conceal it as you may, misname it as you 
will, the elements which have combined for Gen- 


eral Frémont’s destruction are too apparent to de- | 


ceive the common sense and quick perception of 


our intelligent and patriotic people. They see it || 


successfuliy developed in the designs of the slave 
power, as manifested towards him by its leaders 
since his proclamation to the people of Missouri, of 


August 30, 1861, in acombination of long-known, | 
undermining politicians, and in a bigoted military 


jealousy. We well know that General Frémont 
was given his high rank inthe Army in obedience 


to the loudly and universally expressed wish of the | 


people, who desired when the Republican party 
came into power that the services of its first repre- 
sentative, the man who had welded it together, un- 
der whom it had won its victories in 1856, should 
be recognized. Against this wish to distinguish one 
of themselves, the very nen whom the people had 
educated into their positions, have set themselves 
in violent opposition, begause he had not received 


with them the rite of infafff baptism at West Point. || 


Having from my youth learned to combat the 
world’s wrongs and neglects, and contend with 


its privations, | condemn the ingratitude of this | 


class toward him, who only asks of the Govern- 
ment that he be allowed to continue in the active 
service of his country, leaving impartial history 
to determine between West Point and western 
patriotism. 

There are some chronological events which, 
when understood and recollected, will materially 
aid in elucidating the positions I am taking in this 
case, as well as the action of those who strive 
with so much zeal to crush out every rising hope 
of him whom they have thus far practically vic- 
timized to their ungenerous purposes. 

All will recollect the wide-spread national joy 
which pervaded all classes of pure, unconditional 
Union-loving citizens, when the lightnings told by 
telegraph that Frémont would take command in 


our Army. He was, by those who now denounce | 


him, then the brilliant, able, and patriotic son of 
the West, full of mind, energy, military skill, and 
promise; and, in fact, these attributes were his 
before his promotion to command—so by the rec- 
ognitfon of all men, and the contrary was not 
announced until his band had written the procla- 
mation of August 30, 1861, a portion of which is in 


the following memorable words, and which places || 


his name in history honorably, and in most pleas- 
ing unity with his life from his earlier adventures 
when he saved the State of California to freedom. 

But to the proclamation: 

* The property, real and personal, of all persons in the 
State of Missouri, who shall take up arms against the Uni- 
ted States, or who shall be directly proven to have taken 
active part with their enemies in the field, is declared to be 


confiscated to the public use, and their slaves, if any they | 


have, are hereby declared free men.” 

This was the head and front of his offending— 
the key-note on which rallied all the clans in com- 
bination against him. It was but a few hours 
after he had said that traitor’s property should 
help to pay the expenses of the war forced on us 
by them, and that their slaves should be free, until 
from Kentucky and Missouri—from the friends 
of slavery, who have not risked their lives in this 


selves, guilty and suspected, point the finger of 
distrust at others, These are the classes in ynholy 
combination against an honest and pure man, 
whom they cannot control, but hope to destroy; and, 
| on the principle that a large shelter protects more 
| certainly from the storm, the attack is made ona 
| popular man to more effectually draw public at- 
| tention, while his assailants, ranning under cover 
| of this temporary check in the current of public 
| thought, in the armistice thus falsely obtained, 
| consummate theircombined grasp of public power, 
| regardless of the cost and national ruin, leaving 
| the dissensions which will grow out of a division 
| of spoils to the settlement and conditions which 
| time may afford. 
| I do not stand here as the partisan of any man, 
Knowing General Frémont as I do, I love him. 
| | know him to be deliberately brave and uncon- 
| ditionally patriotic, with a will to act, and a nerve 
for that will; a mind to comprehend, a judgment 
to direct, and an ability to execute; pure and hon- 
est, with a soul which rises above the groveling 
| walks of the wily politician, the jealous professor 
of conditional patriotism, the serpentine course of 
| the oppressors of men, and of those Treasury 
vampires who fasten alike upon individuals and 
| nations, drawing their life-blood for selfish ag- 
grandizement. He does not anticipate their base 
machinations, nor prepare to meet them; and when 
he finds himself basely and cowardly stabbed, as- 
sassinated by those who had professed their friend- 
ship, he pities the soulless wretches who could 
inflict the wound, and looks to time and justice 
| for his vindication. 
| Yet, sir, though | loved and devotedly served un- 
der him during his command in the western depart- 
ment, | did not return with him from Springfield 
| after his relief. Colonel Lovejoy, of Illinois, 
Colonel Hudson, of Indiana, and myself, all mem- 


|| bers of his staff, chose, and with his full appro- 


| 


| 





war—came invectives against him and in favor of | 


the cause which wrongs us. Prior to this time, 
neglectof the western departmentand western men 
had been the only clue to his defeat, then appar- 


|| bation remained with the army, to which he and 


we were attached by ties stronger than life, and 


|| severed only when the army was, under General 


Hunter, ordered to return where our further as- 


|| sociation could do no good to either. 


I mention this to show that, though cherishing 
| every hope and prospect for General Frémont’s 
just success, I bind my fate and will to no man, 
| only so fur as his pathway lies along those lines 
of justice which Deity draws directly from him to 
the hearts of all men; but here, as elsewhere, I 
shall enjoy and exercise that freedom of thought 
| and action which is the leading trait in the char- 


|| acter of him for whom I speak. 





I speak here as a member of this House, fully 
recognizing the duties of that trust, and only de- 
| sirous that justice be done between the country I 
serve and one of her most worthy citizens. 


‘(| [am not here to ask favors of this House for 


| General Frémont. Such act would be alike un- 
just to him and the country. Asan honest man 
he could take neither more or less than, by fixed 
principles of justice between him and his country, 
are his dues; and the Government well adminis- 
tered will only give to one of her citizens that which 
under like circumstances she bestows upon an- 
other. And, though this be true, General Fré- 
mont has, and from the hour of his appointment 
as major general had, legally, the highest military 
' rank in the Army of the United States, except 
| the President and Lieutenant General Winfield 
| Scott; yet his devotion to his country, his love of 
| order in our councils, his modesty of self-defense, 
and willing submission to the directing power, 
choosing to lose place, power, property, and life, 
| if necessary, rather than distract our forces by 
| jealousies and contentions in this hour of our 
nation’s trials, has made him never so much as 
| demand his rank and place. What I say on this 
| subject I say on my own responsibility, but _— 
| knowing what I say. Over this question of ran 
| even the President has no power, and the position 


ent to those who, for sinister motives, sought his || which General McClellan has heid in the Army 


ruin. 1 


is an error over General Frémont’s legal rights. 


The proclamation was the opening door at || He whose energy and wisdom has provided 
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armies, gunboats, mortar boats, and written basis 


for the plans of the present triumphant western 
campaign, is discarded by the influence of the 
combination against him, and slandered by the 
political scavengers of the country. 

Major Generals Frémont and McClellan were 
appointed the same day; hence their commissions 


bear the same date. This would leave them of | 


equal rank. In such cases the military law directs 


that to determine the superior rank of one you as- | 
certdin the relative rank of the appointees prior to | 
promotion, This done, we find that McClellan | 


was a captain and Frémonta lieutenant colonel— 
two grades higher than McClellan. Such is the 
state of this case. I feel confident that when the 
President has known his duty in these premises, 
he will discharge it ander the law. 

I ask for Frémont sustice, stern and unvar- 
nished, No more, vo less. | know nothing per- 


sonally of any contracts made by the officers of 


this Government for arms or supplies to be used 
in the prosecution of this war. Nor have my 


p ople engaged in such contracts. I do not now | 


now that any man in my district has a contract 
with any branch of the War Department or their 
agents for furnishing arms or supplies. My peo- 
ple are in the service of, but notin the speculations 
against, the Government. They and I stand free, 
clear, and unineumbered. And for them, for jus- 
tice, and myself, | stand to defend him against the 
injustice done by parties in interest. 


I have no disposition to assail the committee. | 


It is not my purpose or my duty. ‘The members 


of the committee are, with myself, members of | 


this House, and are my peers on this floor. I 
aided in raising this committee, and, unlike some 


of my friends over the way, who make common 
cause against another committee for special objec- | 


tions, | would vote again for investigating any 
department of the Government which does not 
stand above suspicion, 

If public papers are being plundered from the 
White House, investigate t. When campaign 
maps were furnished, in July last, by traitors in 
the War Department to the enemy, causing defeat 


of our army at Bull Run and Manassas, it should | 


have been investigated. When Adjutant General 
‘Thomas treasonably published the strength of our 
army in Kentucky and in Missouri, while in the 
field, giving to the enemy the locality, destination, 
and numbers of our forces, he should have been 
tried for treason, condemned, and shot by the men 


whom he betrayed, as a warning to traitors every- | 
where. Sir, my present complaint against the | 
committee is, that they have not fully investigated | 


the subjects before them. They should have ex- 
amined both sides of all cases prior to a report. 
The accused should have been present. General 
rémont had no notice of the time, place, or pur- 
pose of the committee’s sitting. The examination 
was made when he was in the field, at the head 
of his army, hundreds of miles from St. Louis, 
where its sessions were held; and that the House 
may more fully understand the net-work of 
oppression which has been so dexterously and 
perseveringly thrown around him by parties in 
influence and power, by directing, neglecting, per- 
mitting, or restraining him, controlling his acts, 
or countermandipg his orders in his presence or 
his absence, as seemed to his pursuers most con- 
ducive to his injury, | will briefly explain the 
circumstances under which the testimony in this 
report relating to him was taken. That portion 


of it taken in New York was without notice to | 
him, aod while he wasat St. Louis, managing the | 
vast department under his command. And I do | 


not now intend saying of that taken at St. Louis, 
that it was with a purposed intention to wrong 
any one; but that cither the committee or Fré- 
mont was purposely victimized, is apparent to 
any one who knows the facts and cares to reflect 
upon them. 

On the 10th day of July last, this committee 
was appointed in accordance with the terms of a 
resolution offered by Mr. Van Wyck, now chair- 
man of the committee. This was sixteen ee 


before General Frémont took command of the de- | 


partment of the West. It was expressly under- 
stood from the remarks of the chairman of the 
committee, made on the introduction of the reso- 


lution, that peculations were going on in the War | 
Department at Washington, and this House hav- || 
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expect that it should, in a reasonable time, be in- 
vestigated and reported, particularly so since Sec- 


retary Cameron was in his Department almost | 
the entire time since the committee was appointed, | 
up to the date of his resignation; and asa mem- || 


ber of this body, and one who favors investiga- 
tion, let me now say here, in my place, thatI do 
hope, if the committee intend to make an investi- 
gation of the contracts entered into by the War 
Department, while under the charge of Secretary 


Cameron, that he shall have notice of the time, | 


place, and purpose of the committce’s sitting; that 
atleast his presence may be his privilege. Then, 


if he fails to show his innocence, the country will | 
apply the censure; and as he is appointed to a || 
foreign mission, let the investigation be had be- | 


fore he leaves the country, and not, as was done 


in General Frémont’s case, when he was in com- || 
mand of his army in the field, far from the com- | 


mittee and from public conveyance; and even then 
without notice. 

But the House must know that this is only one 
of several committees connected with this case. 
Immediately after General Frémont’s proclama- 
tion was published, an inquisitorial committee 


started from the Federal capital to St. Louis, con- | 
sisting of Quartermaster General Meigs and Post- | 


master General Blair. A singular committee to 
examine a military department! And concurrent 


with their starting from Washington, notices were | 


inserted in leading journals of the country inform- 
ing the public that this committee had gone to the 


West to investigate General Frémont’s depart- | 
ment; creating the impression that some great | 


wrong had been done there, requiring two such 


personages, one of them a Cabinet officer, to ex- | 


amine. And following closely the return of the 


inquisition to this city, the public journals were | 


filled with the published intention of removing 
General Frémont for ingficiency. This charge 
was new to the people Who read in his energy 
and success a refutation of it. It was new to the 
world, and it was new to those who invented it; 
but,tikeall other ** new and usefulimprovements,’’ 
the inventors were entitled for a limited time to 
the benefit of their patent. Letit be borne in mind, 
however, that this discovery was not made until 
the proclamation of August 30 was published. 
Some who were particularly loud in their praise 
of his ability prior to that publication, were now 
the first to assail him. They made haste to cor- 
respond with political friends and intimate asso- 
ciates here, and were soon in the same conspiracy, 
clamoring for the fall of the man whom but a few 
days before they delighted to honor. 

The inevitable conclusion in every mind is, that 
the inquisition and concurrent publications to 
which | have referred, were but the preparatory 
steps to do what they knew to be a grave wrong, 
a which the public mind would not receive until 
trained to it by a succession of approaches, made 
upon it from different quarters and influences, 
which the sequel to this history of wrongs will 
show to have been most assiduously applied. 

Culminating in the ** temporary”’ relief of Fré- 


mont from command—retiring of the army from | 


Springfield followed by robbery and bloodshed 


over two thirds of the State—the combination and | 
conspiracy against him was gaining numbers and | 


strength. The force against him had assumed 
form. Slavery was its center column; political 
knavery commanded on the right wing, as the post 
of honor in this most unholy crusade, and on the 
left were semi-traitors in office and influence, dis- 
appointed contractors, and Treasury plunderers. 

3ut the great miscreant in this struggle of wrong 


against right is slavery, whose advocates, plying | 
with their usual activity and ingenuity, like great | 


and practiced criminals in the commission of fraud, 
securing its profits, yet avoiding that justice due 
to the committers of those accursed crimes so long 
inflicted upon our country, and which have been 
borne with until we have lost that manhood which 
God intended all men should have, as a safeguard 
against wrong and oppression. 

The responsibility on the people of this country 
at this time is a fearful one, and fearfully we will 
auswer it, unless freemen stand up and demand 
freemen’s rights. 

The coming presidential campaign is looked to 


| by those men with the keen perception of long- | 


| good man, but yet who rejoice in their — 


—— 











—— 


as a political necessity, take place. As the N 
and South are in conflict, the East and West on 
be required to change hands upon this question, 


Those who cannot expect, from this and other 


reasons, to reach the higher, will hope that mere 
locality may possibly give them the lower of those 
positions. And knowing that the public mind 
will be incensed at the accursed cause of slayer 

which has produced all our national calamities, jt 
becomes necessary to shape that public mind so 
as to receive another cheat and treason as prelim- 
inary to its still further use, by men devoid of that 
lofty devotion to country which marks the real 


successes at the nation’s expense and sacrifice: 
and to effectually do this, it becomes necessary to 
strike down the man who is himself the consist- 
ent and acknowledged representative of that great 
truth of his proclamation, which finds at this time, 
regardless of party, a welcome response in the 
hearts of the northern people.. And knowing that 
they abhor dishonor in their public servants, his 
persecutors shrewdly attempt to fasten that charge 
upon Frémont, by the arts of practiced dema- 
gogues, and energy of bad men in a bad cause, 
with the success which follows for a time the ef- 
forts of combinations against the single-handed, 
who, attending to his own duty, does not antici- 
pate or prepare for the associated treason of dis- 
honest men. 

I know that the combination is a strong one, 
and that General Frémont, because a friend of 
freedom, is the sacrifice to be offered by authority 
on the altar of his country as a peace-offering to 


| the slave power. Itis butthe first step of that march 


to degradation which you will all soon recognize; 
for the want of nerve and manhood to repel the 


| aggressors and to sustain Frémont in his proc- 
; ; : 

| lamation will come upon us from this same com- 
| bination, which is one for power and place; and 


when this war is ended, with rebel slavery pro- 


|| tected by the Government, those slaveholding 


traitors will turn upon you in these Halls, de- 
nounce your brave soldiers as a rabble, and re- 
joice at the blood they have spilled. Under the 
protection of the flag they have desecrated and 
torn, they will lash their slaves to daily toil; 
protected by the laws they have violated and de- 
nounced, they will scorn the widows and orphans 
their treachery has made, and again will they 


| strike down any Representative who, in these 


Halls, dares to point out their crime. You will 
talk of the high mission and glory of the nation, 
while rebels stand, by your permission—nay, 
with your sanction; ah! with still more, your 
protection—with one hand on the throats of their 
slaves, who are patriots, and with the other tears 
the flag which is the emblem of our national honor; 
you see this, you know it; the world sees it and 
condemns it; all civilized men pity you, and scorn 
the imbecility which permitsit. You indorse the 
proclamations of generals in favor of protecting 
slavery. 

At this moment we are asked to indorse and 
make a law of the late jubilant repetition of Gen- 
eral Halleck’s order No. 3. You send your sons 
to fight this war, brought on by slaveholders, for 
the purpose of permanently establishing slavery 
on the ruins of our Government. Slaves aid their 
rebel masters in every species of the labor of war, 
and procuring supplies for their armies. You 
listen to and indorse the proclamations of those 
generals who avow that this relation of master 
and servant, even of rebels, shall not be molested; 
protecting, by this means, the very forces you are 
warring, and holding the enemy’s weapons at the 
heart of our friends. Not only so, but the slaves 
themselves are loyal, and would be true to our 
flag and people. To indorse slavery is a mark 
reckless enough in this age of civilization; but for 
freemen to aid in holding those persons in bondage 
to the traitors of the country, men whom we de- 
spise and loathe, isa degree of ingratitude which 
the negro himself will pity in us, and feel proud 
that he is a slave. 

It is not enough that the nation has lost over 


| twenty thousand of her brave sons by death in hos- 


pitaland battle-field; that Rachel is weeping for her 
children, and will not be comforted, because they 
are not; that the blood of those four hundred and 
eighty brave young men stained the ensanguined 


practiced political schemers. A transposition of || field of Manassas; that the disgrace of that strug- 
ing raised the committee, would very naturally || the locality of President and Vice President, will, || gle has severely rebuked our wonted prestige in 
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war; that we have spentin this causeless rebellion || then much better armed than were our forces. || tee’s report of Hagner’s testimony. Not over 
over six hundred millions of dollars, and with the || The authorities at Washington, trembling at the || about two choanial stands of arms came from 
inevitable necessity before us of spending hun- || advance of a victorious enemy, who were within 
dreds of millions more; that the Ball’s Bluff mur- || 


| Hagner to Frémont. 
. sight of the Capitol, were using every effort to || Another ruse Pe poe on Frémont was to send 
der is but a part of this accursed tragedy, where || make ‘* Washington safe,”’ having but one man- || an order, dated uly 24, 1861, for five thousand 


treason and treasonable blunders murdered by the || ufactory for arms left, and but few arms in the || stands of arms on the arsenal at St. Louis, when 
hands of slavery ’s maddening demons a brave and |) arsenals or market, the major part of them having || there were none there to fill the order. Large 
loved officer and a thousand pure patriots; that at || been plundered by Floyd and his traitorous coad- || amounts of those that were there in the spring of 
Springfield, Lyon and his men struggled against || jutors, left the western department almost desti- || 1861 were rifled and repaired under the supervis- 
a fearful and hellish power until, outnumbered, he || tute. All the arms which could be procured by the || ion of this same Major Hagner, who then had 
and hundreds of his soldiers lay down for the || Government were sent to the army of the Potomac. || charge of the eneundl, and delivered to General 
last time, and their dead and mangled bodies be- || Its money was spent there; its clothing was for- || Buckner, which have been used against our troops 
come prisoners to traitors who could not con- || warded and used there; the demand was great and || in Kentucky until captured by the forces under 
uer them while living. It is not enough thatat || the supplies small. In vain did General Lyon, || GeneralsGrant, Wallace,McClernand,and Smith, 
Rich Mountain, Carnifax Ferry, Belmont, Fred- || days and weeks before Frémont’s arrival, plead || and Commodore Foote, which is a part of the 
erickton, Lexington, Springfield, Roanoke, Forts for money to pay his needy troops,and with which || army raised by General Frémont. On his arrival 
Henry and Donelson, our brave brethren fell mur- || to provide commissary and quartermaster’s stores. || in the West, the Government was almost destitute 
dered by traitors for slavery; but these same || In vain did he ask them to pay the debts he had || of supplies, being compelled to send her agents 
traitors are to be protected and apologized for || contracted. In vain did he call for arfws and re- || into the open market to purchase for the Potomac 
here; and the man who dared to proclaim their || inforcements. In vain did he notify the Govern- || army. Different Governors also had their agents 
property confiscated to the public use, and their || ment that his troops had neither pay nor clothing || in the market purchasing supplies for their re- 
slaves freemen, is hunted down through every av- || from the Government during their three months’ || spective States, all of which were competing with 
enue which human ingenuity can invent, prompted || service, that their families were in want, they dis- || each other, raising the prices at times to much 
by the most remorseless desire to fasten on us and || pirited from the neglect, and unwilling to reénlist || more, and seldom at as little as the real peace price 
continue this cause and origin of allour woes. Of || on account of it. In vain did Frémont plead for || of the arms and munitions of war. To show the 
history we learn nothing; ourown wedonotstudy; || arms. In vain did he ask for money and military || House the very high prices which arms and am- 
we blindly sit here while the vortex is opening || stores; compelled to contract loans on his own || munition reach in times of war, in Governments 
again to receive us. The blood of our people, the || responsibility to pay troops, and furnish troops || where,as in this country, ample national factories 
tears of our widows and orphans, the sword of || aubieae. In vain did he inform the Government || have not been constructed and in use, I will read 
the Army, and the Congress of the nation, all fail || that his troops were mutinous, and those whose || from a treatise on the rise in prices in arms and 
to do a simple act which God has warned us, || times were expiring unwilling to reénlist on ac- || ammunition in England during the Crimean war: 
through lamentations and sorrow, is our duty to || count of the failure to pay. He importuned until || « when a sudden demand arose for an enormous supply 
mankind and to Him; but in face of all this, we || a Cabinet officer wrote to him that he could get no || of the munitions of war, not only were private establish- 
support those who, with vulture eye, have hunted || attention to the West or western matters; that he || peer to SS in ee ae 
ea a . ee : : il : “1 sa nies ose that were supplied were produc s - 
Pr friend of freedom to his fall, and have divided |) must take ee ry needful responsibility to save the |; ne hensieds oak tn some ane of four and five times 
garments. people over whom he was specially set. 











5 ¢ | their value, and of a quality so inferior as to involve great 
The charge of inefficiency was too shallow a || Such are the ordeals through which Lyon and || risk ot the failure of military operations. 

pretext to deceive any one, more especially the || Frémont passed, and paved the way to others’ || “The shells for which the contractors during the late 

western people, who bore witness to his trials and |; honor and renown. a wer rym $324 per ton, are now produced in 

his efforts, as well as the results of his labors in When General Frémorg took command of the || Cre. Coveenenant Sanction. Aegon een ee 

his extensive department, ‘* which was the State | western department, there were less than twenty- || It was during such a struggle for arms that Gen- 





of Illinois and the States and Territories west of || five thousand troops in the entire command; of || eral Frémont was compelled to enter the market 
the Mississippi river and on this side the Rocky || which forces ten thousand were three months’ || without money to compete with the United States 
mountains, including New Mexico,’’ and sub- || men, all of whose time expired within ten days || and the several States in the purchase of arms for 
sequently including a part of Kentucky and the || after his arrival, leaving him some fifteen thousand | his needy department, of supplies for his gunboats 
river. He took command of the western depart- || in all that vast department. Of the whole forces, || and his mortar boats, and to —_ his land and 
ment wholly without special instructions, with Lyon had near one third at Springfield; the re- || river forces, with a concentration of which to quell 
full discretionary power to conduct himself under || mainder were with Pope in North Missouri; Pren- | a gigantic rebellion in the vast country included in 
the arduous duties of that position as his judgment || tiss, Cairo; Lawler, Bird’s Point; Bland, Bilot || hiscommand. He could not advertise, for he had 
should dictate, He entered upon his dutiesat St. || Knob; Wyman, at Rolla; Shrifel, Lexington; |; no money to pay for what was required. He could 
Louis on the 26th day of July, 1861, and found || Stevenson, at Booneville; Smith and Marsh, at || only get what people were willing to let him have 
the department in the most deplorable condition, || Cape Girardeau; and Burnstine, at Jefferson City; || upon credit. And itis worth while naming, in 
almost without arms and military stores, wholly || with a remnant at St. Louis; all the Missouri || this connection, that the Government is, at this 
without money, clothing, or provisions. From the || troops poorly clothed, not paid, some of them || moment, refusing to pay for the supplies thus 
6th of June previous, Missouri had been in the || badly armed, and dispirited; while, as I have said, || furnished. 

command of General McClellan, and from the per- || the enemy, buoyant with hope, had over sixty At this moment, and ever since the removal of 
plexed and needy condition of the Government, || thousand men in the field, and their forces fast aug- || General Frémont, an illegal committee, presided 
had been wholly but unavoidably neglected. Ly- || menting. Pillow, in southeast Missouri, seven- || over by the man most instrumental in the procur- 
on’s troops had not been paid or clothed by the || teen thousand; Hardee, near Greenville, seven || ing of General Frémont’s removal, and violently 
Governmentduring the time he commanded them. || thousand; Price, southwest, threatening Lyon, opposed to him politically, has been sitting in in- 
General Lyon was in the southwest part of Mis- || with near thirty thousand; Harris, in northeast, || quisition upon his administration at St. Louis— 
souri, needing reinforcements. There was trouble || with sixteen hundred; Green, in northwest, with || annulling contracts. I repeat, annulling contracts. 
in the northwest, requiring more troops than we || over fifteen hundred; Thompson and Watkins, || The Essex, which, since before the battle of Bel- 
had there. Jn the northeast part of the State we || near Girardeau, five thousand; making a total of |} mont, has been active in protecting Kentucky, and 





had barely enough troops to meet the enemy; || sixty-two thousand one hundred. bore a distinguished part in the victories which 
while in the southeast, Bird’s Point, Cape Girar- The enemy had cavalry and large amounts of || have gladdened and revived the loyal pest of the 
deau, Ironton, Rolla, and St. Louis, with Cairo, artillery; while the Federal forces were without || nation—that 2 Essex, costing much less than 


Illinois, were threatened by a large force of the || cavalry and but little artillery; the whole State in || half the price of the gunboats built by Govern- 
enemy, and no adequate preparations made to || revolt, and the young men joining the enemy. || ment—delivered to the Government completely 
meet the emergency. The railroads were con- || General Frémont, fully anticipating the wants of || finished and furnished not only with every arti- 
tinually threatened and frequently destroyed, the || his vast department, and well knowing the needs || cle of necessity, but even of comfort, including the 
incendiary ’s torch performing its office; arms were || of the Government, with its disposition to call || cabin furniture of the officers and crew, put on 
taken from Union men by squads of rebels all over || arms, ammunition, and supplies to Washington, || board and paid for by the private meens of the 
the State; treason walked on the highways and || on receiving information, while in this city, from || officer employed to build her, (Captain Adams;) 
denounced the flag and Government with impu- || Governor Yates, of Illinois, that he had seven || even for this they have refused to pay, but struck 
nity. The State was wild with excitement, per- || thousand men ready to march, only that they || off two thirds from the fair and reasonable cost, 
sons flocking to the rebel standard from the very || were without arms, called on General Ripley, of || and that upon the full and detailed exhibition of 
doors of the Government officers, St. Louis itself || the ordnance department, and obtained a promise || the most satisfactory vouchers. And this, be- 
seething with treason and rebellion. ‘The State || that, out of twenty-five thousand stands of arms || cause this boat was built under the orders of Gen- 
government in inextricable confusion, unable to || then on hand, seven thousand standsshould beim- || eral Frémont. Compelled to strike a bargain 
lend a helping hand; no arms, no equipments, no || mediately forwarded to the West for those troops. || wherever he could, he offered, single-handed, the 
horses for cavalry, no Jarge guns for batteries, or || On the next day Ripley informed General Fré- || credit of the Government, and plead his os 
small guns for field artillery; all the affairs of the || mont, at New York, that the Governor of Illinois || necessity as an excuse for the offer; an thou 
department in helpless confusion; no system, no || must be mistaken in wanting arms, and that they || thus burdened with duties which belong to the 
money, no officers, and no credit;”’ the depart- || could not be had. Of this he notified the President || Government, and which for all her other generals 
ment entirely neglected by those whose duty it || through the Postmaster General, who informed | except Lyon she has performed, he procured his 
was to provide for it. The whole country was in || him that the President would in person attend to | arms and supplies, equipped and managed his 
commotion, The failures of our army of the Po- || this matter; which he did by the appointment of || army, throwing his forces along those vast dis- 
tomac at Bull Run and Manassas; its retreat on Major Hagner to assist General Frémont in pro- || tances, quieting and ae the rebellion, 
‘ashington; the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, || curing arms by purchase for the West. And, not- | repairing railroads, and building bridges, and dis- 
with our arsenal and arms, the machinery of || withstanding this precaution and kindness by the || charging all the duties of officers of armies organ- 
which for manufacture fell into the enemy’s hands; || President, the arms and supplies purchased for the || ized, and which do not move, in addition to those 
the retiring of Patierson from the Virginia shore || West were sent by Hagner to Washington for the | services of which [ have spoken. 
—had all gone to embolden the rebels, who were army of the Potomac, as appears in the commit- || And yet we are told heis inefficient. By whom? 
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Why, sir, by that cabal which has pursued him || 
because of his proclamation, in which are the || 
friends of that institution of slavery here held || 
above the peace of families, the desolation of so- | 
cietics | States, the sacrifice of property, and 
the lives of freemen; a cause whose advocates find 
no sorrow or shame in marshaling its hosts for 
strife and blood against the Government, its law, 
peace, and citizens. — 

General Frémont is always successful when 
pursuing the dictates of his own judgment, which 
early pointed out the necessity of having gunboats 
and mortar boats to use on the rivers in connec- 
tion with his land forces. He had such con- 
structed, the first under the supervision of the || 
brave and competent Commodore Foote, who 
commanded them with honor to himself and the 
country; the mortar boats by that most excellent 
officer and gentleman, Mr. Adams, I clip the fol- 
lowing just remarks from the New York Times 
relative to these boats: | 


** Spenking of the success of Foote and Porter, does it | 
eecur to you to look back and give credit where credit is 
due—to the man who planned the enterprises which have 
yielded such abundant returns? Do you recollect that 
among the first charges that were brought against Frémont 
was the one that he was wasting money in building gun 
boats to be used on the western rivers, and that an unend- 
ing flond of ridicule and abuse was heaped upon what was 
called ‘iis visionary scheme?’ Frémont bas not been per- 
mitted to renp the full harvest of the seed he planted; but 
the future will know that for the fall of Fort Henry, and | 
probably for the ultimate reduction of Columbus and the 
clearing out of the Mississippi, the nation will be indebted 
to General Frémont’s foresight and adaptation of means to | 
anend. The campaign of the Westis coming back to the 
lines upon which Prémont stood when his triumphant ca- 
reer was cut short. ‘Thus time and circumstances are vin- 
dicating him almost before the ink is dry upon the paper | 
that doomed him to inaction, and for a time to public cen- | 
sure.”’ 


After General Frémont had well secured his out- 
posts, and fortified them, with the fortifications 
of St. Louis in an advanced state, he moved his 
forees to the towns of California, Tipton, Syra- 
cuse, Sedalia, and Georgetown, his headquarters | 
to Jefferson City, thence to Tipton, intending to 
move in pursuitof the army under Price in seven 
divisions, under Generals Sigel, Asboth, McKin- | 
stry, Pope, Hunter, Sturgis, and Lane, in all near | 
forty thousand men. 

On‘the 11th of October, Secretary Cameron and 
Adjutant General Thomas reached St. Louis, as | 
I learn from their published journal of events so | 
injudiciously given by Thomas to the country, and 
after examining the fortifications there, reached 
Tipton, where I saw the Secretary, on Sunday 
the 13th of the same month, reviewing a portion 
of the troops there and in Syracuse, leaving the 
same day, and on the 14th ordered the work on 
the fortifications at St. Louis to be stopped; this 
was done without notice to Frémont. And at the 
time Messrs. Cameron and Thomas were in his 
camp, they were the bearers of an order to relieve 
him of command, dated October 7th, six days 
prior to their visit. Yet they did not serve the 
order, or inform the general that such was in 
being. ‘This order was left in St. Louis, in the 
hands of inferior officers, and General Frémont 
permitted to march south with his forces in pur- | 
suit of Price, which he did with the full knowl- | 
edge of Secretary Cameron and Adjutant Thomas | 
on the morning of the 14th. 

On the morning of the 16th, two days after Fré- 
mont left the railroad at Tipton, the Van Wyck || 
committee commenced its investigations at St. 
Louis; and the order for the relief of General Fré- 
mont from command was changed from the 7th 
to the 24th of October,as willappear by reference 
tu the instrument itself. The committee closed 
their testimony on the 29th, two days after the 
alteration of the date of the order, which, thus mu- 
tilated by irresponsible hands, was served on him | 
at Springfield, November 2d, one hundred and | 
thirty miles from where Secretary Cameron left 
him. The order to relieve General Frémont was | 
signed by General Scott, and before it was served | 
on him, which was twenty-six days after its first, | 
and nine days after its last date, General Scott || 
had retired from service, and General McClellan || 
was commander-in-chief; and so strangely was || 
this business transacted, that General McClellan || 
on the 2d of November, the same day that Gen- || 
eral Frémont was relieved at Springfield, Mis- |, 
souri, issued an order at Washington, directing || 
him what course to pursue with his army. This || 
was duly received on the 4th, by General Fré- | 
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| tucky, at Paduca 
| the entire State of Missouri, was fully established 
| and maintained. His removal, atthe time he had 





mont, two days after its date, on his way to St. 
Louis, in obedience to the prior order. 

This is the most singular conduct ever emana- 
ting from any department of any Government. 
Let us review it. An order to relieve the major 
general commanding the western departmemt is 
issued and signed by the commander-in-chief, 
October 7; is carried by the Secretary of War and 
his Adjutant General to the camp of the command- 
ing general six days after its date, and knowing 
that he is intending to move with an army of fort 
thousand men, in pursuit of an enemy in the field, 


nication, they stop the work on the fortifications 
ordered by him prior to starting. Two days after 


| this an investigating committee, which was ap- 
| pointed by Congress sixteen days before Major 


General Frémont entered on his duties (and not- 
withstanding this committee was appointed at the 


| instance of the chairman toexamine the Secretary’s 
_ conduct, then challenged by him as imprudentand 
|| unjust) commence an investigationof this new de- 
| partment, without notice to the general of its pur- | 


‘ 


| with all the equipments for war, do not serve the | 
| order, or preventthe movementofthearmy. After | 
he has gone from the last point of prompt commu- | 


pose, gathering its information from his avowed | 
known and personalenemies; the date of the order | 

P ; 
to relieve changed by irresponsible inferior officers | 


to the 24th of the same month. The committee 


closed their investigation on the 29th, five days || 


after this change of date. The order isnot served | 


until the 2d of November, nine days after its last 


date, and four days after the committee close their 


testimony, when an order from McClellan reached 


Warsaw, Missouri, in two days. The trip can 


be readily made from St. Louis to Springfield in | 
three days, being one hundred and sixty miles | 


by railroad, and one hundred and thirty by good 


| wagon road. The investigating committee com- 
| menced its labors two 
| the railroad, and left before he returned. And the | 


ys after he started from 


commander-in-chief did not know that a major | 
general was relieved twenty-six days after the | 


order issued. Whether this singular coincidence 


was by the committee recognized atthe time, I do | 


not know; but that no man’s good name should 
be assailed in his absence, without notice, has been 


settled as good law. And thatacommander-in- | 
chief should learn in less than twenty-six days 


that an order to relieve a major general, who was 
commanding an extensive department, with over 
sixty thousand troops, had issued, will hardly 

ladies here. 
It will be remembered that while he pursued 
Price with a heavy force, his occupation of Ken- 
h, Cairo, Illinois, with almost 


succeeded in concentrating his forces at Spring- 
field for his certain and swift descent on Price’s 
army, was fatal, not only to him, but to the State 
of Missouri and the country. With an army in 
high spirits, well disciplined, with some seven 
thousand cavalry, eighty-six pieces of artillery, 
and the remainder infantry, abundant trains, with 


| provisions, such as could not be procured in the 


country, had it not been for two occurrences, 
which are worthy of notice here, General Frémont 
would have engaged Price before the order for his 
relief reached him. One was the swollen condi- 
tion of the Osage river, over which he threw a 
trussel bridge eight hundred feet in length through 


_adeep and rapid current in thirty-six working 
| hours—getting the material from the forest—on 
|| which his army passed with all his artillery and 
stores, and returned again under General Hunter. | 


The second hinderance was the tardy movements 
of Generals Pope and Hunter. 
The country has been informed by the public- 


ation of Adjutant General Thomas’s diary of his | 


peregrinations through Missouri and Kentucky, 


among other and singular things, that for want of 
| meansof transportation, General Frémont’s army 


could not moveatall, which atthe date of his report 
had moved sixty miles from where he saw it, and 
built a bridge over a navigable river, and moving 
on; and secondly, that Generals Hunter and Pope 
could not do so for the same reason. To disabuse 
the public mind, I will insert the statement of Col- 
onel I. C. Woods, chief of transportation, made to 
the general, under date of October 18, at Warsaw, 
showing the amount and character of transporta- 
tion of each division of the army, except Gen- 
erals Lane’s and Sturgis’s. The reportshows the 





number of teams, whether Government, hired 
pressed, of each division, at that date: 





March 4, 


_—— 


» or 


Government. Hired. 
General Hunter....205 


General Pope...... 90 
General Sigel...... 192 25 Enou ressed 
| General Asboth....165 15 aoe ’ “ _ 
General McKinstry. 30 
Colonel Marshall... 10 - 12 “ 
i Hoiman..... 3 
ajor Zagonyi..... 12 - 2 “ for b 
Headquarters...... 16 : 3 “ a 


i 
| 


i 


633 40 97 


Yet Pope reached Springfield cnly on the 2d of 
November, and Hunter late in the evening of the 
3d, and his command on the 4th, where Frémont 
and the other divisions had been for over a week. 
And though the roads were good, their teams did 
not arrive with tents, cooking utensils, and pro- 
visions foresome time afterwards, putting their 
men to severe and unnecessary exposure, which 
I saw with sorrow, and of which I have a right 
and a willto speak ofhere. A portion of my con. 
stituents were in those commands. The neglect 
was unnecessary,and I am now,as I was then, and 
there stated, firmly convinced that it was done to 
create distrust in the minds of the troops against 
General Frémont; and that they had teams is fur- 
ther evidenced by their subsequent arrival. The 
advance divisions saved their men by hauling their 
knapsacks, leaving them their arms and ammu- 


| nition to carry; the roads were good. The world 
| may determine whether it was a part of the com- 
| bination when they know who took command. 








While General Frémont was at Springfield, 
Price with a much heavier force was at Cassville, 


| and at intermediate points between those places, 


his advance at one time reaching to Wilson’s 
Creek battle-ground, ten miles from Springfield; 
his heaviest forces being at Cassville, and Mc- 
Culloch at Flat Creek, nearer our forces. That 
the armies would soon have met and fought is 
beyond any doubt, unless Price had again fled; 
and in that case every preparation was made for 
a most vigorous pursuit, with ample amounts of 
stores for the severest campaign. It has been 
said that Price was not in force and threatening 
a battle. I shall be willing to believe what such 
officers as Sigel, Asboth, Albert, and numer- 
ous scouts, loyal citizens of Missouri, as well 
as officers from our camp sent to Price’s for 
the exchange of prisoners, believed to be true. 
I conversed with them at the time. In this be- 
lief I particularly rely on the statements of Gen- 
eral Franz Sigel, whose reputation as a military 
commander is established both in Europe and 


| America, who had command of the advance, 


and who used in my presence, to Colonels Hudson 
and Lovejoy, the following words: ‘1 know that 
we will fight Price in forty-eight hours;”’ and but 
for the arrival of Hunter and Pope, and removal 
of Frémont, it would have taken place. The 
arrival of two divisions of an army was to Price 
tangible, and his information certain, that Fré- 
mont’s forces had reached him, but that General 
Frémont would be removed at that time, and under 
the circumstances surrounding him and his army, 
no man of Price’s good sense would believe,even 
if he had heard it. » That Hunter believed the ad- 
vance of the enemy to be near I am well convinced 
from the caution he exercised in making a recon- 
noissance in force to the old battle-ground, in which 
I accompanied him. 

And, again, only eight days after General Hun- 
ter’s order to retire with his forces north of the 
Osage river, Price followed him, and captured part 
of his train, and for thirty-six consecutive days rav- 
aged all the country south of the Osage, and much 
of that tying north of it. Atthe town of Warsaw, 
where General Frémont crossed the Osage river, 
and General Hunter returned on the bridge of 
which I have spoken, if we are to believe the news- 
papers, our own officers burned a portion of our 

uartermaster and commissary stores, to prevent 
their falling into the hands of the enemy, so closely 
were they pursued more than one hundred miles 
north of Springfield. We all rejoiced over vic- 
tories made by General Davis, with part of Pope’s 
division, more than one hundred miles north of 
where Frémont had carried peace and quict. Sir, 
the voice of citizens plundered, and the blood of 
loyal men murdered in all that country by the 
enemy, after General Frémont’s removal, will 
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rise up against those who were engaged in pro- || the committee do not of their judgment attempt to '| traitors—the entire foreign population loyal. The 
curing it. 


: nel i pass upon it, but introduce General Curtis as a || feud between the German and Irish element when 
To-day we are again rejoicing over victories of || witness of differentopinion. I must confess that |} Frémont reached St, Louis was of a character 
our brave troops at Springfield, and on the exact 
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lines of march which Frémont made and intended 


tomake. These gunboats and mortar boats scour | 


the rivers, carrying all before them; the forces 
organized by him now in Kentucky, under the 
brave Generals Smith, Grant, Wallace, and Mc- 
Clernand, and the forces under General Buell, are 
marching on the identical roads, and taking the 
same towns, which General Frémont advised the 
President, by the following letter of September 8, 
should be secured: 
(Private.) 
HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
. September 8, 1861. 

My Dear Sir: [ send by another hand what I ask you 
to consider in respect to the subject of the note by your 
special messenger. 

In this I desire to ask your attention to the position of 
affairs in Kentucky. As the rebel troops, driyen out from 
Missouri, had invaded Kentucky in considera force, and 
by occupying Union City, Hickutan, and Columbus, were 
preparing to seize Paducah and attack Cairo, I judged it 
impossible, without losing important advantages, to defer 
any longer a forward movement. For this purpose I have 
drawn from the Missouri side a part of the force which had 
been stationed at Bird’s Point, Cairo, and Cape Girardeau, 
to Fort Holt and Paducah, of which places we have taken 
possession. As the rebel forces outnumber ours, and the 
counties of Kentucky between the Mississippi and Ten- 
nessee rivers, as well as those along the latter and the Cum- 
berland, are strongly secessionist, it becomes imperatively 
necessary to have the codperation of the loyal Union forces 
under Generals Anderson and Nelson, as well as of those 
already encamped opposite Louisville, under Colonel Ros- 
seau. 
giments, and will continue to strengthen the position with 
men and artillery. As soon as General Sinith, who com- 
mands there, is reinforced sufficiently to enable him to 


spread his forees, he will have to take and hold Mayfield | 
and Lovelaceville to be in the rear and flank of Colum- | 


bus, and to occupy Smithland, controlling in this way the 
mouths of both the Tennessee and the Cumberland rivers. 

Atthe same time Colonel Rousseau should bring his force, 
increased, if possible, by two Ohio regiments, in boats to 
Henderson,and taking the Henderson and Nashville railroad 
occupy Hopkinsville, while General Nelson should go with 
a foree of five thousand by railroad to Louisville, and from 
there to Bowling Green. As the population in all the coun- 
ties through which the’above railroads pass are loyal, this 
movement could be made without delay or molestation to 
the troops. Meanwhile Gencral Grant would take posses- 
sion of the entire Cairo and Fulton railroad, Piketon, New 
Madrid, and the shore of the Mississippi opposite Hickman 
and Columbus. The foregoing disposition having been ef- 
fected, a combined attack will be made upon Columbus, 
and if successful in that, upon Hickman, while Rousseau 
and Nelson will move in concert, by railroad, to Nashville, 
Tennessee, occupying the State capital and, with an ade- 
quate foree, New Providence. The conclusion of this move- 
ment would be a combined advance toward Memphis, on 
the Mississippi, as well as the Memphis and Ohio railroad, 
and I trust the result would be a glorious one to the coun- 
try. In reply to a letter from General Sherman, by the hand 


[ have reinforced, yesterday, Paducah with two re- | 





it was with some surprise I read in the report 
that General Curtis thought the fortifications un- 
necessary. I perfectly recollect that in conversa- 
tion with him at his house at the barracks, where 
he was in command, on the day prior to General 
Frémont’s starting to Jefferson City and Tipton, 
en route for Springfield and Price, he said to me, 
that the troops then at the barracks were raw, 
some of them unarmed, could not defend the city 


| against the attack of an ordinary force, and that 


the barracks should liave been built in the State of 
Illinois, putting the Mississippi river between 
them and the enemy. 

It does seem to me that ‘fortifications were as 
necessary as this precaution, particularly as troops 
are to defend against, and not to be defended by 
the enemy. St. Louis is a large city; it was to 
Frémont what Washington is to McClellan—his 
base of operations; that while the Potomac river, 


| a mile in width, forms a protection to this city, 


running as it does between it and the enemy’s ad- 
vance, preventing the egress and ingress of spies, 
St. Louis is on the south side of the river, with 
its approaches all exposed, and the river a barrier 
against reinforcements from the loyal States, as 
certainly as the Missouri river was to General 
Sturgis, who was unable to aid Mulligan, though 
only the river between them, and the remainder of 
General Stone’s command when Baker fell. Yet 
not only General Scott and General McClellan 
thought it necessary to fortify Washington, but 
this Congress, at its special session and this one, 
have voted directly for that purpose many hun- 
dred thousands of dollars. Is property in Wash- 


ington, the lives of her people, or the cause of | 
| justice, or duty of her military officer to maintain 


it, more sacred or more binding than im St. Louis? 

The committee affirm that the soldiers should 
have built those fortifications. These were in all 
aheavy work. It was warm weather; the climate, 
as has been clearly proven, not congenial to the 
northern soldier until acclimated; but the strong- 
est reason was that the troops at §t. Louis were 
received raw and generally unarmed. They were 
necessarily equipped and drilled as soon as possi- 
ble and thrown to the outposts. This was the 


| continued and necessary practice at that point. 


No body of troops were retained after being fully 
armed and equipped; and, indeed, necessity sent 
many to outposts not wellarmed and drilled. ‘The 
Governors of States who came up so nobly to the 
cause requested, in all cases, that their troops be 


| supplies to their entire army. 


| approaching an outbreak. By the expenditure of 
| this money the city was quieted. The fortifica- 


tions were so built as to command both the city 
and the approaches to it, including the river above 
and below it. ‘The city is wealthy, and if it should 
fall into the hands of the enemy would furnish 
heirs is a war of 
robbery; ours of protection. 

Again: General Frémont needed all his forces, 
his purpose being, so soon as quiet was restored 
in the southwest part of the State, by the destruc- 
tion of Price’s army, which ina few days he would 
have effected, without returning with his army to 
St. Louis, to have met his combined forces at the 
river, and, with aconcerted movement of his Ken- 
tucky troops, with his gunboats and mortar boats 
and Missouri forces, to move down the river, 
leaving St. Louis in charge of troops enough to 
man her fortifications, it being his grand depot, 
the center of travel and trade of the West, ap- 
proached by seven railroads—three in Illinois and 
four in Missouri—as well as river Jine between 
those States, opening to his gunboats and mortar 
boats the Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, Cumber- 
land, and lower Mississippi rivers. Connected 
as it is by telegraph with the free States and the 
capital, he could keep up his lines of communi- 
cation for all purposes with the granaries of Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio, and Iowa. The great, free 
Northwest could pour her troops into his army 
in any need, 

Sir, the life, the spirit, the labor, the plan, and 
the success of this great western campaign, is Gen- 
eral John C. Frémont’s. History and the honest 
judgment of mankind will give it to him, and he 
will yet have the reward of his labor, combinations 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

As a question of economy, the fortification of 
St. Louis was entirely tenable. That city has a 
population of one hundred and sixty thousand; 
her best fighting loyal element was already in our 
lines, away from their homes, They knew the 
danger, because compelled to quell rebellion at 
their own door-steps. With their homes fortified, 
those troops felt that the Government was in earn- 
est, and cared for them; a feeling not so prevalent 
with many three months’ men, if we may believe 
General Lyon, who said they were dispirited and 
felt they were neglected. Confidence is all and 
all to fighting men. There is no man who loves 
his country but who loves his family; and he who 
knows that his family is in danger of these mur- 


| not thrown into active service without drill. Fré- 
| mont’s was not a besieging or a besieged army. 
He was in command only 100 days, in which time 
he raised his forces from 15,000 to 62,000, arming, 
equipping, feeding, and clothing them, attended 
with the difficulties which I have already named, 
moving them toand fortifying peints distant from 


ot Judge Wiiliams, in relation to the vast importance of se- 
curing possession, in advance, of the country lying between 
the Ohio, ‘Tennessee, and ‘Mississippi, [ have to-day sug- 
gested the first part of the preceding plan. By extending my 
command to Indiana, Tennessee, and Kentucky, you would 
enable me to attempt the accomplishment of this all -import- 
ant result; and in order to secure the secresy necessary to 
its success, | shall not extend the communication which 


derous slave-drivers, whose course so far is one 
of robbery and slaughter, treads with unsteady 
step the path which leads from home; but when 
he feels himself in danger for the safety of those 
objects of his hope and affection, he counts no 
odds, and proudly meets his foes. Butto holda 
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Ihave made to General Sherman, or repeat it to any one 
else. 


With high respect and regard, [ am, very truly, yours, 
J. C. FREMONT. 

The PresipEnT. 

This was before the enemy had occupied them, 
and they could have been seized without blood. 
Nashville would have been in our possession by 
the lst of October, and the Union citizens of Ten- 
nessee have been saved from the hellish murders 
inflicted on them. The blood of the murdered of 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Missouri, in battle, in 
the secret places of the mountains, in the prairies 
and forests, fields, and highways, will, like Abel’s, 
cry to God from the ground for this double mur- 
der. The enemies of freedom in the South rose 
against her friends there, and the enemies of free- 
dom here rose up against their deliverer and de- 
stroyed him, cutting off, for a long time, all aid, 
while the caverns of the mountains echo back the 
dying shrieksof murdered loyal citizens; and still 
the combination in full conspiracy, coldly calcu- 
lates upon the flexibility of the American mind, 
hoping still to mold it for their further use. Fré- 
mont was removed because the slave power de- 
manded it. 

_ The question of the necessity for the fortifica- 
tion of any pointisa military one, to be determ- 
ined by the officer in command, at the time and 
place, in view of the surroundings, and whether 
St. Louis should have been fortified was properly 





| 





| 
| 


St. Louis as follows: Cape Girardeau, 120 miles; 


Ironton, 80; Bird’s Point, 200; Jefferson City, 125; | 


Rolla, 120; and Cairo, Illinois, 200; and Paducah, 


Kentucky, 230; besides moving forces over and | 


quieting all north and west Missouri, watching 
and repairing railroads through, and holding mil- 
itary occupation of, almost the entire State, mov- 
ing near 40,000 men 290 miles by way of Tipton 
to Springfield, guarding the entire country, driving 
a victorious army before him, and giving peace 
and quiet to the people, except in the south bor- 


| der, and would in a few days have cleared the State 


of enemies, had he not been removed. If he had 


| simply been stationed with an immense force to 


guard the city of St. Louis, as has been the case 
at this city, he could have fortified itas he did his 
outposts ‘with his soldiers, and, too, without the 


| aid of Congress. 


Again: General Frémont found the commerce 
and labor of the city paralyzed, and much want 
and suffering; alarge number of the laboring peo- 
ple of St. — thrown out of employ, dissatisfied 
with the Government, because taught by those 


wealthy and traitorous scoundrels who had fur- | 
nished them labor, but now did not, that the Gov- | 


ernment was the cause of the war and their suffer- 
ing. The labor on the barracks and fortifications 
furnished employ for several thousand hands, at 
good wages, and by this oe the minds of 
many men were disabused, 


and St. Louis now | 





city of the size of St. Louis without fortification, 
against forces which could in the rear of an ad- 
vancing army rise and seize its stores or burn the 
city, it would require fully ten thousand well- 
armed troops, with costs not varying materially 
from the following: . 
10,000 men at wages 43 cents per day........+.+0+++94,300 
= “ atexpenses 25 ‘* ee coccee 2,000 
500 horses, for teams and artillery, 20 cents perday, 100 


$6,900 

In addition, it will require one hundred wagons 
and harness for horses, with wear and tear inall, 
equaling $8,000 per day. The fortifications will 
require less than half that number of men, wagons, 
horses, and arms. So that the expense of $4,000 
per day, with a loss of five thousand men, et 
wagons, two hundred and fifty horses, and artil- 
lery for field service, with arms for all, can be 
saved by the fortifications, which would be a sav- 
ing, in fifty days, of their entire cost, at the price 
they were built, not counting the service in the 
field of the spare forces. Now, when quiet is 
restored, it is said they were not needed. It is 
easy to say that a successful precaution was not 
necessary. 

But what made St. Louis safe? Was it those 
committees which have followed General Frémont 
so perseveringly at such respectful distances? 
Was it the policy which has suffered the Potomac 
blockaded, both above and below the capital—the 


the province of General Frémont to decide; in fact, || presents the spectacle of poor patriots and wealthy |! Baltimore and Ohio railroad and canal detroyed— 
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three out of four of the approaches to the city of | 
Washington cut off—which surrenders the Har- 
per’s Ferry manufactory of arms and arsenal, 
with machinery, tothe enemy—anarmy murdered 
at Ball’s Bluff, in sight of their brave and anxious 
friends, without means of relief—the capital, with 
two hundred thousand men, beleagured for six 
months—was it these? No! no! It was a brave 
and active army, imbued with the same spirit of 
freedom which moved him who organized it. 

But in addition to the deprivations against which 
Lyon and Frémont had to contend, of which I 
have spoken, troops and arms were called from 
that endangered and needy department, at times, 
too, when they were most required, compelling 
General Lyon, at one time, to the unwelcome ne- 
cessity of refusing to obey the orders of the Gov- 
ernment, and withholding troops from superior | 
demand. And as testimony to prove what I have 
said, | introduce ahd incorporate in my remarks 
letters and telegrams, and extracts of each from 
the correspondence of Generals Lyon and Fré- 
mont; and for the further purpose of dispelling 
the unjust aspersions so industriously circulated 
against Frémont, charging him with a neglect of 
duty to General Lyon in not reinforcing him prior 
to the battle of Wilson’s Creek, showing by the 
telegrams of General McClellan and the President 
their opinions of the importance of holding Cairo 
and northeast Missouri, and the necessity of sav- 
ing this region, which Jay in proximity to the 
river and State of Kentucky, which would, in the 
hands of the enemy, directly endanger the city of 
St. Louis and entire State of Missouri. 

These telegrams and official writings will show 
the following state of facts: 

That General Frémont took charge of his com- 
mand July 25, 1861. 

That it was imperatively necessary to reinforce 
Cairo. 

That the enemy’s forces far exceeded any pos- 
sible numbers Frémont could bring to bear. 

That your troops were not fed, paid, or clothed, 
by the Government, while Lyon was in command. 

That General Lyon made urgent requests for 
them. 

That drafts were made on him for troops until 
he finally refused to obey the order. 

That General Frémont reinforced Cairo on the 
2d of August, which was as soon as possible. 

That the department was destitute of money or 
supplies, 

That Government would not pay attention to 
his urgent requests more than it did Lyon’s. 
* That General Frémont ordered troops to Gen- 
eral Lyon, August 3d, seven days prior to the 
fight at Wilson’s Creek, which mam Aenapent 10th. | 

That General Lyon notified Frémont that, in 
case of failure to reinforce him, he would retire. 

That a failure to reinforce Cairo would have 
lost the State, with St, Louis, and not have saved 
Lyon, because he would have been surrounded. 

That there were not armed troops enough to re- 
inforce both. 





HeapQuarRTers DEPARTMENT OF Onto, 
CINCINNATI, June 18. 
Cuester Harpina, jr., Assistant Adjutant General : 
Have received order placing Missouri under my com- 
mand. Wilileave for St. Louis to-morrow. Ifmore troops | 
are needed, telegrafh me details of case. | 
G. B. McCLELLAN, Major General. 





Boonevitte, Missouri, July 2, 1861. 
Dear Cotone.: | hope to move to-morrow, and think 
it more important just now to goto Springfield. My force 
in moving from here will be about twenty-four hundred 
men. Major Sturgis wiil have about twenty-two hundred 
men, and you know what force has gone to Springfield from 
St. Louis, so that you see what amount of provisions we 
shall want supplied at that point. Please attend to us as 
effectuaily as possible. Our line should be kept open by all 
means. Limust be governed by circumstances at Spring- 
field. You will, of course, have due attention to the south- 
east. The State Journal is outrageous, and must be stopped. 
You will take such measures as you think best to effect | 
this. Oureause is suffering from too much indulgence, and 
you must so advise our friends in St. Louis. Colonel Ste- | 
venson inust have pretty strong garrisons at the points he 
occupies on the river, and he must have support from other 
States as occasion seems to require. Colonel Curtis is, I 
suppose, on the Hannibal and St. Joseph road. Rigorous 
measures should be shown the disorderly in that region. | 
Our operations are becoming extensive, and our staff offi- | 
cers must kecp up with ouremergencies. We need here a 4 
regular quartormasterand commissary. Cannot something | 
be done tor us fron Washington ? 


‘ 
Yours, truly, N. LYON, Commanding. 
Colonel HaRvine, St. Louis Arsenal. 


P. 53.—I cannot spare more than three hundred stand of 
arme for home guards at Jefferson. {| shall not be able to | 














on. 


HeapquaRTeERS DEPARTMENT OHIO 
BucKHANNON, July 5, 1861. 
To Cuester Harpina, “Assistant Adjutant General : 


Supply other portions of the State with the samc a r- } 
ui «ke, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1] 


Communicate freely with Prentiss. If he does not need | 


Wyman you can take him. ‘Telegraph to General Pope at 


Alton, to give you a regiment, and to Hurlbut, at Quincy, | 


to give you another. 


Do not luse sight of importance of Cairo, and of its op- | 


erations in southeastern Missouri. Write to me fully. 
G. B. MeCLELLAN, Major General U. S. 4. 


HEaDQUARTERS SouTHWeEsT ExPeDITIoN, 
SPRINGFIELD, Missouri, July 13, 1861. 
Sin: Larrived at this place early this evening, two or 
three hours in advance of my troops, who are encamped a 
few miles back. I have about five thousand men to be pro- 
vided for, and have expected to find stores here, as I have 


ordered. ‘I'he failure of stores reaching here seems likely | 


to cause serious embarrassment, Which must be aggravated 


by continued delay, and in proportion to the time Iam forced | 
* 


to wait for supplies. * *  ™* J shall endeavor to 
take every due precaution to mect existing emergencies,and 
hope to be able to sustain the cause of the Government in 
this part of the State. But there must be no loss of time in 
furnishing me the resources I have herein mentioned. I 


have lost in reaching this place about four days’ time by the | 
|| and, were it not that some of them were en route to this 


high waters in Grand and Osage rivers, which made it ne- 
cessary to ferry them. The same difficulty prevented Sturgis 
from colperating with Sigel in time to afford any aid. 
Pivase telegraph to McClellan and to Washington anything 
in this letter you deem of importance to these headquar- 
teis. Shoes, shirts, blouses, &c., are much wanted, and I 
would have you furnish them, if possible, in considerable 
quantities. 

Yours truly, N. LYON, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 
Colonel Cuester Harpine, St. Louis Arsenal. 


(By telegraph from Chicago, July 15, 1861.) 


St. Louis Arsenat, July 15, 1861. 
To Cuester HarpbIna, jr. : 


Have dispatched condition of affairs to General Frémont, | 


and asked authority to take the field in north Missouri with 


five more regiments. Expect answer to-night. Will go | 
down and confer with you as soon as | hear. How did you | 


succeed with, Harris? 
JOHN POPE, Brigadier General. 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE West, 
SPRINGFIELD, Missourt, July 15, 1861. 
CotoneL: General Lyon is now here with about seven 
thousand men, of these fully one half are three months’ vol- 
unteers Whose term of service has nearly expired ; the latest 


expiring on the bith of August. Governor Jackson is con- | 


centrating his forces in the southwestern part of the State, 
and is receiving large reinforcements from Arkansas, Ten- 
nessec, Louisiana, and Texas. His effective force will 
soon be certainly not less than thirty thousand men, prob- 
ably much larger. All idea of any further advance move- 
ment, or ofeven maintaining our present position, must soon 
be abandoned, unless the Government furnish us promptly 
with large reinforcements and supplies. Our troops are 
badly clothed, poorly fed, and imperfectly supplied with 
tents; none of them have yet been paid; and the three 
months’ volunteers have become disheartened to such ex- 
tent that very few of them are willing to renew their en- 
listment. The blank pay rolls are not here, and the long 
time required to get them here, fill them up, send them to 
Washington, have the payment ordered, and the paymaster 
reach us, leaves us no hope that our troops can be paid for 
five or six weeks to come. Under these circumstances, 
there remains no other course but to urgently press upon 
the attention of the Government the absolute necessity of 
sending us fresh troops at once, with ample supplies for 
them, and for those now here. At least ten thousand men 
should be sent, and that promptly. You will send the in- 
closed dispatch by telegraph to General McClellan, and also 
to the War Department, and forward by mail a copy of this 
letter. 

Lose no time in fitting for the field the three years’ vol- 
untcers now at the arsenal, and send them here as soon as 
possible. Call for Colonet MecNeil’s regiment of home 
guards to garrison at the arsenal, and allow him to organ- 
ize it for the regular three years’ service if he desires to do 
so. It isbeheved that the remaining home guards will be 
sufficient for the city. Should it be necessary, their term 
of service can be renewed, for a short period, for the pur- 
pose ofa city garrison. ‘The general is notaware whether 
Colonel Smith’s regiment has yet taken the field; if not, he 
presumes that both his and Colonel Bland’s regiments may 
be sent here without delay. You may doubtless leave the 
care of the southeast part of the State to General Prentiss. 
Should St. Louis be in danger from that direction, troops 
could easily be called from Illinois and Indiana for its de- 
fense; moreover, a force moving on St. Louis from the 
south would be exposed to attack in rearfrom Cairo. Hence 
there seems little or no danger from that direction. Unless 
we are speedily reinforced here we will soon lose all we 
have gained, Our troops have made long marches, done 
much effective service, and suffered no small privations. 
They have received no pay nor clothing from the Govern- 
ment, and the small stock furnished by privage contribution 
is now exhausted ; so that unless the Government gives us 
relief speedily, our thus far successful campaign will prove 
a failure. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient sei vant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Captain Eleventh Infantry, Acting Adjutant General 
To Colonel Cuester Harpina, Adjutant General Missouri 

Volunteers, St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri. 


P. S. Cannot Colonel Curtis’s regiment be spared from 
St. Joseph; and, if so, send it forward. 
N. LYON, Commanding. 











March 4, 


Heapqvuarters Riptey County Batration 
Camp Burrows, July 16, 1861, ’ 


Dear Sir: If there is any way to communicate w 


ith th 
Governor, through any person in St. Louis, please : 


let me 


_ know it. Lam advancing,and General Yell will follow me 


in a few days with five thousand men. He will take posi 
tion between Rolla and Ironton, and act as circumstances 
dictate. General Watkins will move up, sustained by Gen- 
eral Pillow, and if proper energy is exercised we can drive 
the enemy north of the Missouri and into St. Louis in thirty 
days. You will please let me hear from you, verbally or 


| hot, through the person through whom this passes; and 


please send the Daily Journal for a short time to Don 
as it will be sent to me by my couriers. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Col. M. JEFF THOMPSON, 
Commanding Ripley County Battalion. 


Joseru TUCKER, Esq., Editor The State Journal, St. Louis. 


Dear Miss ——: I have not heard from you yet, but 
make free to trust this to your care. 


iphan, 


SPRINGFIELD, Missourt, July 17, 186), 
Sir: I inclose you a copy of a letter to Colonel Town. 
send on thggsubject of an order from General Scott, which 
ealls for fiV@ companies of the second infantry to be with. 
drawn from the West ana sent to Washington. A previous 
order withdraws the mounted troops, as I am informed, 


place, they would now be in Washington. This order car- 


| ried out would not now leave at Fort Leavenworth a sin- 





gle company. I have companies B and E second infantry 
now under orders for Washington, and if all these troops 
leave me I can do nothing, and must retire, in the absence 
of other troops to supply their places. In fact, 1 am badly 
enough off at the best, and must utterly fail if my regulars 
all go. At Washington, troops from all the northern, mid- 


| dle, and eastern States are available for the support of the 


army in Virginia, and more are understood to be already 
there than are wanted, and it seems strange that so many 
troops must go on from the West and strip us of the means 
of defense; but if itis the intention to give up the West, 
let it be so—it can only be the victim of imbecility or mal- 
ice. Scott will cripple us if he can. Cannot you stir up 
this matter and secure us relief? See Frémont, if he has 
arrived. The want of supplies has crippled me so that I 
cannot move, and I do not know when [I can. Everything 
seems to combine against me at this point. Stir up Blair. 
Yours, truly, * LYON, Commanding. 


Colonel Harpine, St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri. 


(By telegraph from Chicago, dated 17, received July 17,1861.) 


To Major General Frémont, U. S: 4., New York ; 

We need specially, to fit out one or two regiments of 
cavalry, sabers and revolvers. There are absolutely none 
in this part of the country. 


JOHN POPE, Brigadier General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF West, 
SPRINGFIELD, Missourt, July 17, 1861. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
special order No. 112 from headquarters, under date of July 
5, directing the removal from the department of the West 
of companies B, C, F, G, and H, second infantry, and of 
Captain Sweeny, now acting brigadier general, by election, 
of volunteers. The communication reached me yesterday 
at this place. 

I have been drawn to this point by the movements of the 
rebel forces in this State, and have accumulated such troops 
as I could make available, including those in Kansas. My 
aggregate is between seven and eight thousand men, more 
than half of whom are three montis’ volunteers, some of 
whose term of enlistment has just expired; others will 
claim a discharge within a week or two; and the dissolu- 
tion of my forces from this necessity, already commenced, 
will leave me less than four thousand men, including com- 
panies B and E, second infantry, now with me. In my 
immediate vicinity it is currently reported there are thirty 
thousand troops and upward, whose number is constantly 
augmenting, and who are diligently accumulating arms and 
stores. They are making frequent lawless and hostile dem- 
onstrations, and threaten me with attack. The evils con- 
sequent upon the withdrawal of any portion of my force 
will be apparent; loyal citizens will be unprotected, re- 
pressed treason will assume alarming boldness, and possible 
defeat of my troops in battle will peril the continued as- 
cendency of the Federal power itself not only in the State, 
but in the whole West. 

If the interests of the Government are to be sustained 
here, and, in fact, in the whole valley of the Mississippi, 
large bodies of troups should be sent forward to this State, 
instead of being withdrawn from it, till, by concentration, 
there may be ability to overpower any force that canbe gath- 
cred in the West to act against the Government. Troops 
properly belonging to the valley of the Mississippi from Wis- 
eonsin, Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio, have already been 
withdrawn to the East. The moral effect of the presence 
of the few regulars in my command is doubtless the main 
consideration that holds the enemy in check, and with 
them I may be able to retain what has already been achieved 
until I am strengthened ; but any diminution will be immi- 
nently hazardous. ; 

The volunteers with me have yet had no pay for their 
services, and their duties have been arduous. Their cloth- 
ing has become dilapidated, and, as a body, they are dis- 
pirited. But fer these facts, they would probably nearly all 
have reénlisted. I have no regular officers of the pay depart- 
ment, nor the commissary and quartermaster ; the affairs 
of both the last are consequently indifferently administered, 
from want of experience. Nothing but the immense inter- 
ests at stake could have ever induced me to undertake the 
great work in which I am engaged, under such discourag- 
ing circumstances. In this state of affairs, presumed to 
have been unknown when the order was issued, I have 
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felt justified in delaying its execution for further instruc- 
tion, so far as the companies with me are concerned. 
Very respeecttully, your obedient servant, 
. N. LYON, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 
To Lieutenant Colonel Towssenp, 
Assistant Adjutant General, §c. 


Sr. Lovuts, July 19, 1861. 


x 


To Major General Fremont: 

It was the design to occupy southwest Missouri, cutting 
off all approaches from Arkansas by way of Pocahontas, to 
occupy Poplar Bluffs, Bloomfield, Greenville, and ttre line 
of the Cairo and Fulton railroad—accordingly one regiment 
is at Ironton, ready to advance when reinforced. Grant 
was under orders, but his orders were countermanded. 
Marsh is at Cape Girardeau, instructed to keep open com- 
munication with Bloomfield, where Grant was to be. Gen- 
eral Prentiss has eight regiments at Cairo, and could spare 
five of them to go into that country. If we once lose pos- 
session of the swamps of that region a large army will be 
required to clear them, while ifwe get possession first and 
hold the causeway a smaller force will do. General Me- 


Clellan telegraphed that he had authentic intelligence ofa | 


large army gathering at Pocahontas, according with what || are advancing in force from the South upon these lines. 


[have advised for weeks. Expecting you here daily, [ haye 
not telegraphed before ; but if you do not come at once, will 
you take into consideration the importance to Cairo that 
the southeast should be held by us? 
CHESTER HARDING, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


(By telegraph from Cincinnati, July 20, 1861.) 
Sr. Lours ARSENAL, July 20, 1861. 
To CuesTeR HARDING, jr., Assistant Adjutant General : 
In case of an attack on Cairo have none but Illinois 
troops to reinforce, and only eleven thousand arms in IIli- 


but you will only use them for defense of St. Louis, and 
in case of absolute necessity. 


time. G. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major General United States Army. 
Sr. Louis Arsenat, July 21, 1861. 

* * * . * + * * * * 


A week since General McClellan telegraphed that he had | 
the same definite information of troops crossing from Tén- | 


nessee and coming up from all parts of Arkansas to Poca- 
hontas, which I had learned from our scouts and spies, 


(one of them a piloi on a Memphis boat which had con- | 


veyed some of the troops over,) and had sent to him. 

Now, in the southeast we stand thus: two regiments, 
not in communication with each other; no artillery, a few 
home guards, against what they expect to be twenty thou- 
sand men, (regular troops, well provided,) who design 
marching upon St. Louis. 

I have explained all this to General Frémont, who will 
be here Tuesday, and who (as does General Pope) under- 
stands the threatened movement, and will take vigorous 


measures to meet it. 
*. * * 


* * 7” * * * *~ 


At home our friends are alarmed, and the city is uneasy. 
I receive about five deputations per diem, warning me tiat 
T ought not to send away so many troops, (two thousand 
two hundred U. S. R. C. left,) and sometimes hinting that 
I will be overhauled by higher powers for doing so. The 
only danger is in case of an advance from Arkansas. But 
the first demonstration will result in clearing St. Louis of 
its secession element. 

CHESTER HARDING, 


Assistant Adjutant General. 
To Brigadier General Lyon. 


(By telegraph from Cairo, 23d July, 1861.) 
St. Louis ARSENAL, July 23, 1861. 
To CuesTerR HaRpDING: 

Have but eight regiments here. Six of them are three 
months’ men. Their time expires this week—are reorgan- 
izing now. Ihave neither tents nor wagons, and must hold 
Cairo and Bird’s Point. The latter is threatened. I have 
but two guns equipped formoving. Thus you see I cannot 
comply with request. Again, news of this morning changes 
policy of rebels in Kentucky. They are organizing oppo- 
site. Watkins is encamped with two thousand seven miles 
from Bloomfield. He had no cannon and poorly armed. 
This may be the force you have heard from. 

B. M. PRENTISS, Brigadier General. 


WasnincTon, July 26, 1861. 
Dear Generac: I have two telegrams from you, but find 
it impossible now to get any attention to Missouri or west- 
ern matters from the authorities here. 
the best you can, and take all needful responsibility to de- 
fend and protect 
set. * * * 


Yours truly, and in haste, M. BLAIR. 


SPRINGFIELD, Missourt, July 27, 1861. 
Dear Sir: I have your notes about matters in St. Louis, 
&e., and your proceeding scems to me perfectly correct. 


Now that matters North seem more quiet, cannot you man- | 


age to get a few regiments this way? I am in the deepest 
concern on this subject, and you must urge this matter upon 
Frémont as of vital importance. These three months? vol- 


unteers would reénlist if they could be paid, but they are | 


now dissatisfied, and if troops do not replace them all that 
is gained may be lost. I have not been able to move for 
want of supplies, and this delay will exhaust the term of 
the three months’ men. Cannot something be done to have 


our men and officers paid, as well as our purchases paid | 


for? If the Government cannot give due attention to the 


West, her interests must have a corresponding disparage- | 


ment. 


Yours, truly, N. LYON, 


Brigadier General Commanding. 
Colonel C. Hanvtna, St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri. 


‘Telegraph me from time tu | 


You will have to do | 


the people over whom you are specially | 
* * * * + * 7 
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| pecting to forward, on the arrival, to my department. 


|| condition of the State is critical. 


| from Union City ordered there ; also troops from Randolph 
nois. Witt direct two regiments to be ready at Caseyville, || 


CONGRESSION A 


(Memorandum by Colonel Phelps, from General Lyon to | 


“See General Frémont about troops and stores for the | 


place. Our men have not been paid, and are rather dis- 
pirited ; they are badly off for clothing, and the want of shoes 
unfits them for marching. Some staff officers are badly 
needed, and the interests of the Government suffer for the 
wantof them. The time of the three months’ volunteers is 
nearly out, and on returning home, as most of them are dis- 
posed to, my command will be reduced too low for effective 
operations. Troops must at once be forwarded to supply 
their place. The safety of the State is hazarded. Orders 
from General Scott strip the entire West of regular forces, 
and increase the chances of sacrificing it. The public press 
is full of reports that troops from other States are moving 
toward the northern border of Arkansas for the purpose of 
invading Missouri.’’ 


Sr. Lovts, July 28, 1861. 
To Hon. W. H. Sewarp, Washiiigton: 
I ordered the arms shipped to New York to my order, ex- 


I 
trust you will confirm this disposition of them. ‘The rebels 


We have plenty of men, but absolutely no arms, and the 


J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 


(Received St. Louis, July 28, 1861.) 


Catro, July 28, 1861. 
To Major General Fremont: 
On yesterday three thousand rebels, west of Bird’s Point 
forty miles; three hundred at Madrid, and three regiments 


and Corinth. The number of organized rebels within fifty 
miles of me will exceed twelve thousand—that is, inclu- 
ding Randolph troops ordered, and not including several 
companies opposite in Kentucky. 
B. M. PRENTISS, 
Brigadier General. 


Sr. Louis, July 29, 1861. 
To Major Haener, Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York: 

The agent of Adams’s Express Company here has offered 
to bring me by passenger train any arms directed to me. 
Send everything you have for me by passenger trains, for 
which the express company will provide. 

Your letter of 24th received. 

There were no arms at the arsenal here to meet the order 
given for the five thousand. We must have arms—any 
arms, no matter what. : 

J.C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding Western Department. 


(Unofficial.) 


HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
St. Louis, July 30, 1861. 

My Dear Sir: You were kind enough to say that, as oc- 
casions of sufficient gravity arose, I might send youa private 
note. 

[ have found this command in disorder, nearly every 
county in an insurrectionary condition, and the enemy ad- 
vancing in force by different points of the southern frontier. 
Within a circle of fifty miles around General Prentiss there 
are about twelve thousand of the confederate forces, and 
five thousand Tennesseans and Arkansas men, under Har- 
dee, well armed with rifles, are advancing upon Ironton. 
Of these, two thousand are cavalry, which yesterday morn- 
ing were within twenty-four hours’ march of Ironton. Col- 
onel Bland, who had been seduced from this post, is falling 
back upon it. I have already reinforced it with one regi- 
ment, sent on another this morning, and fortified it. I am 
holding the railroad to Jronton and that to Rolla, so secur- 
ing our connections with the South. Other measures which 
I am taking I will not trust to a letter, and I write this only 
to inform you as to our true condition, and to say that, if I 
can obtain the material aid lam expecting, you may feel 
secure that the enemy will be driven out and the State re- 
duced to order. I have ordered General Pope back to north 
Missouri, of which he is now in command. 

I am sorely pressed for want of arms. I have arranged 
with Adams’s Express Company to bring nie everything with 
speed, and will buy arms to-day in New York. Our troops 
have not been paid, and some regiments are in a state of 
mutiny, and the men whose term of service is expired gen- 
erally refuse toenlist. I lost a fine regiment last night from 
inability to pay them a portion of the money due. This 
regiment had been intended to move on a critical post last 
night. The Treasurer of the United States has here $300,000 
entirely unappropriated. I applied to him yesterday for 
$100,000 for my Paymaster General Andrews, but was re- 
tused. We have not an hour for delay. There are three 
courses open to me. One, to let the enemy possess him- 
self of some of the strongest points in the State, and threaten 
St. Louis, which is insurrectionary. Second, to force a 
loan from secession banks here. Third, to use the money 
belonging to the Government, which is in the treasury here. 
Of course I will neither lose the State, or permit the enemy 
a foot of advantage. I have infused energy and activity 
into the department, and there is a thorough good spirit in 
Officers and men. 
to deliver the money in his possession to General Andrews, 
and will send a force to the treasury to take the money, and 
will direct such payments as the exigency requires. I will 
hazard everything for the defense of the department. You 
have confided to me, and I trust to you for support. 

With respect and regard, | am yours truly, 

J.C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 
The Prestpent or THe Unirep States. 










This morning I will order the treasurer | 


L GLOBE. 


General Frémont, July 27.) \| 
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(By telegraph from Cairo.) 
August 1, 1861. 
To Major General Frémont, St. Louis: 
The tollowing information just received is, I believe, re- 
liable. General Pillow was at New Madrid on the morn- 
ing of the 3lst, with eleven thousand troops well armed and 


| well drilled; two regiments of cavalry splendidly equipped; 


i 


| 
| 


one battery of flying artivery, 10-pounders, and ten guns 
manned and officered by foreigners ; several mountain how- 
itzers and other artillery, amounting in all to one hundred. 
Nine thousand more moving to reinforee. He has promised 
Governor Jackson to place twenty thousand men in Mis- 
souri atonce. IT have a copy of his proclamation, and also 
one of his written passes. c. C. MARSH, 
Colonel Commanding Camp Frémont. 


Upon this day, August 1, General Frémont went 
in person to reinforce Cairo, with what troops he 
could gather, and with as much display as pos- 
sible, in order to increase the apparent size of his 
small force. 

War DepartTMENT, WaSHINGTOoN, August 2, 1961. 
To General Frémont: 

Since ordering the two batteries for you yesterday, {t ap- 
pears one company has no guns and the other is in West- 
ern Virginia; neither can be withdrawn. The order is 
countermanded. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


(Telegram.) 


HeEapQuarrTers, Crtry or ALTON, 
Cartro, dugust 3, 1861. 
Captain J. C. Keiron, Assistant Adjutant General: 
Order Colonel J. D. Stevenson’s regiment to Rolla forth- 
with. Quartermaster’s and commissary stores to follow. 
Use utmost dispatch. J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 


(Telegram.) 


Heapqvarrers, Ciry or ALTON 
Cartro, August 3, 1861. 
Captain W. E. Prince, Commanding Fort Leavenworth : 
The Commanding General directs that Montgomery’s 
foree join General Lyon’s command at Springfield, Mis- 
souri immediately. Send him this order by express. 
J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Carro, August 4, 1861. 
To Major General J. C. Frémont: 

Information last night of a large force at Bloomfteld, re- 
ported from eight (8) to ten thousand, (10,000 ;) at Garrison 
Mills, on Picket road, five hundred, (500 ;) at Castor Mills, 
five hundred, (500 ;) at Strong’s Mills, on Castor river, five 
hundred, (500;) about five miles above Strong’s Mills they 
are herding beefcattle. On August 1 and 2 they had orders 
to cook four days’ rations of bread. C.C. MARSH, 

Colonel Twentieth Illinois Volunteers Commanding. 


Str. Louis, 4ugust 4, 1861. 
Hon. Montcomery Buatir, Washington City : 

Yours of the 4th received to-day. See dispatch to Pres- 
ident. I have made a loan from the banks here. Send 
money. It is a moment for the Government to put forth its 
power. J.C. FREMONT, 

Major General Commanding. 


(Via Jonesborough, received St. Louis 5th.) 


Cape GIRARDEAU, August 4, 11 a. m. 
To Major General Frémont: 

Thompson is advancing within sixteen miles of me. Am 
fortifying the hill in rear of Mills’s. Send me reinforce- 
ments and ammunition. Express waiting for reply. 

Cc. C. MARSH, 
Colonel Twentieth Illinois Vol., Com’g. 


(Via Jonesborough.) 


Care GIRaRDEAU, August 5, 9 p. m. 
To Major General Frémont: 
Enemy close on me; over five thousand strong. Will be 
attacked before morning; send me aid. 
C. C. MARSH, Colonel. 


Cairo, August 5, 1861. 
To Major General Frémonr: 


The following dispatch was just received : 


Cape GIRARDEAU, 4ugust 4, 11 p. m. 
General Prentiss: Enemy advancing within sixteen 
miles of me; help me if you can. Cc. C. MARSH. 
B. M. PRENTISS, Brigadier General. 


(By telegraph from the Arsenal.) 
August 5, 1861. 
To General Frémonrt, St. Louis: 

There are now in the arsenal two thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-three men, besides Smith’s six hundred aud 
thirty at the barracks. Smith’s and Color’s men do not 
know the facings and marchings. Ought not Color to go to 
the barracks, and should not the otlicers of the thirteenth 
regulars be instructed to drill both regiments? 

CHESTER HARDING, Jr. 


Heapquartrers, W. D., St. Louts, August 3, 1°61. 
To Captain Prince, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas : 

1. The commanding officer directs that Colonel Mont- 
gomery’s force joins General Lyon’s command, at Spring- 
field, Missouri, immediately. 

2. The force under Colonel Dodge, at Council Biuff, is 
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ordered to St. Joseph forthwith. On its arrival at that point 


the conmanding officer of the regiment will report to these 
headquarters for orders. J.C. KEL i ON, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
Forward these orders with the uunost dispatch. 
J.C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


(By telegraph.) 


WasHINGTON, August 5, 1861. 
To Major General Frémont: 


The President desires to know briefly the situation of | 


affairs in the region of Cairo. Please answer. 
JOUN G. NICOLAY, 
Private Secretary. 
Heapqvuartrers W. D., St. Lovurs, August 6, 1861. 
To Colonel C. C. Marsu, Cape Giradeau : 
I reinforce you this morning with a heavy battery of 


twenty-fours and one regiment. * General Prentiss rein- | 


forces you from below. Keep me posted. 
J.C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 
Wasninoton, August 6, 186). 
‘To Major General Frémonr : 


All the troops are ordered out of New Mexico. The first |) put get it quick. I assure you it will require all we can do, | 


and do it in the best manner, to meetthe enemy. I ought | 


detachment will leave about the 15th. Volunteers re- 
ceived in New Mexico are reported unreliable in defending 
the large amount of United States property there. Those 
Stores cannot be moved East. There is danger of their 
falling inte the hands of the Texans. Nevertheless, the 
regulars must come away as ordered. At least two regi- 
ments of volunteers, say from Kansas, should be sent with- 
out delay to New Mexico, with a competent officer for the 
immediate command of all the troops there. Confer with 
the Governor of Kansas, and arrange for the safety of New 
Mexico as soon as possible. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Heapquarters Western DEPARTMENT, 
Str. Louis, August 6, 186). 

Corone.: I send by special engine Mr. Edward H. Cas- 
tle, for any information you may have of General Lyon’s 
position. Mr, Castle will inform you what progress Colonel 
Stevenson has made, who, with his regiment, is on his way 
to General Lyon’s camp. Communicate to me through Mr. 
Castle, who is instructed to return with any information 
you may have—ali of which you may safely intrust to him. 

tnclosed letters to be forwarded as immediately as pos- 
sible to General Lyon. J. C. FREMONT, 

Major General Commanding. 
To Colonel Wyman, Rolla. 
(By telegraph from Cairo.) 
ARSENAL, -ugust 6, 1861. 
To Curster Harpine: 

I have just ordered four companies with two six-pounders 
on board steamer, to send. They are, no doubt, fighting 
now. See general, If not countermanded, will hurry them 
forward. Marsh has called for help again. Enemy five 
thousand and over. Citizens have lett Cape Girardeau. An- 
swer if I must send them. B. M. PRENTISS, 

. Brigadier General. 


ARSENAL, August 6, 1861. 
To Major General Frémont : 

Prentiss telegraphs that hot fighting is no doubt going on 
at Cape Girardeau, and that he has on board, ready to start, 
four companies and two six-pounders to go to his aid. He 
asksif he shallsendthem. Please answerhim. Ought he 
not to increase the reinforcements? Enemy five thousand 
strong. CHESTER HARDING, Jr. 


Catro, August 6, 186]. 
To Major General Frémont: 
Colonel McArthur, with six companies, and four field 
ieces, left for Cape Girardeau seven and ahalf, a.m. Will 

jurry intrenchments at Bird’s Point. 
B. M. PRENTISS, General Commanding, 


WASHINGTON, ugust 6, 1861. 
To Major General Frémonr: 

Orders have beerfsent Governor Morton to forward five 
regiments to your department. Uoffman’s battery of ar- 
tillery, from Cincinnati, have been ordered to report to you 
for orders. THOMAS A. SCOTT, 

“Alcting Secretary of War. 
Hea dQvuaRrTers, Jugust 6, 1861. 
To Brigadier General B. M. Prentiss, Cairo: 

Heavy battery of six twenty-four pounders and one 
thousand men ieft at midnight for Girardeau, under an ex- 
perienced officer. J. C. FREMONT, 

Major General Commanding. 


Birp’s Point, August 8, 1861. 
Major General Frémont: 

The men want to go home, and if detained much longer 
the worst consequences may be feared. Their time of ser- 
vice expired yesterday. Provide for their return. They 
are of little use in their present spirit. I wait your answer. 

ROBERT KOMBAUER. 


(Special Orders, No. 39.) 


Heapquarters Western DerpartTMenrt, 
St. Lovurs, Mugust 8, 1861. 
The seventh regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel Ste- 
venson, now at Rolla, will immediately proceed to Spring- 
fieid to join General Lyon’s command. 
By order of Major General Frémont, 
J.C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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(Telegram.) 
Heapqvarters Western DerartTMenT, 
Sr. Louis, 4ugust 8, 1861. 


* e Captain Kelton will also order Col- 


| onel Stevenson, with his regiment, now halted at Rolla, to 


go immediately forward and join General Lyon. 
J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 


(Rough draft of a letter to Montgomery Blair.) 
August 9, 1861. 

(The letter as sent does not differ from this in any mate- 
rial point. No copy of it is in General Frémont’s posses- 
sion. } 

The greater part of the old troops, especially the foreign 
element, is going out of service. The new levies are liter- 
ally the rawest ever got together. They are reported by the 
otheers to be literally, entirely, unacquainted with the rudi- 
ments of military exercisgs. To bring them face before the 
enemy, in their present condition, would be a mere unman- 
ageable mob. I can remedy this if I can be authorized by 
the President and Secretary of War to collect throughout 
the States instructed men who have seen service. With 
them I could make a skeleton—meager—but still a frame- 


work on which to form the army. ‘This authority ought to | 


be allowed, and the cost of transportation. Do not lose time, 


to be supplied here with four or five millions of dollars in 
Treasury notes, and the disbursing officers allowed to sell 
them at the ruling discount. 

All such equipments as [ can procure abroad in much less 
time than I could get them here, | ought to be allowed to 
send for. 

These are my suggestions. They are valuable. Pray act 
upon them, and what you do, do quickly. It would sub- 
serve the public interest if an officer were directed to report 
to me, to have command of the operations on the Missis- 
sippi. Show this to the President. The contest in the Mis- 


sissippi valley will be asevere one. We had best meetit in |} 
| te face at once, and by so doing we can rout them. Who | 


now serves the country quickly, serves it twice, 
J.C. FREMONT. 
HEADQUARTERS WesTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Sr. Louis, -@ugust 13, 1861. 
Hon. Tuomas A. Scort, Assistant Secretary of War: 
Dispatch received. Our soldiers are not promptly paid, 


partly from small force of paymasters, more from want of | 
money, Which fatally embarrasses every branch of the pub- | 


lic service here. I require this week three millions for 
quartermaster’s department. J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 


The following dispatch was sent to Mr. J. T. 


Howard, of NewYork, who, at General Frémont’s | 


request, was endeavoring to procure certain arms 
from the Union Defense Committee of that city: 


Sr. Louis, 4ugust 13, 1861. 
To J. T. Howarp: 

Dispatch received. Send the arms without further bar- 
gaining, and also send your address. Ship per Adams & 
Co.’s fast freight, who collect here on delivery. Good men 
are losing their lives, while the men whom they defend are 
debating terms. Answer. J. C. FREMONT, 

Major General Commanding. 


(Vol. 2, p. 79.) 
Wasninoton, September 14, 1861. 
To Major General Frémont : 

On consultation with the President and head of Depart- 
ment, it was determined to call upon you for five thousand 
well-armed infantry, to be sent here without a moment’s 
delay. Give them three days’ cooked rations. “This draft 
from your forces to be ~~. by you from the States of 
Illinois, lowa, Kansas, &c. How many men have you 
under arms in your district? Please answer fully and im- 
mediately. SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 


(Vol. 2, p. 83.) 
Wasnineton, September 14, 1861. 
To Major General Frémont: 

Detach five thousand infantry from your department, to 
come here without delay, and report the number of the 
troops that will be left with you. The President dictates. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
(Vol. 2, p. 76.) ° 
HeapQuarTers WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
St. Louis, September 14, 1861. 
To Colonel E. D. Townsenp, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Washington city: 

I am preparing to obey the orders received this evening 
for the five regiments. J.C. FREMONT, 

. Major General Commanding. 


(Vol. 2, p. 82.) 
HeapQqvuarters Western DEPARTMENT, 
Sr. Louis, September 14, 1861. 
To General Tuomas, Adjutant General, Washington city - 

I am preparing to obey the orders received this evening 
from the Secretary at War for the five regiments., I also 
send messenger. J. C. FREMONT, 

Major General Commanding. 


Heapqvarters WesTEeRN DEPARTMENT 
Sr. Lovis, September 17, 1861. 
Captatn: The general directs me to say to you that Ma- 
jor Farrar, late of General Lyon’s staff, states publicly in 
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’ 


|, the city that he came to these headquarters and appli 
|| reinforcements for General Lyon ; that the pelaforecmen 


were refused, and that, from the manner of refusal the 

tention was to leave General Lyon to his fate. W 

the facts in the case? 
Respectfully, 


. in- 
What are 


j J. H. EATON, 
Major U. 8. A. and M. Ss. 
| Captain J. C. Ketton, 4. 4. G. 


To which Captain Kelton replied as follows: 


SEPTEMBER 21, 186], 
Masor: Your note was not read till this morning. r 
have no recollection of Major Farrar bringing application for 
reinforcements to General Lyon. That every effort Was 
made to send General Lyon additional troops, after the = 
rival of General Frémont, I do know. It was found impos- 
sible to do so, and keep open the railroad communication 
extending toward Springfield, and at the same time to meet 
the threatened advance upthe Mississippi. 1 do not know 
anything of the manner in which the refusal to seud rejn- 
forcements was made. [can only recall now Major Far 
rar in connection with his application to me fora Pass Over 
the Pacific railroad for his horses, which I declined after 
the quartermaster had informed me it could not be author. 
ized. If I had any conversation with Major Farrar on the 
subject to which your note alludes, it has escaped me ep- 
tirely. 
Very respectfully, JNO. C. KELTON, 
Late A. 4A. G., Col. Ninth Reg. M. ¥. 


The following is an extract from a statement 
voluntarily drawn up and offered to General Fré- 
mont, by Colonel Chester Harding, Assistant 
Adjutant General to General Lyon: 


Paciric, October 5, 1861. 
Looking, then, to the position of 
affairs in this State on the 26th July, 1861, it will be found 
that General Lyon was in the southwest in need of rein- 
forcements. There was trouble in the northwest, requiring 
more troops than were there. In the northeast there were 
| no more troops than were required to perform the task al- 
| lotted to them, while in the south and southeast there was 
a rebel army of sufficient force to endanger Bird’s Point, 
Cape Girardeau, Lronton, Rolla, and St. Louis, aud no ade- 
quite preparation was made to meet it. 

General Frémont sent the eighth Missouri to Cape Girar- 
deaa, and the fourth United States reserve corps (whose 
term of service was to expire on the 8th August) to rein- 
force Bland at Ironton. He took some of General Pope’s 
force from him, added to it two battalions of the first and 
second United States reserve corps, (whose term of service 
Was to expire on the 7th August,) equipped Buell’s light 
battery, and started about the Ist August for Bird’s Point, 
with the troops thus collected, being something less than 
thirty-eight hundred men, and being also all the available 
troops in this region, expecting to find an enemy not Jess 
than twenty thousand strong. 

Subsequent events showed that the rebel force was not 
over-estimated, and nothing but the reinforcements sentto 
the points above named and the expeditions down the river 
prevented its advance upon them. Common report greatly 
magnified these reinfurcements ; and it was generally be- 
jieved in the city, and no doubt so reported to the rebel 
leaders, that Frémont had moved some ten or twelve thou- 
sand troops to the southeast, while, in fact, he did not have 
over five thousand five hundred to move, and was not strong 
enough at any point to take the field and commence offens- 
ive operations. 4 

General Frémont was not inattentive to the situation of 
General Lyon’s column, and went so far as to remove the 
garrison of Boonville, in order to send him aid. During 
the first days of August troops arrived in the city in large 
numbers. Nearly all ofthem were unarmed ; all were with- 
out transportation. Regiment after regiment laid for days 
in the city without any equipments, for the reason thatthe 
arsenal was exhausted, and arms and accouterments had to 
be brought from the East. From these men General Lyon 
would have had reinforcements, although they were wholly 
unpracticed in the use of the musket, and knew nothing of 
movements in the field ; but in the mean time the battle of 
the 10th of August was fought. 

CHESTER HARDING, Jr., 

Late A. 4. G. upon the Staff of Brig. Gen. Lyon. 


| 
Before Mr. Suanxs had concluded the above 
remarks, his hour expired. 
Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I ask that by unan- 
imous consent my colleague may be permitted to 


* * * * 








proceed. [Cries of ‘* Agreed !’’] 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope it will be given. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I hope he will be 
allowed ample time. 

By unanimous consent Mr. S. was allowed ten 
minutes to conclude his speech. 

Mr. OLIN. Mr. Chairman, I do not propose 
at this late hour of the evening to enter into any 
discussion of the various topics that the speech of 
the gentleman Who has just taken hid seat might 
appropriately suggest, and I would not have risen 
at this time at all but for the fact that the gentle- 
man has seen fit to allude to the conduct of agen- 

~tleman now in the service of the Goverument in 
a disparaging manner, in justification of his leader 
whom he has followed, if not to victory, at least 
with devotion. ; 

I do not rise to enter into any discussion with 
reference to the merits or demerits of John C. 
Frémont. I would sincerely thank any gentleman 
who would rise in this House and vindicate his 
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conduct either by facts or arguments. His repu- 
tation is at least as dear to me as to my friend from 
Indiana. I have made for him some sacrifices; 
and of all things in the world it would have been 
most gratifying to me if I could have seen him 
elevated to the place which is occupied by the 
present incumbent of the presidential chair; and 
the thing that has pressed heaviest on my heart 
has been that when he was placed ina position in 
which he could vindicate himself to the whole 
world as worthy of the nation’s choice, he did not 
only nothing, but worse than nothing; and all I 
have to say is—and I say it with the best and 
kindest feelings—that if my friend has no better 
defense to make for him against these charges 
which have been made by this investigating com- 
mittee—which [ hoped in God might be made to 
appear trumped up and ex parte charges—if he has 
no better defense than he has made to-day, then 
may God have mercy on him! [Laughter.] 
Now, | would not have said a word upon this 
occasion if the gentleman had not, in the course 


of his speech, alluded to the conduct of the gen- | 
tleman now at the head of the ordnance depart- | 


ment, General Ripley, a man who has faithfully 
and most honorably served his country for more 
tham thirty years, and added daily to that respect 
and reverence which the country will always at- 
tach to the honest performance of duty; and if he 
had not taken occasion to say of him that the 
only difference between Ripley and Floyd was in 
the amount of the injury that the one or the other 
had done his country. How could he say that? 
How can he deem it necessary in defense of any- 


body, anywhere, or on any occasion, to cast such | 


an imputation upon the character of a man like 
General Ripley? 


W hatis the charge the gentleman makesagainst | 
General Ripley? Tt is simply that he ordered | 
Hall’s carbines to be sold; and the gentleman pre- || 


sumes that he did not have any proper authorit 
to sellthem. Now, Il presume that he had ane 
authority. If you will examine with the utmost 
scrutiny the conduct of General Ripley while at 
the head of the ordnance department, whether 
outside or inside of his office, you will find that 
his official conduct has been regulated by the 
strictest regard for law. Nay, more; when you 
come to read the report, which is now being pre- 
pared, and will be sent to this House in a few 
days, of all the various contracts made for the 
purchase of arms, you will see his repeated pro- 
test against the making of many of them as in 
violation of law; and you will see that if his ad- 
vice and admonitions had been heeded, or his sug- 
gestions followed, $50,000,000 would have been 
saved by this Government. 

Now, what is the charge in reference to the sale 
of Hall’s carbines? It was an article notoriously 
condemned by the ordnance department of the 
Government. The gentleman says the sale was 
ordered some time in April. So it was. The car- 
bines were sold as a condemned, useless article. 
We wanted a better article. The President had 


then called for st¢venty-five thousand men. Isthere | 


any pretense that we could notthen arm with better 
arms than Hall’s carbines seventy-five thousand 
men? Itmight have been injudicious to order the 
sale of those armsatthattime. Subsequent events 
have taught us that it probably was. But who 
then dreamed that exigencies would arise in which 
five or six hundred thousand men would be re- 
a to be armed and ptt into the field? Did 
the President, the Cabinet, or anybody else believe 
it? Certainly not. If they had, they would have 
acted on the presnmption that it would have been 
necessary to supply these five or six hundred 
thousand men with arms. This, then, is the sim- 
ple charge on which the gentleman has chosen to 

ase this monstrous charge against General Rip- 
ley, a man of singular fidelity and honesty in the 
discharge of his duty, and I assert without fear of 
contradiction, that no man ever held a position in 
that department who has ever exhibited more 
earnest desire to perform his whole duty, or whose 
heart and soul warmed with more patriotic devo- 
ton than his. 

Compare him with Floyd—that thief, sneaking 
and moysing through every department of the 
Government for opportunity to betray it, profess- 
ing obedience to its behests with his lips, while 
plotting its destruction! Why, the gentleman is 
mad. His devotion to his great leader has led 


him very far astray. The gentleman says that | 
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|| the misfortunes of Major General Frémont have 
| arisen from two causes, one of which is that he 
has not received infant baptism at West Point. 
Now, | have heard this slang until I am sick of it. 
I am tired of it, and I think the country is about 


educated at that institution by the bounty of the 
Government, have, on the first opportunity, be- 
trayed that Government, and taken” up arms 
against it; and West Point has been frequently 
called a nursery of traitors. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
and gentlemen of the House, is it not true that the 
proportion of officers entering the Army appointed 


deserted the old flag, is as four to one compared 
with those educated at West Point, coming from 
the seceded States? Is notthat true? Does not 
every well informed man know that? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, one other suggestion. There 
are not in these latter days many native-born gen- 
| erals. A man is not the greater general now be- 
cause he does not know anything. | concede that 
West Point cannot make a great general; but 


making a general, West Point will not hurt. 
Without the aid of some military education, either 
by experience in the field, or at schools, nobody 
ever was a great general; and nobody ever will 
be. Apply the principle to any other profession 
or walk of life. Apply it to a profession with 
which many of us are more familiar than we are 
with the profession of arms. 





of Massachusetts,] is a pretty good lawyer. Will 
any one say that, however exalted a man’s abil- 
ity may be, however learned he may be, in the 
| general acceptation of that term, can he sit down 
and try a case in court for the first time with hope 
|| of success against my friend from Massachusetts 
on the left, or against my venerable friend before 
me, [Mr. CrittenpEN?] Nay, more: take an or- 
dinary man in the profession of the law, anda 
man, however gifted in intellect, however exten- 


studied and practiced the profession of the law, 
cannot succeed against him. 

Now, does not every gentleman know that this 
is precisely true in regard to the science of war? 
Or is war no science at all? Does it not demand 
any education, any capacity? Are we to be told 
now that a man who has neither, or whose sole 
qualification is that he has not been educated any- 
where, is the proper man to take command of 
your Army? 


Now, one other thing is said to have been Gen- 





country, and which I confess gratified me. Itis 
said that his misfortune dates from the issuing of 
that proclamation, in which he attempted to man- 


of the Government. Now, so faras my observa- 
tion goes, 1 think that was his chief merit, or 
rather was the least of his demerits. It istrue, it 
seemed to controvert the policy of the Adminis- 
tration, whose policy, I think, was wise. It was 


last. The President thought very properly—and 


and safe to go no further than Congress saw fit to 
go, and that it was proper his generals should fol- 
low in the footsteps of their master rather than 
undertake to precede him. 

What is the charge? It is that the pro-slavery 
men of the country have such an all-controlling 
influence over the present Administration—Sew- 


| 


from civil life in the seceded States, and who have | 


where nature has done what it can do towards | 


sive his scientific acquirements, but who has not | 


eral Frémont’s ruin—that is, that proclamation | 
which the gentleman says so thrilled the whole | 


umit the slaves of rebels engaged in the overthrow | 


wise as indicated by the act of Congress of August | 


ard, Blair & Co.—as to cause them to'move out | 


Iam not much of |! 
a lawyer; but my friend on the left{Mr. Tuomas, | 


I concur with him in that respect—it was wise || 











of office a very meritorious man, because he was | 


a little too anti-slavery in his notions. 
upon what times have we failen! 
disciples who have followed with doubtful steps 
our great ledders have already got before their 
master. This may all be right; butit is, at least, 
a little extraordinary. 





few moments. There was nothing further from 
|| my purpose than to interfere at all with this de- 
\| bate. Although I ought probably to have known 
something about military affairs, | am not one of 
| those individuals who are at all disposed to take 


| 
| 
. . . 

|| upon themselves the business of reviewing the 
} 


men. ‘* Shoemaker, stick to your last,’’ has been 
my maxim. I do not pretend to be a military 





Why, | 
Those humble | 


I beg pardon of the House for delaying it these | 


campaign or of inspecting the condugt of military | 


| critic. 


| States, transmitting a cop 


And when gentlemen undertake it in this 
House, certainly without any definite knowledge 
of all the surrounding circumstances, and, above 
all, those who are without any knowledge at all 


| on the subject of military affairs, it seems to me 
tired of it. It is true that many officers who were || 


an idle waste of the time of the House. It seems 
to me that the House might be more profitably 
engaged in some other employment, and on sub- 


jects which demand our attention. 


Mr. PERRY obtained the floor, but yielded to 


Mr. WRIGHT, who meved that the committee 
do now rise. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose;and the Speaker 
having resumed thechair, Mr. Hurcuis reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had ander consideration the Union 
generally, and particularly a bill to regulate the 
franking privilege, and had come to no conclu- 
sion thereon. 


WASHINGTON GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 


Mr. HAIGHT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to incorporate the Union Gas-Light 
Company in the city of Washington; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SHEFFIELD, (at 
five o’clock and ten minutes, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 5, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT signed the following 


enrolled bills, which had heretofore received the 
signature of the Speaker of the House of Repre- 





| sentatives: 


A bill (H. R. No. 294) requiring the oath of 
allegiance and to support the Constitution of the 
United States to be administered to masters of 
American vessels clearing for foreign or other ports 
during the rebellion; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 302) to provide for the ap- 
pointment of additional clerks in the office of the 
Assistant Treasurer at New York, and for other 
purposes. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


| ate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
| municating, in compliance with a resolution of the 


Senate of the 14th of February, information in re- 
lation to contracts made by the Navy Department; 
which, on motion of Mr. Hate, was referred to 


| the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting a translation of an instruction to the 
minister of his Majesty the King of Italy, accred- 
ited to this Government, and a copy of a note to 
that minister from the Secretary of State, relating 
to the settlement of the question arising out of the 
capture and detention of certain citizens of the 
United States, passengers on board the British 
steamer Trent, by order of Captain Wilkes, of 
the United States Navy; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a message of the President of the United 
of a dispatch to the 
Secretary of State from the minister resident of 
the United States at Lisbon, concerning recent 
measures which have been adopted by the Gov- 
ernment of Portugal, intended to encourage the 
growth and to enlarge the area of the culture of 
cotton in its African possessions; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a petition 
of citizens of North Lake, Wisconsin, praying 
for the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. POMEROY presented resolutions of the 


Legislature of Kansas in favor of the passage of 


| alaw granting to the State of Kansas public lands 
| for the use of schools, in lieu of the sixteenth and 


thirty-sixth sections embraced in all of the Indian 
country lying within the State; which were re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
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He also presented an address of the Legislative ||- 


Assembly of New Mexico to the citizens of that 
Territory, in relation-to the invasion of that Ter- 
ritory by Texas troops; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 


Ohio, praying for the abolition of slavery through- 
out the country; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HALE, from ‘the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Cap- 
tain John H. Aulick, United States Navy, pray- 
ing that certain deductions which have been made 
from his pay may be allowed him, reported ad- 
versely thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. No. 14) to 
place the name of Lieutenant Peter Turner upon 
the active service list of the Navy, reported it 
back with a recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed; which was agreed to. 

. He also, from the same committee, to whom 


| 
| 


was referred the bill (S. No. 88) to restore Lieu- | 


tenant M. B. Woolsey to the active service list of 


the Navy, reported it back, with a recommenda- | 
tion that it be indefinitely postponed; which was | 


agreed to. 


Mr. CARLILE subsequently moved a recon- | 


sideration of the vote by which the bill to restore 
Lieutenant Woolsey to the active service list of 
the Navy was indefinitely postponed; and the 
motion was entered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the resolution to print 
three thousand copies of the Report on the é 


} 


} 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


om- | 


mercial Relations, have instructed me to report it | 


back, with a recommendation that it pass, and also 
to ask for its present consideration. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred a letter of the 
secretary of state of the State of Kansas, com- 
municating an act of the Legislature of that State, 
providing for the taxation of the Wyandotte In- 
dian lands, and requesting the concurrence of 
Congress thereto, ntieed to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 


the bill (S. No. 158) regulating the pay of officers | 


of the Navy, and for other purposes, to report it 
back to the Senate with anamendment. Iam also 
directed to give notice that this bill will not be 
called up for consideration unti! after the Senate 
has acted on the bills regulating the pay of Con- 
gress and the Army. The committee are unani- 


mously of opinion that, while the present pay of | 


the Navy should be altered and this bill should be 
adopted, it should not be done until after Congress 
itself has shown a disposition to sacrifice a little 
to the necessity of the times. I will further say, 
that the committee were not unanimous on all the 
features of the bill, although I am directed to re- 
port it back, 

Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 242) making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending the 30th of June, 1863, 
and additional appropriations for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1862, reported it with amend- 


ments. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 190) extending the laws now in force reg- 
ulating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes 
to the Indian reservations of California, reported 
it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a Jetter of the Second Auditor of the 
Treasury, communicating copies of his accounts 
with persons charged with disbursements for the | 
Indians for the year ending June 30, 1861, reported | 
a motion that the same be printed, and 


On motion of Mr. DOO ITTLE, it was 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. | 


On motion of Mr. DIXON, it was 


Ordered, That the heirs of Abram Foot, the heirs of Noah | 
Warriner, the heirs of Thomas Stevens, the heirs of John | 
A. Hopper, the heirs of Garrett A. Hopper, the heirs of Persis | 
Locke, and the heirs of Abram Hopper, have leave to with- 
draw their petitions and papers from the files of the Senate. 


| 
| 








BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAVIS asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 224) 
granting pay, pensions, and bounty to the vol- 
unteer officers and soldiers of Kentucky, from the 
day of their enlistment, and also granting pay and 


pensions to the home guards of said State for the |) 


time they were actually engaged in the military 
defense thereof; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 


| No. 59) approving of the appointment of chaplains 


to the Army hospitals, as made by the President 
of the United States; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. DIXON asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 
No. 60) authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 
appoint a commission to inquire into forfeitures 
incurred by contractors under that Department; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


. MESSAGE FROM THE IOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Ernerince, its Clerk, announced that the 
Heese had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) in 
relation to certain railroads in the State of Mis- 
souri. 


The message further announced that the House | 


had passed a bill (No. 279) to facilitate judicial 
proceedings in adjudications upon captured prop- 


erty and for the better administration of the law of || 


prize; in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested, , re cL 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill from the House of Representatives (No. 
279) to facilitate judicial proceedings in adjudica- 
tions upon captured property and for the better 
administration of the law of prize, was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 
MAILS TO PANAMA. 

Mr. SUMNER. I offer a memorial from mer- 
chants of the city of Baltimore, who state that they 
learn with regret that the present mail facilities 
between this country and the west coast of South 
America are about to be discontinued; and in view 
of the great loss and injury that will be sustained 
by the country by the stoppage of mail facilities, 
they pray Congress to authorize the proper ar- 
rangements to guaranty to them the safe transmis- 
sion of their letters to and from Panama. I move 
that the memorial be referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LATHAM. I should like to make a re- 
mark in relation to that memorial if it be in order 
to do so. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the Senator makes his 
remark, I will state that I have a bill which I pro- 
pose to introduce to-day. 

Mr. LATHAM. [shall move to print your 
bill, and on that motion say what I have to say. 

Mr. SUMNER, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 223) to provide for carrying the mails from 
the United States to foreign ports; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move that that bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and that it be printed. In making 
this motion, I wish to make a statement to the 
Senate. It is well known to this body, as well as 
to the country, that for the past few months the 
overland communication between the Pacific coast 
and the Atlantic States has been almost entirely 
interrupted in consequence of severe and unpre- 
cedented floods. The valley of the Sacramento 
has been visited with a flood almost unparalleled 
in the history, | may say, of the world, certainly 
of this country. The same calamity has hap- 
pened to Carson Valley, as well as to Salt Lake, 
and the consequence has been that the daily over- 
land mail established by Congress during the last 
Congress, has not been able to bring mail matter 
ae with as much expedition as could have 
been desired. The result has been that the com- 
mercial intercourse between the Atlantic and Pa- 
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cific States has been ina great degree interrupted, 


|, and merchants having business with the Pacific 


coast and South America have been compelled to 
send their letters under Government enve opes by 
the express companies, in order that they might 
reach their place of destination in safety. The 
petitions sent here by the citizens of different 
cities, presented by the honorable Senator from 


| Massachusetts, would convey the idea that there 








was a disposition on the part of general ship- 


merchants not to carry mail matter for the Goy- 
ernment when they were in the receipt of the 
ordinary postage given them by law. Such, how- 
ever, is not the case. 

The lines of steamships plying between New 
York city and Aspinwall, and-between Panama 
and San Picusken! for the first time in the history 
of the Government, have determined not to carry 
either the dispatches of the Government sent to 


| its own officers on the South American coast, or 
to oblige the mercantile community by taking 


under Government envelopes, through the express 
companies, letters which relate to their business; 
and it is to guard against an outrage of this kind 


| that this bill is proposed by the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts. I intend to offer it as an amendment, 
if I can get the sanction of the Committee on’the 


| Post Office and Post Roads of this body, to the 
Post Office 24 ag en bill, so that, if possible, 


this evil may be corrected. 

I say, sir, it isan outrage for these vessels, ply- 
ing under the protection of the American flag, to 
refuse to the Government of the United States, and 
to the commercial interests of this country, the 
simple privilege of sending, so long as the Gov- 
ernment is not deprived of its revenue, their com- 
munications upon their ships. 

Mr. COLLAMER. And paying them for it. 

Mr. LATHAM. And also paying them for it. 
Why, sir, the very companies who refuse to carry 
these dispatches, have received over ten millions 
of dollars from the Government of the United 
States for carrying our mail matter. For ten years 
we paid them over nine hundred thousand dollars 
a year; and now when they find this great calam- 
ity of floods happening to our country, causing a 
loss of life and of millions of property, they think 
it is a fit opportunity to put their iron heel on the 
Government, in order to force a mail contract 
from the United States whether it approves or not. 
I say, sir, that it is an outrage which the Govern- 
ment of the United States should rebuke at once 
by passing a law that these vessels shall not be 
allowed to clear from the ports of the country, and 
receive the protection of our flag, unless they are 
willing to adapt themselves to our wants and 
necessities. 

I have felt it proper, as a representative from 
the Pacific coast, to make this statement. I shall 
have more to say upon the subject when the bill 
comes up for legitimate consideration. I move 
that it be printed and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CAPITOL EXTENSION. 


Mr. FOOT. The Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, some time ago, reported a joint 
resolution, in pursuance of a resolution of inquiry 
on the subject, referred to that committee, propos- 
ing a transfer of the superintendency of the Cap- 
itol extension from the War to the Interior De- 
partment. 1 should like to make a few words of 
explanation in connection with that resolution. I 
move to postpone all prior orders and proceed to 
its consideration. It will occupy but little time. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 50) transferring the supervision of 
the Capitol extension, and the erection of the new 
dome, to the Department of the Interior, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. The resolution transfers the su- 
pervision of the Capitol extensionand the erection 
of the new dome from the War Department to 
the Department of the Interior, and directs that 
all unexpended money which has been heretofore 
appropriated, and all money which may be here- 
after appropriated for either of those improve- 
ments, 8 all be expended under the direetion and 
supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mtr. FOOT. Mr. President, a very brief state- 
ment of facts is all that I shall attempt at this me, 
and which, I think, will be sufficient to satisfy the 
Senate of the importance, and even of the neces- 
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ar a a | 
sity, of the change proposed by this joint resolu- 
tion. Thisresolution, coming from the Committee | 


on Public Buildings and Grounds, merely pro- | 


poses to transfer the superintendency of the work 
upon the Capitol extension and upon the dome 
from the War Department, where it 1s now lodged, 
to the Department of the Interior, where it was 
originally placed. It remained under the Depart- 
ment of the Interior until the accession of Mr. 
Pierce to the Presidency, and of Jefferson Davis 


to the head of the War Department, in March, | 


1853. It was, immediately, and within the first 
month ofthat Administration, transferred from the 
Department of the Interior to the Department of 
War, and has continued there ever since, cover- 
ing the entire terms of the administration of Mr. 
Pierce and of Mr. Buchanan, and of their Secre- 
taries of War, Jefferson Davis and John B. Floyd; 
with how much advantage or disadvantage to the 
Government, or with how much of economy or 
of extravagance, I do not now undertake to say, 
or even to consider. It is sufficient to say that, 
under this military superintendency, after eight 
years of time, and after the expenditure of some 
six or seven milfions of dollars, the work was left 
unfinished upon the hands of the present Admin- 
istration. Soon after the accession of Mr. Lincoln 
to the Presidency, and upon the outbreak of the 
rebellion, and the consequent and exclusive occu- 
pation ofthe War Departmentin the military oper- 


ations of the country, the work was suspended. | 
It has not since been resumed, except for a few | 


months upon the dome by the joint recommenda- 
tion of the chairmen of the Committees on@Public 
Buildings and Grounds of the two Houses, ap- 
proved by the President himself, and for which, 
as yet, the contractor has received no compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. President, I beg leave to say here, and to 
be understood, that the proposed change is urged 
upon no ground and for no reason which, in the 
slightest degree, reflects upon the War Depart- 
ment. I will take occasion to say further, that 
no man at this day commands a larger meas- 
ure of the confidence of the loyal people of this 
country, as a gentleman of distinguished ability, 
of high integrity, of uncommon business capacity, 
and of devoted loyalty to this Government, than 
the present head of that Department. In that con- 
fidence I fully share, and so, I doubt not, does 
every Senator upon this floor. But we all know 
very well that Mr. Stanton hag not an hour of 
time to give to the direction of this work. We 
all know that his whole time and all the energies 
of his mind are now engrossed in the far higher 
and more important and more pressing duties 
which more directly and more appropriately be- 
long to his office as Secretary of War. 

General Meigs, who has heretofore, for the 
most part of the time, had the immediate super- 
vision of this and of other public works, and is 
now the nominal superintendent, is also a gentle- 


man of a very high order of talent, of great energy, | 
and of remarkable executive ability. But Gen- | 
eral Meigs has no time to give to the supervision | 


of this work at this time. His hands are full of 
other occupations. All his time and all his atten- 
tion are occupied in the laborious and complex 
duties of his office as Quartermaster General. 
Probably there are no two officers of the Govern- 
ment, not even excepting the President himself, 
or the Secretary of the Treasury, whose labors, 
physical and mental, are more severe and more 
incessant than are those of the Secretar 
and of the Quartermaster General; and it is but 
® poor tribute to say of them that these labors, 
severe and incessant as we know them to be, are 
yet ably and faithfully performed. 

This of itself is reason enough for relieving the 
War Department of this work. Besides, it does 
not come within the sphere of the appropriate 
duties of that Department, especially in time of 
war. In short, it is utterly impossible for the War 
Department to give the necessary time and atten- 
ion to this work; and yet something must be 
done, and needs to be done quickly, in order to 
save this building, which has cost so much, from 


of War 











material and immense damage. The new wings Congress long ago, and are under the control to- 


and the dome, although carried comparatively 
near to completion, nevertheless are left in such a 
condition as affords little protection to the inte- 


rior of the building from the effects of the weather. | 


The building is suffering continually and severely 
from the effects of every storm of rain and snow 
that falls upon it. 
tions of the walls are incomplete, and left in such 
condition that the water, instead of being carried 
off from the building, a considerable portion of it 
runs down inside of the building; some of it be- 
tween the outer and the inner walls, much of it 
upon the ceiling above and upon the floors from. 


The roof and the upper por- | 


day of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, and 


|| he has charge of them. - 


the upper to the lower story. The effect of it will || 


be seen in nearly all the rooms of the different 
wings adjoining to the outer wall, and upon the 
different floors from the higher to the lower, by 


the staining upon the inner walls in most of these || 


rooms, in the weakening and loosening of the 
thick and heavy plastering upon these rooms, and 
in some of them it is actually falling off. 


This | 
| process of injury will continue so long as the build- 
| ing is left in its present unprotected condition. If | 


General Meigs, who has been in charge of the 
Capitol extension, and was superintendent of the 
work most of the time, came to the conclusion 
that in the present state of the country, when we 
needed everything that we could possibly raise, 
and more than we have been able to raise thus 
far, to carry on the war, it would be very poor 
rolicy fer him to draw the $1,500,000 which has 
re appropriated from the public Treasury and 
devote it to the finishing of the Capitol, building 
porticoes, and other things of that description. He 
thought it better to let it remain where it was until 


| amore appropriate occasion; and, sir, 1 am of the 


this process of injury shall continue a year or two || 


longer, it will cost a larger expenditure of money 
to repair the injury than will now be required to 
carry the work so far, at least, as to prevent the 
injury; and so much, at all events, ought to be 
done. The dictates of the strictest economy re- 
quire it to be done. 

Now, sir, to the accomplishment of this pur- 


| pose it becomes necessary to place the superin- 


tendency of the building and its extensions in the 
hand of some competent person, who can devote 
the necessary care and attention to it. This is the 
purpose, and this is the necessity of the proposed 
change. The Secretary of the Interior, to whom 
this work appropriately belongs as the head of 
the domestic, civil departments of the Govern- 
ment, would be very likely to place its imme- 
diate supervision in the hands of some competent 
civilian, the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
perhaps, or some eminent architect or civil engi- 
neer. 
employment enough already upon their hands. 
Whether this work shall be carried on to entire 
completion in all its parts, including the extension 
of the public grounds and their improvement, 
their fitting up and their inclosure, depends, of 
course, upon the will of Congress and upon future 
contingencies. Whether it will be expedient to 
carry out this work to entire completion now, in 
the present condition of the country and of the 
Treasury, is a matter for future consideration; it 
is not a question now. All we now ask is, that 
by the expenditure of a few thousands of dollars 
you shall protect and preserve what has cost this 
Government so many millions; and this ought to 
be done at once; it ought to be done before this 
injury progresses any further; and it ought to be 
commenced as soon as the state of the weather 
will admit of out-door work of this kind. We are 
asking no expenditure for mere works of art and 
of ornament at this time. We are only asking so 
much as is absolutely necessary to protect this 
magnificent and costly structure from further and 
from lasting injury in consequence of its present 
exposed condition. It requires no new appropri- 
ation. Theunexpended appropriations are amply 
sufficient for this purpose. 

Having said this much, Mr. President, I have 
discharged my duty as chairman of the Commit- 


tee on Publig Buildings in bringing the subject to 
the consi n of the Senate. They will dis- 
pose of itas they shall see fit. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I amopposed to this res- 
olution in its present shape; ate" am more par- 
ticularly opposed to it from some hints that were 
dropped by my friend from Vermont in the re- 
marks he has just made. The truth is that the 
appropriations to finish this building have been 
made. I think there are something like a million 
and a halfof dollars now appropriated. The great 
expenditure, however, to te made, is in finishing 
the ornamental parts of the building. All the fin- 
ished parts of the building have been occupied by 


Our military engineers have, all of them, 








same opinion. Now, the honorable Senator from 
Vermont proposes not to make an appropriation, 
which should be done if anything, and put it in 
the hands of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings or the Secretary of the Interior to protect the 
building; but to pass over the whole sum appro- 
priated, for ornamental parts and all—the whisie 
$1,500,000 (if that is the sum)—into the hands 
of the Secretary of the Interior, to control the pol- 
icy which has been adopted by General Meigs, 
the Superintendent, after mature reflection, with 
reference to the exigencies of the public service; 
and the Senator hints that the probability would 
be that some ‘‘ eminent architect’’ would be em- 
ployed to take charge of this work. It involves 
the old question, what the Senate and Congress 
has refused over and over again, whether we shall 
take the matter out of the hands of the War De- 
partment and the superintendent of the building, 
who has erected it thus far, and place it in the 
hands of Mr. Walter, who desires to be employed 
again ata salary of $5,000 a year to go on with 
this work and expend this money. That is the 
simple question which is presented by this joint 
resolution in the shape in which my friend has 
brought it forward. 

If it is true—and perhaps it is, owing to the fact 
that some portions have not been entirely com- 
pleted, as they should be—that an appropriation 


| to protect the building from further injury is 


needed to be expended under the superintendence 
of the Secretary of the Interior, if you please, or 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings, | have no 
objection to that; the present superintendent has 
no objection to that. It may be that that is neces- 
sary; but this resolution, as it stands, goes the 
whole length of taking this building out of the 
hands of the Secretary of War, where it has been 
placed; in fact, out of the hands of the superin- 
tendent, who thus far has done his work with 
great economy and great care with reference to 
contracts. He was removed at one time by Mr. 
Floyd, because he would not suffer the money to 
be misspent, and was brought back here by the 
action of Congress and of this Administration, 
after being absent a short time, and after mone 
had been wasted in consequence of his siimatenke 
and this resolution proposes to take it again out 
of his hands at the present time, and subject it to 
somebody else, in order that they may go on with 
it with the ‘* eminent architect’? who has been in 
an eternal quarrel with the War Department and 
with Mr. tlsies from the time he first came here, 
and spend this money when we have not money 
to spare. 

My objection to the resolution is that the money 


| is safe where it is now; that we have no occasion 


to finish this building at present. We have no oc- 
casion to spend that $1,500,000 at the present time, 
We ought not to do it. We ought to let this Cap- 
itol stand as it is, comparatively, until better days; 
until the time arrives when we have more eater 
to dispose of than we have at the present time. If 
the Committee on Public Buildings think—and I 
am disposed to defer to their opini that there 
should be an appropriation to proteét the building 
thus far, to be expended under the Secretary of the 
Interior or the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
let us make that apprepriation; it will require but 
asmailsum. That would be much better than to 
take the money out of the safe hands where it is 
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now, and put it into the hands of the Commis- 
sioner of Public 
tnterior, or anybody else. We all know how fast 
it goes, especially when we have our eminent 
architects about, who want to be employed again. 
It is manifestly safe where it is,and,in my judg- 
ment, we had better leave it there; and let the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings call for an appropria- 
tion, if they please, to protect the building against 


injury. Something may be necessary in that par- 


ticular. 

Mr. FOOT. My honorable friend from Maine 
has been misinformed in regard to the amount of 
outstanding appropriation for these works. There 
has been no appropriation for the dome since that 
made for the Fecal year 1858, which was then 
$500,000, of which only about seventy thousand 
dollars now remain unexpended. At the Jast ses- 
sion of the last Congress we made an appropria- 
tion of $250,000 for the continuation of the exten- 
sions of the building. That $250,000 remains 
outstanding, and that, with the $70,000 of the out- 


atanding residuc of the appropriation for the dome, 


is all that there is at hand. 

I have already suggested, Mr. President, that 
this resolution did not present the question to the 
Senate of the policy or impolicy of carrying on 
this work to a completion, in the present condi- 
tion of the country and of the Treasury. So far 
as | know, the only purpose is to appropriate and 
to expend so much money, and no more, at the 
present time, as may be necessary to protect this 
building from the injury which itis suffering every 
day; and that injury is daily increasing. I fiave 
pointed it out very slightly; but this injury is 
patent and open to the observation of every Sen- 
ator. Every member can see for himself to what 
extent the building is suffering for need of an ex- 
penditure of, | do not know how many thousand 
dollars. 
General Meigs, has no time even to examine the 
subject. The proposition is that it be placed in 
hands who can give attention to it, aa employ 


| ing?’ there were on a division—ayes 16, noes 9; 


| Department. It seems to me we ought not to take | 
I know that the present superintendent, || 


| whether that is so. 


some competent person to make the expenditure, || 


so far, at least, as to protect this building from 
dilapidation and decay. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will putit 
in that shape as I have told him, I shall not make 
any objection to it. [may be mjsinformed and 
have an incorrect idea about the amountthat still 
remains unexpended; but if the Senator will put 
itin that shape, to take from that appropriation, 
or any other, what may be necessary to prevent 


this building from injury, and have that expended | 
by whom he pleases, I shall have no objection to | 


his resolution, But while he says that is the ob- 
ject of it, it goes the whole length of changing the 
superintendency of the building; it goes the whole 
length of king it out of the hands of the Depart- 
ment which has conducted it thus far, and putting 
it in the hands of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
giving him control over all the apprepriations that 
are now on hand. I know what it involves. It 
is impossible to misunderstand it. The power is 
gone out of our hands when we have passed it, 
unless we repeal the resolution after we pass it. 
If the protection of the building were all that the 
Committee on Public Buildings desired to accom- 
plish, it would be very easy to pass a resolution 
to that effect, authorizing the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings or the Secretary of the Interior, 
if you please, to spend a specific sum of money 


for the preservation of the building. Let the res- | 


olution be specific, and not go to the root of the 
matter entirely and change the whole superin- 
tendence of the building. 

General Meigs has notasked to be relieved from 
itatall, He has adopted his policy. The whole 


thing is now in charge of men whom he left here | 


sufficient to take care of what has been done. 
if he said that he had no time to attend it, if he 
wanted to be relieved from the superintendence 
of the work,*if the War Department asked to be 
relieved from it, it would be a different affair; but 
they ask no such thing. It is a movement out- 
side of them, and the movement comes in con- 


nection with this gentleman, who has been so | 
desirous fromthe beginning to control this work, | 


and who has been in a quarrel with the War De- 
partment from beginning to end, and been turned 
out once or twice; | mean Mr. Walter, the archi- 
teet. This seems to be a good chance for him to 
get control of the work again. I am opposed to 
that. Iam opposed to passing a resolution which 





| jars on hand. 





| sand dollars unexpended of the appropriation for 


| pass this resolution. 
| commenced, it was commenced under civil su- 


| engine that is constantly at work. 
| the worst ventilated rooms I ever 








es so far as this does. To the extent to which the 
suildings, the Secretary of the | 


Senator from Vermont says he desires to go—to 
protect the building—I am willing % should be 
done; but it can be done by very different kind of 
legislation from taking it out of the hands of those 
disposed to hold on to the ey and putting it | 
into new hands disposed to spend it. I] 
Mr. FOOT. Itisdueto Mr. Walter, perhaps, 
as his name has been referred to by the Senator, 
that I should say I never had a word of conver- 
sation with Mr. Walter on the subject; his name 
has never been indicated to me from any quarter | 
whatever in connection with this wee it had 
not occurred to me until the Senator himself sug- 
gested it. I do not know who the Secretary of || 
the Interior might employ, in whose hands he 
might place this work in charge; but 1 will say, | 
and it is all I have now to say, that I am, upon 
general principles, in favor of taking this work | 
from a military superintendency, to which it is 
not appropriate, and placing it under a civil su- 
perintendency. It more appropriately belongs'to | 
such a superintendency. 1] 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate | 
without amendment; and on the question, ** Shall 
the joint resolution be engrossed for a third read- 


no quorum voting: 

Mr. FOOT. .Itis necessary to have the yeas 
and nays in order to obtain a quorum; and I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to postpone this reso- 
lution until to-morrow. It has been stated here, 
by the Senator from Maine, that this joint reso- | 
lution if passed virtually transfers $1,500,000 from | 
the ‘Treasury now under the control of the War | 
Department and places it in the hands of another 


so important a step as that without knowing 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I may have confounded 
the amount necessary to complete the building 
with the amount of the actual appropriation. IL 
think we ought toascertain how much there is on 
hand before we pass this resolution. 

Mr. GRIMES. It is rathera large sum, and I 
think we should have information in regard to it. 

Mr. HALE. I think we might be content with 
the statement of the chairman of the Committee 
on Public Buildings, who has investigated it, and 
says there are about three hundred thousand dol- 


Mr.GRIMES. He did not deny the statement 
of the Senator from Maine. 
Mr. HALE. Yes, he did, and stated specific- 


ally what there was on hand; about seventy thou- 


the dome, and the $250,000 which have been ap- 
propriated since for the building, making, alto- 
gether, $320,000 instead of $1,500,000. 

Now, Ict me say that I think that we ought to 
When this Capitol was 


verintendency, and a decent, Christian plan of 
juilding a house was devised and begun. The | 
foundations were laid for a respectable building; 
one that would have given us the benefit of a little 
light and air from heaven, instead of having our 
air pumped up from the cellar and our light come 
down asit does. The foundations of the building 
were all laid for it in that way. Then Mr. Pierce 
came in, with Mr. Davis as Secretary of War, and | 
he thought the arrangement of the Almighty for 
supplying light and air was net quite so good as 
he could devise, and he moved it into the center 
of the building, like a mOuse trap in a pot, so that 
no air could come to it, and went to work, at an 
immense cost, pumping up air from the cellar. 
And that is the way we get our air here, bya steam 
is is one of 
n in my 
life, not excepting stables; but I believéthe present 
Sergeant-at-Arms has made some improvement 
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has not quite enough. I hope the recommenda- 
tion of the committee will be followed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
of the day is the unfinished business of yester- 
day, and one o’clock having now arrived, it js 
before the Senate. 


CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 151) to confiscate the property and 
free the slaves of rebels. 

Mr. MORRILL. The great measure before 


-us—and none greater has ever been before the 


Senate—has been characterized in this debate jn 
earnest, eloquent, indignant, and I think I am 
authorized to say, satirical speech, as extraor- 
dinary, unconstitutional, oppressive, and inexpe- 


dient. When I freely confess to its opponents 


that it does not belong to the class of ordinar 


| legislation, I concede no more than must be con- 


fessed of much that has been done on behalf of 
the nation, here and elsewhere, by the national 
Legislature and by the Federal Executive since 
our troubles began. 

Sir, it were better that that man had not been 
born who shrinks from taking the responsibility 
when a distracted and bleeding country requires 


'**the dauntless spirit of resolution.’’ As to the 





upon it. I think that the practical wisdom that | 
has been manifested by these two Departments, is 
vastly in favor of the civil instead of the military. 
Why, Mr. President, it has got so now that this 
Government cannot do anything under heaven, | 
but the Army has to come in to do it. It seems 
tome, as was well suggested by my friend from IIli- 
nois, that the Army has got quite enough to do, 
without holding on to anything and everything | 
there is to do, and the Secretary of the Interior '' 


rest: the Constitution, I conceive, is the strength 


and shield of the nation in its hour of peril, and 


must not be construed so as fatally to hamper 


| honest endeavor in its behalf. Clemency on the 


lips of an American Senator to the malignant 
enemy of the Republic is cruelty to its friends; 
and that is expedient which is demanded for the 
present safety and future security of free institu- 
tions. I premise this much as the stand-point of 
the debate, and in this spirit I approach its gene- 
ral topics. 

The bill under consideration contemplates the 
exerci@ of the extreme legislative power of the 
nation for purposes of self-preservation and for 
the chastisement and overthrow of its domestic 


_enemies. The primary object of the bill, as 1 read 


it, in its general scope and bearing—lI do not 
speak of its details—is the suppression of rebel- 
lion. It apparently proceeds upon the assump- 
tion that the insurrection is incited by a faction in 
the slave States, holders of the vast proportion of 
the property and slaves in those States; that this 
property and these slaves constitute the incentive 
and form the material base of the rebellion; and 
that, therefore, it becomes the right and duty of 
the nation, from the height of its extreme author- 
ity, to award the penalty of condemnation of estate 


| and forfeiture of control over persons to those who 


thus conspire against the Government and make 
war on its authority. 

But, sir, at the threshold of this measure, as, 
indeed, at the outset of every effort on the part of 
the friends of the Government to defend it against 
the machinations of conspirators and to put down 
this most impious rebellion, we are met with a flat 
denial of adequate constitutional authority. 

The nation is involved in the perils of civil war, 
demanding the instant and decisive exercise of its 
utmost powers and combined energies, and yet it 
is painfully obvious that there exists the most em- 
barrassing contrariety of opinions as to the con- 
stitutional powers of Congress, and the policy 
demanded by the public emergency. Under these 
circumstances, it is a matter of the first importance 
to ascertain the extent of the authority, where it 
is lodged, and upon whom the responsibility for 
its exercise is to rest. The powers and duties we 
shall assign to the Government will depend, I 
think, upon what shall be determined to be the 
actual condition of the nation—whether that of 
peace or war. 

Plainly enough, the general and ordinary pow- 
ers of the Government, under the Constitution, 
are applicable to the nation ina state of peace; 
and yct as clearly the Constitution contemplates 
the exercise of powers and the performance of 
duties peculiar to a state of war. Is the nation In 
that condition which devolves upon the Govern- 
ment the exercise of power common to a state of 
general hostilities? ‘*Constitutionally speaking, 
to use the phrase in vogue here, is the nation In 
a state of war; and if so, what are its powers, 
under the Constitution, and to what extent do the 
public perils render the exercise of those powers 
wecessary and expedient? The power of the Gov- 
ernment over its domestic enemies, the necessity 
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which | invite attention. ' 
purposes offensive and defensive, for all questions 
of its authority, to be regarded in a state of war ? 

It should be observed that the Government has 
made no formal declaration of war, and that the 
conflictis between the established Governmentand 
members of the same Government. But jt will 
not be questioned that a state of war may exist be- 


and expediency of its exercise, are the topics to | 
First, is the nation, for 
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tween the Governmentand a portion of the people, | 


and that no formal declaration is necessary to le- 
galize hostilities. That ageneral state of hostili- 
ties exists, need not now be argued, and will not 
be questioned. Thatthe nation has passed through 


the period of hesitation between peace and war, | 


conciliation and authority, compromise and coer- 
cion, is equally clear. A 

as the only solution of the national troubles, the 
necessity of a contest of arms to repel insults, 
redress injuries, and to establish absolutely and 
forever the supremacy of the national Govern- 


ment over its domestic enemies, all truly loyal | 


men, everywhere, are now happily agreed. And, 
sir, this condition of the nation is not, and from 
the beginning of the conflict through: all its suc- 
cessive stages of threat and menace to open and 
armed assault upon its authority, has not been op- 
tional and voluntary on our part; but throughout, 
the stern alternative has been constantly presented 
to the Government of abject submission to the im- 
pious designs of a malignant faction, or the manly 
and patriotic vindication of its integrity. 


s to the policy of war | 


While, sir, in the impartial performance of its 


duties to all parties, and to all parts of the Union, 
the authority of the Government was set at defiance 
throughout a large portion of its territory; its 


functions as a Government derided; its forts, ar- | 


senals, custum-houses, navy-yards, ships of war, | 


and public property—the substantive tokens of its | 


national supremacy—captured as prizes of war, 
and employed to disturb that tranquillity they were 
designed to insure; the public press silenced; citi- 
zens of the United States guilty of no offense, and 
suspected of none save of loyalty to the Union, 
imprisoned or driven from their homes; disclos- 
ing, at length, a bold and wicked conspiracy, em- 
bracing entire communities, and extending to and 


combining in its plans and purposes several States, | 


having a military organization which put these 


States on a war footing in times of peace, and | 


day an | 
army whose rank and file were numbered by hun- | 
dreds of thousands, animated by the audacious | 


which brought into the field at an ear! 


assurance of a speedy advance upon the national 
capital, and ravening for the plunder of northern 
cities: 

The conspirators, at first but a handful of men 
in the extreme South, in a few localities, artfully 
fomenting discontent, spread the sedition to other 
communities, until they came to control the action 
of several States. Emboldened by success in these 
States, and maddened by recent popular demon- 
strations against their mad schemes, they at length 
made open war on the jurisdiction of the United 
States, and opened a deadly cannonade upon a 
fort held by a handful of men, simply as custo- 
dians of the Federal authority. 

Sir, the nation could not misunderstand this un- 
provoked, murderous, and cowardly assault. Long- 
standing conspiracy against the Government hav- 
ing passed through the successive stages of sedition 
and insurrection, now broke into open rebellion, 
declaring at the cannon’s mouth its purpose to 
overthrow republican institutions, and to erect on 
the ruins of the Republic an oligarchy, hostile to 
liberty and inimical to the civilization of a Chris- 
tian age. 

The Government, at length comprehending its 
danger and the designs for its subversion, pro- 
claimed its purposes of defense. At the national 
summons, more than half a million of patriot 
men, hundreds of thousands more than the esti- 
mated need, heroically volunteered, and now, at 
the end of a few short months, stand in serried 
ranks—country loving, God fearing, bold, defiant 
men—a numerous and resistless host, impatiently 
demanding to be shown the enemy of our peace. 

The nation, sir, it may be assumed, is in a state 


of war—involuntary war on its part, insurrection- | 
ary, causeless, rebellious war on the part of its | 


domestic enemies. And, sir, it matters not that 
it Is not purely public war—conflict between two 
or more nations; civil conflict is as positively and 
unqualifiedly war, and has its laws as well defined 


| 
| 





| are common to a nation in that situation. Clearly 


| the sword, both as against external and internal | 


| poses no limitation on its power, but plainly de- 


| that instrument carefully defines and limits the 


| all its enemies, whether internal or external, is 

quire, notrepugnant to the principles of public law. 
_of the objects and duties of Government: ‘*To 
| form a more perfect union,”’ ‘‘establish justice,’’ 


| fare,’’ ‘‘seewre the blessings of liberty.’ 
| civil functions the Constitution provides for Gov- 


| tion! cae 


emcee 


as conflict between two nations. It surely, Mr. 


President, is not a state of partial hostilities, com- 
bining a few persons, invading a few places, and 
extending to and involving minor interests. Lit- 
erally, the country is a camp and the nation an 
army. The war reaches to the confines of the 
Reptblic; levies its contributions on loyal men by 
millions of dollars each day; has daily sacrifices 
in the camp and on the field of scores of heroic 
men; and accepts its recruits from every city, 
town, and hamlet in the land. 

Sir, let us_not mistake. It is war in its most 
gigantic proportions—insurrectionary war upon 
the land, and piratical war upon the sea—not for 
redress of grievances, not to recover rights lost or 
impaired, not to escape from a heavy load of bur- 
dens no longer tolerable, but for objects and with 
motives and conduct which put the conspirators 
beyond the rights of civilized warfare, ont which 
invest the nation with the high prerogatives of war, 
and forces upon the Government the exercise of | 
its extreme power for self-defense. To balance | 
longer on the condition of the nation or question | 
its power, will prove fatal. We should stand no 
longer on the hope of conciliation; we are fully | 
committed to war as our remedy; a deadly conflict 
is upon the nation; begun, high advanced, wields | 
a sword already red with its best blood, consumes 
its wealth, wastes its substance, the which if | 
you do not bring to a speedy close, by bold, de- | 
termined, successful battle, will degenerate into a 
remorseless national broil, adding to the horrors 
of general war the miseries of intestine disorder, | 
gaunt famine, general demoralization and desola- 
tion, and which, if the nation do not triumph, 
by an unconditional assertion and vindication of its 
absolute supremacy, will end in the extinction of all 
hope of popular government. 

Our condition, sir, being that of civil war, 1 | 


sesses all the rights and powers necessary for self- | 
preservation and for dealing with its enemies that 


the Constitution contemplates the contingency 
when the Government may be required to draw 


enemies, and wisely provides for such an event 
by the institution of an army and navy, and a 
system of militia; and in such contingency im- | 


signed that it should be left wholly unrestricted, 
to exercise all the powers and rights of a nation 
forced to take up arms for its defense. 

While, under the Constitution, a state of peace 
is the normal condition of the nation, and while 





powers of the Government and guards the rights 
of the States, leaving them free to pursue their 
internal affairs in their own way, a state of hos- 
tilities, of insurrectionary war, is contemplated; and 
in such event the power of the Government over | 


unlimited and unrestrained, and is controlled only 
by the law of nations. The nation may then deal 
with its enemies in any way its exigencies may re- 


Sir, the amplitude of the power of the nation 
was forecast in the significant phrase of the pre- 
amble to the Constitution, itself a compendium | 


*‘insure domestic tranquillity,’’ ‘‘provide for the | 
common defense,’’ ‘‘promote the general wel- 
In its 


ernment with limited power and duties, general 
in their character, and chiefly applicable to ex- 
ternal affairs. Its war power is of the most abso- 
lute character; the right of making war, the ex- 
pediency and necessity of an appeal to arms, are 
expressly given to the Federal Government, and 
the States are as expressly forbidden to exercise 
them. And, sir, the war power is not an inci- 
dental, but a substantive power, expressly con- 
ferred, and is thatextreme power known to nations 
as the ultima ratio, at the declaration of which 
civil privileges are in abeyance and municipal | 
laws silent. Strange delusion of the times, that | 
it ever should have been doubted that the nation | 
possessed the powers necessary for self-preserva- 


The specific grants of power in the Constitution 


| cover the whole subject of public hostilities, and | 
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_ had ever before so sinned, so blundered. 








punish piracy on the high seas;’’ “declare war;’’ 
**make rules for captures on land and water;”’ 
‘* raise and support armies;”’ ‘ call forth the mili- 
tia’’ **to suppress insurrection or repel invasion.”’ 

Iam aware, sir, that there are those who do not 
agree to this assumed power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, those whe strongly insist that internal 
disorder, a state of general internal hostilities, is 
in **no constitutional sense war;’’ that the na- 
tion is fatally hampered by its organic law, and in 
such case can perform none of those acts of self- 
defense which are the essential characteristics of 
Government; thatthe Constitutionat best provides 
for a sort of quasi Government in its relations to 
the States, and was purposely left without the 
power of enforcing obedience to its authority, In 
the language of the late President, * the Federal 
Executive has no authority to decide what shall 
be the relations between the Federal Government 
and the States;’’ that ** Congress possesses no 
authority, by force of arms, to compel a State to 
remain in the Union;”’ that * while Congress pos- 
sesses many powers of preserving the Union by 
conciliation, the sword was not placed in their 
hands to preserve it by force.” 

Sir, the dark page of our history will be that 
which records these opinions, not as the delirium 
of mad ambition, notas the dreams of the human 
mind, but as the semi-authoritative utterances of 
the chief ** public functionary” of the nation in 
the hour of its trial and peril. No public officer 
There 
had been great crimes and great criminals, from 
the days of the false prophet to Davis—crimes 
against country, society, humanity; traitors in 
our own times; rebels beside ‘* fallen angels,’’ 
and little inferior to the *‘ angel of the bottomless 
pit;’’? but no such base compound of weakness 


| and wickedness as is disclosed in this traitorous 
think it must be manifest that the nation pos- | 


speech; himself in some large sense the State, its 
representative and chief, conceding to the enemies 


| of its peace what makes his authority a sham, 


and degrades the majesty and grandeur of the 
Commonwealth to the dead level of a commercial 
partnership. 

Set, sir, as a sentinel to guard the approaches to 
the citadel, cognizant of the fact of a long-stand- 
ing conspiracy for its assault, familiar with the 


| infernal counsels that for four years had been 


——- its overthrow in his very presence, he still 
1esitates, as if halting between abstract love of 
the mischief contemplated and self-will, absurdly 
denying the right of the conspirators to take his 
official life, and questioning his own ‘consti- 
tutional’’ authority to defend it, and at length 
compromising the whole matter by the sublime 
sophism that ** Congress has many powers of pre- 
serving the Union by conciliation, none by force.”’ 
The height of this argument will constitute the 
bad eminence of the public functionary, as through 
all time it will carry the conviction, when repeated, 


| of aresort to a pitiful subterfuge to avoid respons- 


| ecutive chief. 
that **to be weak is miserable, doing orsuffering.”’ 


ibility, when the peace and safety of his country 
demanded a brave and manly word from its ex- 
He has doubtless learned ere this 


There is, sir, some fatal delusion misleading the 


| minds of those who thus reason and act. The his- 
| tory of the origin of the Constitution, as well as 


the progress of the nation under it, shows that its 
founders designed to provide fora government with 
the essential attributes of government for ** domes- 
tic tranquillity,’ as well as for foreign relations. 
Until the sentiment of government, under the Con- 
stitution, sovereign and absolute within its sphere, 
shall take possession of the minds of the American 


| people, there can be no Union perfected, no tran- 


quillity secured, no civil liberty attained. As well 
expect the results of a superintending Providence 
from an atheistic pantheism, the harmony of the 
planets without the central power to control them 
in their orbits: 
“ The glorious planet; Sol, 
In noble eminence enthroned, and shepherd 
Amid the rest.” 


But, sir, let the nation rejoice that, with the close 
of the administration of the partisan President, the 


| beguiled official, his political sophism lost its pow- 


er, and that the whole breed of politicians who 
could insanely repeatdisloyal sentiments while the 
country trembled on the brink of dissolution, is 
well nigh extinct in a large portion of the nation. 

And, sir, here I regret to feel obliged to notice, 


every variety of national conflict; ‘‘ may defineand || in passing, that these sentiments and opinions are 


a lem nd 
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not yet considered wholly out of place in the Sen- 
ate. 

We were told the other day by the honorable 
Senator from Virginia, ‘that, constitutionally 
speaking, this is not a war in which we are en- 
gaged.’’ 
~ Pray, sir, what is a war, and what are its char- 
acteristics, and howshall it ever be known when 
a nation is at war? ‘* War,’’ says Mr. Jefferson, 
‘* is a conflict in which the parties endeavor to do 
each other all the harm they can.”’ Tried by this 
standard, are the conspirators making war on the 
United States? 

What, sir, could men or devils do that they 
have notdone, are now doing, orattempting, tosub- 
vert this free Government and lay itin ruins. To 
carry this fiendish purpose into effect at the point 
of the udponet, they have taken up arms, organ- 
ized a military despotism ina large portion of our 
territory, robbed loyal men of their property, and 
thrown them into prisons, captured or burned your 
commerce on the seas, marched armies for the sub- 
jugation of States, and now beleaguer your na- 
tional capital. Does not the honorable Senator 
see in all this the ** grim visage and stern look of 
war?”’ 

True, we are not, have not been making war; 


but we are waging war already begun and forced | 


upon the Government. In its designs, plans, and 
appointments, it is inveterate and vengeful, and 
exhibits war as seldom sung or painted: 
* The death shot hissing from afar, 
The shock, the shout, the groan of war.”’ 
‘A dark, a desperate game 

Where lives and limbs and hearts and souls of men 

Are staked for knaves.”’ 

Not war. Then what shall we write upon the 
tombstones of Ellsworth, Winthrop, Lyon, Ba- 
ker, Lander, and scores of brave hearts that have 
perished in battle. Sir, how do such statements 
mock our grief for the patriot dead! 

It is an ‘* effort,’’ says the honorable Senator, 
**on the part of the Federal Government to sup- 
press insurrection and put down rebellion;”’ and 
what, pray, is an ‘effort’? with the sword be- 
tween two great armies drawn from all parts of 
the contending sections, but war? Is insurrec- 


tion, breaking into armed rebellion and involving | 
half a continent, anything less than a state of hos- | 


tilities? The shock of ** the effort’’ has sundered 
the honorable Senator’s State, and its violence 
made her soil crimson with the blood of her chil- 
dren, and yet we are told that, ** constitutionally 
speaking, thisis not warin which weareengaged.”’ 
The effort, on their part, is for the utter subver- 
sion of the Government—an effort of invasion for 
a moiety of the national domain and for the estab- 
lishment, within our limits, ofan independentgov- 
ernment upon principles inimical to American lib- 
erty—an effort characterized by rapine, robbery 
on oe and piracy on sea, and Gisplaying the most 
deadly hostility to social forms and national in- 
terests. 

There seems, sir, some fatal delusion by which 
minds, keen in other respects, are blinded to the 
deep-seated malignity of this great insurrection. 
The forecast of Jackson, Adams, and Benton, had 
enabled them to see the gathering storm, and to 
warn their counérymen of its approach. Its dis- 
tant mutterings were heard in 1833 in South Car- 
olina. It had clouded the extreme southern 
horizon in 1850, threatening sudden disaster. In 
1860 it had covered the entire southern sky, and 
the pregnant tempest was soon to burst upon the 
nation ** with leaden rain and iron hail,’’ awaken- 
ing the people toa sense of their danger, and to a 
full realizauon of what had been predicted. Suil 
there are those who doubt as to our real condition 
—much more as to our duties, and whether, if we 
are actually involved in a hostile contest at arms, 
it is not possible so to conduct it as not to injure 
theenemy. The great English historian has well 
said that a languid conduct of war is cruelty to all 
parties, 

Assuming now the state of the nation to be that 
of general internal hostility; and that, being so in- 
volved, it possesses the power of self-defense, it 
is still important to inquire in what department of 
the Government this authority is lodged. Hap- 
pily this is no longer an open question. The su- 
preme power of making and conducting war is 
ex ver placed in Congress by the Constitution. 
“The whole powers of wur,’” says the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in Brown vs. The Uni- 


THE 





| 
| ted States, (1 Cranch,) ‘are vested in Congress.”’ 
| Surely all will agree there is no such power in the 
| judiciary, and the Exccutive is simply ‘* Com- 
| mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy;”’ all 
other powers and duties, not necessarily implied 
in the command of the military and naval forces, 
| are expressly given to Congress. Congress de- 
clares war; grants letters of marque and reprisal; 
makes rules for captures on Jand and water; raises 
/and supports armies; provides and maintains a 
navy; makes rules for the government of land and 
naval forces; provides for organizing, arming, and 
disciplining the militia, and for governing them 
in actual service; and is thus invested, in the lan- 
guage of the court, ** with the whole powers of war.”’ 
In the contingency of actual hostilities the na- 


| 


tion assumes a new and extraordinary character, | 


involving new relations and conferring new rights, | 


imposing extraordinary obligationson thecitizens, 
| and subjecting them to extraordinary penalties, 


gress; but it is invested with the absolute powers 


and all State and national authority subordinated 
| to the extreme authority of Congress, as the su- 
| preme power in the peril of external or internal 

Lantilicies. The ordinary provisions of the Con- 
stitution, peculiar to a state of peace, and all laws 
and municipal regulations must yield to the force 
of martial law, as resolved by Congress. 

Now, sir, upon principles of public law, what 
are some of the rights of nations in a state of hos- 
tilities ? 

In war, says Grotius, 


“We have a right to deprive the enemy of his posses- 
sions—of anything which may augment his strength, and 
enable him to make war. Whenever we have an oppor- 
| tunity, we seize our enemy’s property and convert it to 
| our own use, and thus diminish his power and augment our 
| own, and obtain at least a partial indemnification for what 
| constitutes the subject of the war, or for expenses, or losses 
| incurred in its prosecution—in a word, we do ourselves 
| justice.”’ 


In the language of Professor Martin: 


**The conqueror has a right to seize on the property of 
the enemy, whether movable or immovable. This may be 
done: 1. In order to obtain what may be demanded to be 
due. 2. To force the enemy to an equitable peace. 3. To 
defray the expenses of the war. 4, To deter him, or by 
reducing his strength, to hinder him, from repeating in fu- 
ture the injuries which have been the cause of the war. 
And with this object in view, a Power at war has a right 
to destroy the possessions and property of the enemy for 
the express purposes of doing him mischief.” 


Says the Supreme Court: 


“ War gives the full right to take the persons and confis- 
cate the property of the enemy wherever found.’”’ ‘ It may 
be considered as the opinion of all who have written on the 


1] jus belli, that war gives the right to confiscate.” 


In the case of The Rapid, which was the case of 
the forfeiture of the property of a citizen, the court 
said: 


‘« This is the first case since the organization of the Gov- 
ernment in which this court has been called upon to assert 
the rights of war against the property of the citizen. It is 
with extreme hesitation, and under a deep sense of the so- 
lemnity of the duty which we are now called upon to dis- 
charge, that we proceed to adjudge the forfeiture of private 
rights upon principles of public law highly penal in their 
| nature, and unfortunately too little understood.” .« 





“ But a new state of things has occurred, a new character 
has been assumed by this nation, which involves it in new 
| relations and confers on it new rights, which imposes a new 
class of obligations on our citizens and subjects them to 
new penalties.”’-—8 Cranch, p. 64. 


We have now assumed that new character. 


“The nature and consequences of a state of war must di- 
rect us to the conclusions which we are to form in this case. 
In a state of war nation is known to nation only by their 
armed exterior, each threatening the other with conquest 
or annihilation.” 


The court held that the power of Congress un- 
der that provision of the Constitution which au- 
thorizes it ** to make rules concerning captures on 
land and water,’’ was an unrestricted power. 

Thus, sir, we have seen that Congress is in- 
vested with the whole power of war, and that 
confiscation of the enemy’s property is one of its 

owers. 

Confiscation, sir, is the fate of the property of 
the belligerent—the penalty of war—and there can 
be no fair pretense that these principles do not 
apply in the case of adomesticenemy. They are 





the ordinary dictates of justice to those who not 
only wantonly involve the count e miseries 
of civil war, but who rob the loy: n of his 


property as a penalty for his loyalty. , 
‘ondemnation of the estate of the domestic enemy 


There is then, sir, no limit on the power of Con- | 


of war—the civil functions of the Government are, | 
for the time being, in abeyance when in conflict, | 
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of the nation is the current judgment of the civilized 
world. Nay, more; it is the judgment of the na- 
tion against any man who revolts. Every cir. 
cumstance of this rebellion—its purpose, plan 

conduct—demand that the nation should enter up 
this judgment against the conspirators, if its ay- 
thorigy is to be respected in the future. The pro- 
tection and indemnity of the loyal citizen robbed 
of his property require that this judgment should 
be enforced. The popular sentiment of the nation 
is for it; that of the civilized nations of the earth 
will approve it. 

And, sir, necessarily connected with the ques- 
tion ‘of the confiscation of the property of rebels 
is that affecting his right to control his slave. That 
principle or policy which dispossesses the rebel of 
his property, would seem to deprive him of hig 
slave. Ifit be allowable to take his property to 
‘compel apeace,’’ ** to deter him, or by reducing his 
strength to hinder him, from repeating in the fy- 
ture the injuries which have been the cause of the 
war,’’ why not his slave, which is not less his 
support and incentive to rebellion, and which is, 
indeed, in this case the casus belli ? 

Sir, the well-defined notions of mankind in re- 
lation to persons and property, in peace or war, 








| seem wholly to fail to guide us when the shadow 


of the sable African falls upon us. He is the rid- 
dle we cannot tell; the nondescript we constantly 
fail to comprehend; the visible outline of man with 
the invisible quality of property, mysteriously 
united, that confounds us; the grim idol of an idol- 
atry that shocks while it enchants and infatuates. 

Plainly, that judgment which condemns the per- 
son and property of the rebel, necessarily absolves 
the allegiance of his slave. 

The right to deal with the rebel, and the neces- 
sity of his overthrow, is urgent, and yet we con- 
stantly stumble on the methods of action. 

There isa class of persons, here and elsewhere, 
who, while they entertain no doubt of our power, 
and the expediency of its exercise, to confiscaie 
the property of rebels, still deprecate all inter- 
ference with their slaves. They constantly raise 
imaginary distinctions, putting slave property on 
grounds high above other rights of property, 
which should exempt it from the senteltien com- 
mon toall municipal rights. Itis supposed to pos- 
sess a constitutional immunity, wholly unknown 
to and above all other rights of property. The 
honorable Senator from Virginia seems to parti- 
cipate in these notions, to regard the ** institution” 
as possessing a sanctity akin to that which at- 
taches to the Constitution—its existence essentiall 
the bond of union between the States, and which 
was carefully protected by the framers of the Con- 
stitution. ‘* Thata war for the liberation of slaves 
would be a war for the overthrow of the Consti- 
tution;”’ “¢an inhumanand unholy crusade against 
American constitutionalliberty.’’ “* Thatthe trou- 
bles,’’ to use his language, ‘‘ that now stare usin 
the face are chargeable, not uponslavery, but upon 
an someones agitation of the subject.”’ 

Now, sir, the plain import of all this impas- 
sioned phrase is, that the existence of the insti- 
tution is indissolubly bound up with the Consti- 
tution, and so an element of the essential life of 
the nation. That the institution and the Consti- 
tution must stand or fall, survive or perish, to- 
gether. That slavery is not the guilty cause of 
our troubles, and that to destroy it would be to 
destroy the Constitution of the country. 

Sir, in this view of the subject, the memorable 
words ‘liberty and Union, one and inseparable, 
now and forever,’”? were an unmeaning figure of 
speech when uttered by the great expounder of 
the Constitution in view of national perils; and 
they are delusive now whefi pronounced from the 
lips of the illustrious patriot Senator from Ten- 
nessee, himself involved in all the miseries of civil 
war. The rendering should have been, and should 
now be, ‘*'slavery and Union, one and insepara- 
ble, now and forever.’’ 

Sir, I do not care, at this time, to attempt the 
refutation of this oft-asserted and as oft-refuted 
political heresy; nor do [ stop to take issue with 
the honorable Senator whether slavery is the real 
or the predisposing cause of the rebellion. Suffi- 
cient that it is the ostensible cause, and the one 
assigned by the conspirators themselves. Neither 
do I accept issue upon the immaterial question 
whether “‘war for the liberation of the slaves would 
be a war for the overthrow of the Union”’—im- 
material, because no such question arises on the 
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record, and is wholly foreign to the facts involved 
in the national controversy. 
There can be no fair pretense for saying that 
the Government has made war, or prosecuted war, 
for ** the liberation of slaves,’’ or that it has made 
war at all; it has, at most, waged war already 
begun upon it. The manner of conducting war 
thus begun upon itis the Government’s high pre- 
rogative,and is notto be questioned by those who 
assail it and stand in the relation of its domestic 
enemies. Let those who take the sword abide its 
stern arbitrament. But, sir, if slavery makes war 
on the nation for any purpose, I maintain the right 


terrible as the overthrow of free government, the 


| calamities of civil war, even, are welcomed by the 


nation. More than half a million of free men, 
with no other purpose than defense of that Gov- 
ernment, have accepted arms and are now encoun- 
tering the perils and hardships of war. They have 
stood guard for long, long months behind a line 
dividing loyal and disloyal States, to protect the 
Federal authority and preserve the national cap- 
ital, their numbers diminishing daily by disease, 


| the covert attacks and stealthy shot of the enemy, 


of the Government, under the Constitution, tode- || 


fend itself, and in doing so ** to liberate the slaves”’ 
of rebels; and that whenever and howsoever the 
question arises between the ‘ existence of the in- 
stitution’? and the Constitution—slavery and the 
Union—the former must goto the wall, must perish, 
if necessary to preserve the latter; and that this 
may be done in the name and in the behalf of “* Amer- 
ican constitutional liberty.” 

The Government has inaugurated no war on 


while south of that line have been exhibited the 
revolting scenes of vengeful war. 
when we are forced to contemplate an advance into 
the enemy’s country, our great solicitude seems 


to be how we can best do so with least possible | 


And now, sir, | 


| injury to the foe; and whether, indeed, it is ** con- | 
stitutional ’’ to advance at all, if thereby the in- | 


slavery; but, sir, it has raised the great battle-ax || 


of war’on rebellion, and on whatever is insepar- 
ably connected with rebellion—its guilty cause and 
support. Let no man plead to avert the penalties 
awarded to those who wantonly take the sword 
against the life of thenation! The right of slavery 
to **exemption from interference within its local- 
ity’’ is lost in its audacious revolt and armed as- 
sault on the Government; its ¢ry * to be let alone’’ 
amid the cannonading of Sumter, isa shallow pre- 
tense to conceal a wicked purpose. 

Sir, that “ the institution’’ is inseparable from 
‘*American constitutional liberty”? and the Union 
formed by the founders of the Government, I deny 
with all the emphasis of my-being. This is the 
great delusion of the times—* the direful spring”’ 
of all our political woes. No greater fallacy was 
ever asserted than this attempt thus to link ‘* the 
institution”’ and the Constitution indissolubly to- | 


gether, to ingraft the former upon the latter, to || 


make siavery the corner-stone of the nation, to be | 
guarded and protected'by the Government. 

In a national sense, ‘‘the institution’? has no 
legal basis whatever. Its aspirations for national 
recognition and protection are as foreign to the 
purposes and principles of the Government of our 
fathers, under the Constitution, as would be a 
pretension for recognition of the systems of ap- | 
prenticeship, or any other purely local usage, 
good or bad. Itrests, like all other local rights,on 
the municipal law or usage, and will, of course, 
be left to the control of the local authority so long 
as it does the nation no harm, and threatens | 
none. I freely concede its right to be exempt 
from interference by the nation—to deal with it 
is clearly beyond the ordinary powers of Con- | 
gress; but when it revolts, brings on war, public | 
disorder, menaces the life of the nation, it then 
subjects itself to the rules of war, and to the pen- | 
alties of war at the hands of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Sir, the questions that divide us are not so much | 
questions of power as what the safety of the na- 
tion demands. And here we shall all agree, that 
whatever faction or class, interest or institution, | 
raises itself against the Government, must pay the 
penalty for its temerity by beingitself overthrown. | 
And wherefore this rebellion? Let the history of | 
American politics in the last quarter ‘ofa century | 
answer. The constantly increasing sentiment fa- | 
vorable to slavery in the South, the demand for | 
acquisition of territory, for change of national pol- | 
icy, for **expansion,”’ for ** equality,’’ for ** pro- | 
tection,’’ settled hostility to free institutions, in- 
tolerance of opinions once current and common 
to the whole country, and at length open assault | 


upon the early measures of the Government, and | 





final demand for intervention in favor of the ‘ in- 
stitution.”” These show why war is levied on a 
Government against which no man at any time 
has rightfully uttered a complaint. 

We must deal with events as we find them pre- 
sented to us. The nation’s necessity is to put 
down whatever disturbs its repose, is hostile to 
its peace, menaces its existence. The slavehold- 
ers have taken up arms against the Government. 
Their property and their slaves are their stay | 
and support, their means of carrying on the war. 
They have forced upon the Government the dread | 
alternative of war or submission to dismember- | 
ment and subversion. To avert a disaster so | 


| 
| 


} 


stitution of slavery is to be endangered. 

Those who have placed themselves in the con- 
dition, and who maintain the purposes of enemies 
to this Government, have no rights of property or 
person which should restrain the nation in the ad- 
vance of its armies. The laws of battle they 





therefore discriminate in their favor, and seek to 
establish in those States a commonalty, with the 
privileges and immunities which make the people 
truly sovereign, in the place of an odious aristoc- 


| racy, who having betrayed, are no further entitled 


have invoked, the precious interests they have im- | 
| periled, the great necessity they have forced upon 
us, justify and urge the advance for their over- | 
throw, the seizure and condemnation of their prop- | 
erty; and here, it is said, yoy must pause; you | 


| may not annul the right to control the slave, the 


cause and strength of the war. 
Sir, higher responsibilities were never imposed 


on any nation than are now devolved upon the | 


American people. Not before was su much staked 


| upona single issue—the experiment of free institu- 


tions, the capacity of man to govern himself. A 


| malignant aristocracy, privileged and tolerated, | 


although alien to the principles of the Govern- 


| ment, at length seeks to supplant democracy. 
| Jefferson Davis is founding anempire within our 








limits, and desires *‘ to be let alone.”’ 


Stephens | 
is laying broad and deep the foundations of a | 


government of which slavery is to be the chief | 


corner-stone, and ** wants to be let alone.”’ 


Mr. | 


Speaker Bocock proclaims a constitution founded | 


ona ‘different philosophy ’”’ from that of our fath- 
ers, and ** wants to be let alone.’’? Secession is 
breaking up a great nation, and desires ‘* to be let 
alone.’’ Slaveholders are founding a despotism 
in the heart of the Republic, and demand ‘* to be 
let alone.’’? The enemies of free government every- 


where are holding high carnival, and if we do not | 
join in, we are expected not by violence or indis- | 


creetness to disturb the festivities of the occasion. || 


We are admonished by all the malcontents in | 


Christendom that we are endangering our Christ- 
ian character by our obstinate refusal to be ruined; 
that ** the whole doctrine of coercion” of such as 
neglect their duty to Government, is barbarous and 
inhuman, and that ‘* conciliation”’ is truly the great 


\| function of Government; that national resistance to 


armed conspirators, and measures of self-preser- 
vation against organized rebellion, are cruel usur- 
pations. 


Sir, what we are witnessing and encountering | 


is the old struggle of a class for power and priv- 
ilege which hag so often convulsed the world, re- 


peatingitselfinourhistory. Aclassidentified with | 


a local and exceptional institution, grown pow- 
erful through political representation, demands to 
govern. 
motives of a southern commercial center, and of the 


social and political supremacy of a class through 
the servitude of a race. 


It has its origin in the idea and mixed | 


To this end they have conspired, have persist- | 
ently inculcated the malignant heresy of seces- | 


sion,and at length forced the fatal issue upon the 


nation through the action of the States, in total | 
disregard of the will of the people. Sir, to those | 


who have incited sedition and planned rebellion, 
let the penalties of their great crimes be awarded. 

To the people, deceived and misled, upon re- 
turn to allegiance, give the assurance of amnesty, 


| protection, and the privileges of free institutions, 


free schools, homesteads, even-handed justice, and 
equality of political rights; privileges that enno- 
ble and elevate the masses Into the dignity of a 


sovereign people, and give to popular government 
a secure support. 


Sir, it would be a libel on human nature to sup- | 


pose that the great body of the people of the South 


enter with alacrity into the purposes of the con- | 


spirators to overthrow this popular government, 
and to found a government on slavery. I would 


| the second section provides that the 





| to the protection of the Government. 


Sir, in this great national drama there are many 
interests and persons represented, domestic and 
foreign. Enacted here, in the freest and most 
prosperous nation of the earth, and on a scale of 
unequaled grandeur, it will not fail to stir the 
pulse of the people and convulse the Governments 
of all Europe. 

The cast of the tragedy will naturally move the 
people of the Old World with lively emotions of 
sympathy for a Government that from the be- 
ginning, by its lofty declaration in favor of human 
rights, had inspired them with hope, while it will 


| arouse the passions and excite the prejudices of 


classes and factions always inimical to our great 
example and experiment. 

In this great trial the people of old England, 
from whom we are descended, will, I am sure, 
prove now,as always heretofore, our friends; the 
Government, whose tyranny drove our fathers 
hither, as always heretofore, so now our enemy, 
and that upon principles so natural as that it 
should surprise nobody. The English people and 
the Anglo-Americans are in favor of free gov- 
ernment every where; not so with the * governing 
classes’’ so called. 

If, in the providence of Heaven, external ele- 
ments are to ** intervene’’in this domestic strife, it 
may serve to prolong and intensify the struggle; 
it will not render doubtful the issue, 

The patriot endeavor, and religious duty of the 
nation is to maintain the American experiment 
of popular government as a power on this conti- 
nent, in harmony with the purposes of the patriots 
who planned and set that Government in motion, 
in spite of foes, foreign and domestic. To main- 
tain this purpose and conduct this issue to a pros- 
perous termination, the peopleare fully committed, 
and will not turn aside or falter, though their foes 
multiply and gather until the enemies of popular 


| rights are everywhere combined against them. 


Sir, this purpose of the American people is in 
harmony with the civilization of the age—the 
holiest aspirations of the ages—with that truth 
and justice whose reign is eternal. 

Mr. BROWNING. Mr.President,I desire to 
address the Senate upon the subject now under 
consideration, but do not propose to do so to-day. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Will you 
give way for other business? 

Mr. BROWNING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to suspend all prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up a little bill and 


| pass it, to authorize the President to appoint a 


commissioner to revise the laws of this District 
and report to us at the present session. I pre- 
sume there will be no objection to it. It is Senate 
bill No. 222. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to know if 
the bill under discussion will lose its place by 
that? 

Mr. GRIMES. No, sir. The Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Browntne] takes the floor to speak 
to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will it be the order to- 
morrow at one o’clock if it goes over now? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Howe in 
the chair.) So the Chair understands. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois has the floor, and gives way for 
the motion submitted by the Senator from lowa. 


LAWS OF THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. GRIMES. I move to take up the Senate 
bill (No. 222) to provide for the codification and 
revision of the laws of the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. The first 
section empowers the President to appoint, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, a suit- 
able person, learned in the law, to revise and 
codify the laws of the District of Columbia; and 
rson ap- 
pointed shall receive ten dollars per day for his 
services while so employed, and shall render a 
final report of his revision and codification to Con- 
gress on or before the 19th day of May next. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to strike out in line 


| two, of section two, after the word ‘* shall,’’ the 


words “‘ receive ten dollars per day for his services 


or ie ae 
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while so employed, and shall ;’’ so that the clause 
will read: 


That the person who shall be thus appointed shall render 
a final report of his revision and codification to Congress, 
on or before the 10th day of May next. 


The amendment was agreed to, 


The bill was report d to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendmeut was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and to be 
read a third time. It was read the third time, 
and passed. 

PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 


On motion of Mr, WILSON, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 175) 
to define the pay and emoluments of certain offi- 
cers of the Army and for other purposes, the pend- 
ing question being upon the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Grimes, as modified on the motion of 
Mr. Crarx, to insert the following asan additional 
sechion: 

See. 23. dnd be tt further enacted, That the actapproved 
the Sth of August, 1851, entitled “ An act supplementary to 
an act entitied ‘ An act to increase the preseut military es- 
tablishment of the United States,’ approved the 29th of 
July, 1861,’ be, and the same is hereby, repealed. Butthe 
repeal of the said act shall not be construed so as to deprive 
those persons already appointed under it from holding their 


offices in the same way and manner as if it had not been 
repealed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Howe in 
in the chair.) The Chair is advised that when 
the bill was last under consideration there were 
several other amendments proposed; and the first 
question is now upon the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut, [Mr. Foster,] in section 
ten to strike out the word ** post”? where it occurs 
before the word ** chaplains,’’ and also to strike 
out the word * regular,’’ and insert “‘volunteer;”’ 
so as to make the section read: 


Sere. 10. And be it further enacted, That in each of the | 


permanent hospitals, where the President may deem it ac 


cessary, he may appoint a chaplain, who shall receive the | 


same compensation as is now allowed to chaplains in the 
volunteer service. 

Mr. FOSTER. I was not aware that this bill 
was under consideration until my attention was 
[am very unwilling to detain 
the Senate by any remarks; but I must say that 
[think the discrimination made by the section, as 


it stands, against the chaplains who serve at these | 


hospitals—they will be very few—is very unjust 


and very unequal; for the service performed by 


them, if they perform their service faithfully, is 


more self-denying, more laborious, and more ex- | 


hausting than that performed by the chaplains in | 


the regular Army; and if any discrimination were 
to be made this class of chaplains should receive 
higher instead of lower pay than those in service 
in the field. j 
those hospitals where the President judges that 
there is a necessity for the appointment of chap- 
lains. Thatis, of course, where there are a large 
number of patients who are sick and daily dying, 
and are more in need of the services of a chaplain 
than the men are in the field, and it would be more 
erugl to deny them. The time which the chaplain 
is called upon tp devote, if he performs his duty, 
is his whole time both night and day; for there 
will be daily and nightly men calle 


would be cruel to deny the consolations of a min- 
ister of religion. Under these circumstances, to 
say that these men shall receive less pay than 
those in the field, seems to me, as I have said, 
very unjust. The whole number of them will be 
very small, and the difference to the Treasury will 
be very light; but to make this discrimination 
seems to me unjust, unequal. 

Mr. RICE. The amendment does not, in my 
opinion, cover the main point. These gentlemen 
have been serving along time without pay. I 
introduced a resolution this morning on the sub- 
ject. If the Senator from Connecticut will consent 


‘to it, { should like to offer as a substitute for that 


section the following: 
That the appointments of chaplains to the Army hos- 
tals as made by the President of the United States, are 
vereby approved, and the chaplains so appointed shall be 


compensated for their services in the same manner as regi- 
mental chaplains. 


I believe that covers the whole case. 


Mr. FOSTER. I willagree to that. , 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 


They are tobe appointed only in | 


j to ‘*the in- | 
evitable hour,’? when they will require, and it | 





THE 


| ments hereafter. 


| would accomplish that object. 


tion and insert what has been read. 


Mr. BROWNING. That does not clothe the 


President with any power to make other appoint- | 
If this tenth section be stricken | 
| out, it leaves the President, without power to make || 


other appointments, I think. If I am correct in 
that, the amendment ought to be still further 
amended, so as to continue the power in the Pres- 
ident to make appointments. 


and none are provided except such as render vol- 
untary service, 

Mr. FOSTER. I understood the amendment 
If it does not, I 
presume the Senator from Minnesota will so mod- 
ify it as that the President shall have the power 
of appointment as a continuing power. 

Mr. BROWNING. Will the Secretary report 
the amendment? I may be mistaken in regard 
to it. 

The Secretary read it; to strike out the tenth 
section of the bill, and insert the following in lieu 
thereof: 


That the appointments of chaplains to the Army hos- 


| pitals, as made by the President of the United States, are 


; some member of the Committee on Military Af- | 





hereby approved, and the chaplains so appointed shall be | 
compensated for their services in the same manneras regi- | 


mental chaplains. ° 


Mr. GRIMES. 


I should like to inquire of 


fairs what is the present number of chaplains in 
the service, both regular and irregular volunteers. 


I do not know anything about it; but I suppose | 


there must be a good many of these chaplains, 
where regiments are divided up, Who are not on 
duty; and, if so, | should think some of them 
might perform this duty at hospitals. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are only six hun- 
dred of them. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Ohio says 
we have six hundred chaplains. 
we have seven hundred and twenty regiments. 
Am I correct? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Oh,-no. 

Mr. GRIMES. That is the last report I had 
from the Paymaster General. If we have that 
number of regiments, we must have nearly that 
number of chaplains. I should like to know how 
many there are, before we vote to increase the 
number greatly. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Every regi- 
ment of the volunteers is, by law, entitled to one 
chaplain, and no more; and I suppose nearly all 
of these regiments have one chaplain. It may be 


that they do not need these chaplains; but every | 


regiment is entitled to one, and can have but one. 
This bill simply proposes that the President shall 
appoint a few chaplains for the permanent hos- 
pitals; and as we had the impression that the 
regimental chaplains were paid too much, higher 
than we would now give them, if we had this to 
do over again; higher than we would have given 
last summer if they had not entered the service 
under the promise of this compensation from the 


Government, we thought we would fix the com- | 


pensation of chaplains for hospitals at the .same 
rate as that received by post chaplains in the reg- 
ular Army. I thought when we made that prop- 
osition it was enough; and I think so now. 

Mr. HARLAN. It seems to me that the sec- 
tion of the bill is right as itis. If I understand 
the subject, it provides for the payment of these 
chaplains that are to serve in the hospitals, the 
same as the chaplains of the regular Army re- 
ceive, which, I think, is the pay of a captain of 
infantry. 

Mr. FOSTER. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. GRIMES. The pay of a captain of cav- 
alry. : 

Mr. HARLAN. Ithinklam right. The chap- 
lains of the volunteer regiments receive the same 
pay as captains of cavalry. The post chaplains 
connected with the regular Army receive the 
pay of captains of infantry, which I understand 
amounts to about one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars a month. The chaplains that go into the 
field with regiments 

Mr. FOSTER. If the gentleman will allow me, 





Very few appoint- | 
ments have thus far been made, and I know of | 
many hospitals where chaplains are really desired, | 


I understand | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; : : | 
|\-Minnesota therefore moves to strike out this sec- | 


| 
| 





ibe 





Se eneeereceggeeeen 


the act of July 5, 1838, creating the office of post | 


chaplain, makes it lawful for the officers compos- 
ing the council of administration at any post from 


time to time to employ persons as chaplains, their | 
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pay not to exceed forty dollars a month. 

actof February 21, 185%, twenty dollars per —_ 
was added, so that they are now entitled to sixt 
dollars per month. That is their pay, and that is 
all of their pay proper. 

Mr. HA LAN. I will inquire of the Senator 
from Connecticut if they are not paid certain al- 
lowances for rations and quarters? 

Mr. FOSTER. They have rations. 

Mr. HARLAN. And forage? 

Mr. POSTER. No forage. Volunteer chap- 
lains have. 
| Mr. HARLAN. I will inquire if the Senator 
| from Connecticut can inform the Senate how much 
| they receive per month, or per annum, including 
| all allowances. 

Mr. FOSTER. I cannot, precisely. It is not 
| exceeding sixty dollars per month, four rations a 
day, quarters and fuel. 

Mr HARLAN. Ihave been informed privately 
by a Senator near me that it amounts to between 
eleven and twelve hundred dollars perannum. The 
Senate pays its Chaplain $750a year. The House 
of Representatives pays its Chaplain the same 
amount. [suppose this small compensation arises 
| from the consideration that the Senate and House 
| usually employ ministers who are in charge of 
congregations in the city. They do not always 
| do this. They sometimes employ ministers of re- 

ligion from aeons and yet they pay them but 
$750 a year, and never have any difficulty in pro- 
curing a high order*of talent. These hectiien 
that are to serve in hospitals will usually be em- 
ployed from among the ministers of the various 
congregations residing in the towns and cities 
where the hospitals are located, and there will not 
be, in my judgment, the slightest difficulty in se- 
_ curing the highest order of talent for the amount 
of money proposed in the section as it now stands. 
If they are to receive under this section as it now 
stands between eleven and twelve hundred dol- 
lars a year, there will be no difficulty, | am sure, 
in procuring the highest order of talent for this 
| class of service. Hence I am opposed to the 
amendment. ‘ 
Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, persons of the 
highest order of talent are not needed for this ser- 
vice. They would be out of place in performing 
it. I should be opposed to appointing such men. 
I should be opposed also to appointing men who 
have charge of a parish, or who are regular stated 
preachers in any town where there may be a hos- 
pital; because it is impossible for men, no matter 
how high the order of talent may be, to perform 
| the duty required of them in these hospitals and 

at the same time to attend to their parish duties; it 

is out of the question. If the object is to appoint 
| such men who thus have a charge which should 
and does probably occupy all their time, it is use- 
less, or next to useless, to make any appoint- 
ment atall. The duties that are required of these 

men are of a totally different character from those 
| which we ordinarily understand to be called for 
from men of the highest order of talent. It is to 
be in these hospitals where there are sick and dying 
men, and to attend to their spiritual wants from 
day to day and from night to night, unremit- 
tingly. Labor is required without ceasing in 
these hospitals; and if a man has a parish, it is 
out of the question for him to attend to his duties 
in the hospital. Take the case of from one to two 
or three hundred men, sick, wounded, and dying. 
The idea of a clergyman of a parish attending to 
his duties in the parish and really performing any 
effective service in a hospital of that kind, having 
from one hundred to three hundred men to see 
/ and converse with, and minister to from day to 
day and night to night, is simply impossible. We 
had better not make any appointments at all than 
to do this. If we can get self-denying, patient, 
pious, devoted men, who will go into these hos- 
pitals, and devote their time to the sick and 
wounded, they ought to be paid for it; and if we 

cannot do it, it had better be let alone altogether. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from Iowa what he thinks the 
average compensation of clergymen of different 
_ denominations throughout the country is? 

Mr. HARLAN. It would be very difficult to 
answer the question propounded by the Senator 
from Maine, though I am quite certain that the 
_ average pay they receive will not equal the amount 
| proposed by this section. — 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senate ought 
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to be consistent with itself. Last year when we 
were fixing the pay of a chaplain it was put at 
about eighteen hundred dollars a year, because it 
was said a chaplain would have to ride about, 
would have to go from place to place, would have 
to be mounted on horseback. Ido not know that 
the chaplains in the army of the Potomac have 
had much occasion to use their horses; but at any 
rate, that was the argument whieh led the Senate 
to give them a very large salary. The salary of 
a post chaplain, at the very lowest, is $917 a year, 
and the highest is $1,157. I will guaranty that 
I can find one thousand pious, painstaking, good 
men—better men than your chaplains—for less 
money, who will gladly, not only for the money 
they receive, but for the good of the service, act | 
as chaplains in your hospitals. Indeed, I have | 


no doubt that in almost every city where these |} 


hospitals atg located intelligent, pious, Christian | 
men will perform the duties without a salary. 
is given to a post chaplain; and indeed I doubt | 
whether one in ten would receive any time during 
his lifetime as much as you will allow them under 
the provisions of this bill. The idea of paying 
$1,800 to a chaplain rendering service at a place 
where he does not have to mount on horseback, 
and move about, it seems to me is simply ridicu- 
lous when we have no money to give away. | 


Mr. RICE. At the last session I moved an || 


amendment to reduce the pay of the regimental 
chaplains to that of post chaplains, which would 
have reduced it some eight or nine hundred dol- 


lars; but we were all sorich then, andso extremely || 


anxious to do something that would suit every- 
body, that the amendment did not prevail. The | 
argument that was used—and it was a very good | 
one—why it should not be reduced, was that the | 
President, in his proclamation calling out the 


troops, had stated that they should receive such a || 


salary. To that I was willing to submit. The 
pes that | now make is in regard to the chap- | 
ains who have been appointed by the President | 
to attend to the hospitals throughout the country. 


have been now several months acting in that ca- 
yacity, and have not received one dollar of pay. 
They were promised by the President in the ap- 
pointment the pay given to other chaplains. I 
think it is due to those gentlemen that they should 


| 

| 

There arg some seven or eight of them. They | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


receive the amount promised up to the time that i 


the appropriation may be made. Then, if Con- | 
gress see fit toweduce the pay, well and good. 

But in regard to the duties of the chaplains of | 
the regiments and those of the hospitals there is no | 
sort of comparison. 
edge that the chaplains of the hospitals are en- 
gaged day and night throughout the entire seven 
days of the week. They not only act as chap- 


as correspondents for the sick. They subject 
themselves to every disease that may be prevail- 


lains, but as nurses; and not only as nurses, but | 
| 
| 


ing in the hospitals. They are not confined to one | 


hospital. 
number of the hospitals; and*they are to some 
extent precluded from performing their duties in 
churches and among their parishioners, from the 
fact that when one goes into a hospital where the 
small-pox prevails he is excluded from the world; 
he must remain there; and they do remain there. 
I believe each of the hospital chaplains has per- 


formed greater service than any ten regimental 
chaplains. 


_ Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have a 
little information from the Committee on Military 
Affairs with relation to this subject of Army 
chaplains. I do not know anything about it my- 
self, and it is a matter that ought to be investi- 
gated. I have heard a good deal said on the sub- 
ject; in the first place, that there were too many 
chaplains; that oon was no need of more than 


one chaplain for a brigade, instead of having one || 
for a regiment; thatone chaplain could easily per- | 


form the duties—— 

Mr. RICE. My friend will pardon me a mo- 
ment. My remarks were confined simply to hos- 
pital ene 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I understand that; but 


1 am inquiring about this bill, which, 1 suppose, | 


I know of my own knowl- | 
| 
| 


Each chaplain visits all or a certain | 
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mer at the called session; one chaplain being | 
appointed to each volunteer regiment, with the 
pay of a captain of cavalry, amounting to about 


| eighteen hundred dollars, or very nearly that. 


This provides simply for the appointment of || 


| chaplains for permanent hospitals, and author- 


| very high pay at the last session tothe regimental 


| chaplains to the regular Army would be safficient. 


'| amendment, to insert at the end of the eleventh | 
They would not ask, or pretend to ask, what || 





| somehow or other, that there was an amendment 


| izes the President to make these appointments; 


and as we had given what some of us thought 


chaplains, we thought this compensation of post 


It only applies to afew men. I think the appoint- | 
ments must be very limited. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I had-the impression, 


proposed to this bill, touching the number of 
chaplains in the volunteer force. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sen- 
ator from Oregon (Mr. Nesmitu] has moved an | 


section, ‘and that heréafter there shall be but 
one chaplain to each brigade.” 
cut them down from regiments to brigades. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. That was one of the || 
| points upon which I wanted information: whether || 
| the Committee on Military Affairs had considered 

| that subject. 


From what was said by the Sena- 


| tor from Minnesota just now, it would appear that 


| hundred dollars. 





covers the whole subject, regimental as well as | 


other chaplains. 

_ Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It has noth- 
ing to do with regimental chaplainsatall. They 
were appointed under the law passed last sum- 


| 


a regimental chaplain has very little duty; and in 
addition to that, it appears that he has very high 
pay—the pay ofa captain of cavalry, $1,800. Does 
that cover the allowances and everything that he 
receives? 


Mr. RICE. 


Between eighteen and nineteen 


Mr. FESSENDEN. How much does a cap- 
tain of infantry receive? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That does not cover the 
allowance for fuel, quarters, transportation of 
baggage, forage in kind, &c. It only covers the 
pay, rations, and allowances for the service. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know thatthe pay of a 
captain of infantry, with the allowances that are 
made of one kind and another, amounts to some 
eighteen or nineteen hundred dollars, and the pay 
ofacaptain of cavalry is very considerably higher. 
I am inclined to think, when you take it all into | 
consideration, and pick up all the little odds and | 
ends of allowances, it will amount to twenty-six 
or twenty-seven hundred dollars. Now, look at 
it. Each of these regiments in the field has a chap- 
lain, receiving some twenty-five hundred dollars | 
ormorea year—as large acompensatfon and larger 
compensation than is usually received by clergy- | 
men over large and rich parishes in our cities, with 
the exception, perhaps, of some few parishes in | 
the very large cities; and [ understand from the 
Senator from Minnesota that one of these hos- 
pital chaplains has about as much todo as ten 


regimental chaplains. || 


Mr. RICE. I think so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, I suppose it isso. 
It is perfectly obvious that the duty which a regi- 
mental chaplain has to perform must be very small, 
indeed, comparatively, and he may do it or not, 


just as he pleases; it is all left to his own discre- || 


tion. Then, sir, if that is the case—afd I really 
know nothing about it; [ want to be informed— 
it is very singular that we have overlapked this 
subject. I suppose there is not one of them who, | 


if left in the charge of a parish at home, would || 


receive over a thousand or twelve hundred dollars 
a year at the outside; and yet to the chaplain of | 
every regiment in our Army we are paying prob- | 
ably $2,500. 

Mr. RICE. No, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He has the pay of a cap- | 
tain of cavalry. 

Mr. RICE. He has the pay of a captain of | 
cavalry, but it cannot exceed $1,900; because, | 
whenever a thaplain is absent from his regiment, | 
he receives no compensation for quarters or fuel. | 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But suppose he stays | 
with his regiment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not see why. 

Mr. RICE. But that is the fact. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The pay of a captain of 
cavalry is fixed by law. He has certain pay and 
certain allowances; and if the provision is sim- 
ply that a chaplain shall have the pay of a cap- 
tain of cavalry, he gets the whole, be it more or 


less. 


Mr. RICE. But it does not exceed $1,900. 


GLOBE. 


He proposes to || 


} 
Mr. RICE. He then receives them in kind. | 
| 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know why it 
should be so, unless Senators show me some law 
on the subject. 

Mr. RICE. The laws and regulations show it. 
Mr. FESSENDEN,. Very well, sir. Then 
one thing or the other we ougitt to do, and per- 
haps both. We may just as well meet this mat- 
ter flat in the face. e either ought to reduce 
the number, or reduce the pay, perhaps both. If 


/a chaplain can well and easily, or fairly, perform 


all the duties that are necessary for a whole bri- 
gade, we oughtto have but one chaplain for a bri- 
gade, and if you pleasc—I am for paying a rea- 
sonable compensation to everybody—you may 
give him the pay of a captain of cavalry, if that is 
not too much; but when we multiply them in this 
way, and have one for each regime®t, and bring 
this immense burden upon the country, we ought 
to look intoit. Ithas been well said that we were 
exceedingly liberal last summer. We were organ- 
izing our forces, and everything that was pro- 
posed by anybody in regard to pay was acceded 
| to. We have now come to a point where we are 
| obliged to look the matter of expenditure in the 


- 


face. 

Mr. RICE. I proposed at that time to make 
the pay of chaplains of the volunteer force the 
| same as thatof post chaplains in the regular Army; 
| but it was not acceded to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iam not opposing that at 
all. I am speaking of the general subject. There 
| are two or three questions before the Senate at 
| this time on various amendments. We ought, at 
any rate, to meet the matter; and if it is true, as 
suggested by the Senator from Minnesota, that 
the regimental chaplains have so very little duty 
to, perform, we ought to dispense with them and 





| apeesnt chaplains for brigades, and let them take 


charge of a whole brigade, if they can do it, and 
then pay them what is reasonable and what ought 
to be paid. If it is necessary to have these hos- 
— chaplains, and undoubtedly it is, and they 

ave hospital duty to perform, pay them all they 
| oughtto be paid. I have no objection to that; but 
I want to say to the Senator from Minnesota that 


|| when the President appointed these chaplains he 


said they must be dependent for compensation on 
the action of Congress; that he could make no 
promise one way or the other; that he would ap- 
point them, but they must perform the duties at 
their own risk. They come before Congress not 
under any promise of the President, but for the 
| simple purpose of being appointed and being paid. 
| lam perfectly willing to appoint them, because | 


|| think a chaplain is needed in a hospital where 


there are so many sick persons, and I think they 
ought to receive a reasonable compensation. 

1 have no doubt, as suggested by the Senator 
from Ohio, that in many places we might find 
clergymen located who would be ready to perform 
the duty of hospital chaplains without compensa- 
tion; but I would not impose it upon them. I 
think we are bound to provide for it ourselves, 
and provide fairly for the spiritual wants of the 
| sick and somndel soldiers in the hospitals, and I 
am ready to do so. But if we have too large a 
| number of chaplains, and if we pay them more 
than they ought to receive consistently, let us set 
about the business of cutting it down to a proper 
sum at once, and not hésitate upon the subject 
simply because it is paid to chaplsine Some of 
them, I have heard, and I have no doubt, are to- 
tally unfit for their positions, and instead of being 
any benefit, are of great disservice by the exam- 
ple they set to thewoldiers. But, sir, I hope and 
trust that that is true only in exceptional cases, 
and that the chaplains in the Army conscientiously 
and devotedly discharge the duties which they owe 
to their country and which they owe to the reli- 
gion they profess. I trust it may be so; but thatis 
no reason why in the present state of finances of 
the country we should have so many more of them 
than arc needed, or pay them beyond any reason- 

able ratio, when compared with the compensation 
they receive for services in civil life. 
Mr. RICE. Would my friend wish to have the 
pay of chaplains appointed in hospitals reduced, 
| 





for the services they have already performed ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir; not at all. 

Mr. RICE. Then we agree exactly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would grade their pa 
for services already performed precisely accord- 
ing to what they ought to receive for services here- 
We are bound to them by no obligation. 


after. 
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The President entered into no obligation to them 
that | am aware of. 

Mr. RICE. The President gave them each an 
appointment. It is true, it depended on the fu- 
ture action of Congress to ratify it, in the same 
manner as his efi! for seventy-five thousand men 
and various other acts were dependent on the rati- 
fication of Congress. All Union men unanimously 
agreed to sustain him in those acts, and I think 
we should sustain him in this, up to the time we 
acton the subject. As to the future, we can make 
any reduction of pay and any reduction of num- 
bers that may be deemed necessary. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. IL think, according tomy 


recollection, the President made it dependent en- | 


tirely on the action of Congress. He could not 


do otherwise, because he had no sort of authority | 
I have so much respect | 


one way or the other. 
for the clergy, 80 much for the cloth, as it is called, 
that 1 do not suppose one of these men would be 
willing to take out of the Treasury one dollar 
more then he ought reasonably to receive for his 
services on the strength of any promise or inti- 
mation whatever. ‘They have too much con- 
science for that, and are willing unquestionably 
to submit to what is right. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
remembered that when the President called for 
volunteers early last year, in the plan of organi- 
zation submitted at that time it was provided that 
regimental chaplains should have the pay and rank 
of captains of cavalry, and when Congress assem- 
bled, in reporting the bill for the organization of 
the volunteers, we acted according to that plan 
and that pledge of the Government. The Senator 


from Minnesota [Mr. Rice} moved a reduction of | 


that compensation. It was sustained by a vote of 
the Senate, but under the pledge given to these 
chaplains of volunteer regiments the Senate recon- 
sidered that vote, and the bill, as finally passed by 
Congress, gave to the chaplains of volunteer reg- 
ments the pay of a captain of cavalry. That is 
the law of the land to-day. We have, it is said, 
seven hundred and forty regiments. 
lieve we have so many. I have never seen any 
evidence that we have six hundred regiments in 
the field.. Ido not believe that there are under the 
flag of the Union in the volunteer forces of the 
country more than five hundred thousand men. 

‘Mr. GRIMES. How many regiments? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I do not 
think there are more than from five hundred and 
fifty to six hundred regiments. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 will ask the Senator if that 
is the report from the Paymaster General? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
stand the Paymaster General says there are about 
seven hundred and twenty regiments. We have 
called on the Department for a list of those regi- 
ments, aud they returned ys but little more than 
five hundred. I think there is some mistake on 
this subject. I think there are not six hundred 
regiments organized, and that there are not over 
five hundred thousand men. We are not paying 
more than five hundred thousand men to-day. ] 
will say further, that | have never yet seen any 
evidence thatled me to suppose the army of the so- 
called confederate States ever exceeded two hun- 
dred thousand nen; and it does not now amount 
to one hundred and eighty thousand. These forces 
have been over-estimated altogether. 

Now, sir, we have one chaplain for every vol- 
unteer regiment. There may be a few regiments, 
perhaps, without a chaplain. 
these chaplains are men of capacity and of charac- 
ter, men who are faithfully performing the duties 
that belong to them as chaplains of volunteer regi- 
ments. Some of them are unworthy, worthless, 
a disgrace to their profession, and receive, as they 
ought to receive, the scorn, derision, and con- 
tempt of officers and soldiers; but I believe the 
great mass of them are doing their duty with fidel- 
ity; that they comprehend their duties and are 
performing them. 

I think this may be said also of the great mass 
of the officers of the volunteers. I know that it 
is fashionable to sneer at and deride those officers. 
We are told that they throng this city, and fill up 
every avenue of dissipation. Sir, there are more 
than eight thousand officers connected with the 
army of the Potomac, and how few of them do we 
ever see hanging around this city. The great 
mass of those oflicers are with their men, faith- 
fully performing their duty. 


1 do not be- 


1 under- | 


I believe most of 





It will be | 
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The Senator from Maine, if I understand him, | 
does not oppose the appointment of chaplains for 
these hospitals. ‘There can be but few of them at 
any rate; only one to each permanent hospital. | 
Everybody admits that we need chaplains in those 
hospitals. ‘The President, without law, governed 
by the necessities of the occasion—the wants of | 


for those hospitals, for whom, I think, the com- 
pensation proposed by this bill would be ample; 
others think otherwise. I am willing to fix it at | 
a reasonable rate; and as we have proposed in 

this bill to cut off certain emoluments of officers, I | 
would be willing to fix the compensation of these 
chaplains, say at $1,200 a year, $100 a month; 
and I would be willing to reduce the compensation 
of regimental chaplains from $1,800 or $1,900 to 
$1,200. I think that would be a full and ample | 
compensation. I am willing, therefore, to make 
an amendment to this section so as to provide that 
the chaplains eppplened ter these hospitals shall 
receive a compensation of $1,200 a year; that is, 
$100 a month, and have no emoluments and no 
favors of any kind. That would bea salary that 
everybody would understand, and I think it would | 
be sufficient. 


| so as to reduce the compensation of chaplains in | 
|| the field, who are receiving double the compensa- | 








tion they could average when they were at home. | 

Mr. CLARK. I desire to ask the Senator from | 
Massachusetts a question, if he will allow me. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. CLARK, I wish to ask him if he can tell 
the Senate what number of chaplains we are pay- 
ing. The point is to know what we pay. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. t cshinat 
tell what number we are paying. There can be 
in the volunteer force but one chaplain to a regi- 
ment under any circumstances, and I think some | 
regiments are without a chaplain. 

7 suppose the Senator would like to know the 
number appointed in the hospitals. I called on | 
the President a day or two ago in regard to this | 
matter, and in the course of conversation I was 
told by him that he had made very few appoint- 
ments. 

Mr. RICE. Seven oreight; not exceeding nine. | 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I under- 
stood that they would not exceed a dozen in the 
whole country. These persons have been acting 
for several months without any law for their ap- 
pointment; and the President said he had calls for 
the appointihent of quite a number of them in 
various parts of the country where they were | 
needed. The passage of this bill may lead to the | 
appointment possibly of some forty or fifty hos- | 
pital chaplains in the whole country; it will not 
exceed that number. 

Mr. CLARK. I understand that there can be 
but one toaregiment. It seems, however, that 
nobody knows whether there are fivé or six hun- 
dred regiments. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Wecannot 
tell. 
Mr.CLARK. [call the attention of the Senate 


to the fact that there is not a man here who can 

tell the number of regiments within a hundred; 

and there is not a man here who can tell what 

they are.paid; some say $1,800, some $1,900, 

some $2,600, and some $2,700. We sit here as 

grave Senators to legislate on a subject that we 
now so much about! 

Mr. RICE. We can tell all about it. 

Mr. CLARK. I wish the Senator would tell 
all about it. How many chaplains have we? 

Mr. RICE. Not to exceed one for each regi- 
ment. 

Mr. CLARK. I understand that; but how 
many regiments have we? 

Mr. RICE. I would prefer that the honorable 
Senator should address that inquiry"to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army. 

Mr. CLARK. Or the Secretary of War? 

.Mr. RICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CLARK. I do not see that I have any 
more information about it than I had before. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We have 
called on the Secretary of War to furnish us with 
a list, and he has sent returns here making little 
more than five hundred regiments in all. We are 
told that the Paymaster General says there are 


something like seven hundred and twenty. I sup- 
pose he includes skeleton organizations, scattered 
about the country, of which there are perhaps one 


et A 


I am willing also toamend the bill || 


l 


| 
| 


_ regiments have not. 


|| sumption is, therefore, that a chaplain is neye 
|| appointed to a regiment until it is full, the officers 


_ vails in the country with regar 
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hundred or one hundred and fifty that 
made up, and never will be. cere te 
Mr.CLARK. Doesaskeleton haveac 


haplai 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I thi aplain? 


nk those 
|. I will say to the Senate, jn 
regard to the appointment of chaplains, that the 


' | of | law requires that the company officers of the reei- 
sick and dying men—appointed a few chaplains | i 


ment shall assemble and electachaplain. The pre- 
r 


commissioned, and the regiment fully organized: 
and I think thatis the general practice. Ido not 
know who is to blame for the a that pre- 

to the number of 
regiments. We do not know the number; the 
War Office does not know; the President does not 


_ know, and I do not know anybody who can tel] 


us. We have called for the information. I have 
investigated the matter, and my owf opinion js 
that we have between five hundred and fifty and 


| five hundred and eighty regiments, and that we 
|| have a force of about five hundred and twenty 
| thousand men in the whole country. The loose 


manner in which the volunteer forces have been 
called into the field, is to a great extent owing to 
the fact that the President of the United States 
gave authority to gentlemen who came here to 


| raise regiments, that the Secretary of War gave 


| 
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authority, and whether*he commanding génerals 
gave authority or not [ do not know. 

Mr. DAVIS. They did. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I am told 
they did do so; but l know thata clerk in the War 
Office, without the knowledge of the Secretary of 
War—a man who now fills a foreign position, but 
has not yet been confirmed by the Senate—gave 
authority to raise regiments, and transacted other 
business in the name of the Secretary of War, in 
violation of his duties as a clerk in that office. 

Mr. HOWARD. Who was that? 

Mr. FOSTER. One Mr. Lesley. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Congress 
committed-a grave mistake last session; we com- 
mitted it through potent influences. I mean offi- 
cial influence—the influence of gentlemen who 
administered the Government at the other end of 
the avenue. We made the mistake that we left 
something to discretion, instead of confining the 
call for troops to law, or to proclamation, fixing 
everything properly. By not doing so, we have 
had a loose way of calling out regiments, and I 
have no doubt that it has added much to the mili- 
tary expense of the country, and has been the 
prolific cause of this ignorance in regard to the 
number of our regiments. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to interrupt 
my friend just there. The law that he says was 
so loose, although framed by himself, expressly 
limits the number of regiments of cavalry and ar- 
tillery to one tenth; and I have here a table show- 
ing the organization of the Army, which provides 
for thirty-five regiments of cavalry, thirty-five 
regiments of artillery, and four hundred and thirty 
regiments of infantry. The law was right; it 
limited the number of regiments in each branch of 
the service; but they exceeded the law, and dis- 
obeyed it. It is not for the want of law; the law 
itself was well enough. 

Mr. NESMITH. When the proposition to 
employ chaplains in the Army was before the Sen- 
ate last summer, | was opposed to it; I thought 
it was creating unnecessary expense. The other 
day, when this bill was up, I submitted an amend- 
ment, to be called up subsequently, to insert at 
the end of the eleventh section these words: 

That hereafter there shall be but one chaplain to each 
brigade. 

I know that amendment is not properly before 
the Senate at the present time; but it seems to me 
somewhat connected with the question now pend- 
ing. Ihave no objection to the employment of 
chaplains for the hospitals, as contemplated b 
the amendment now under consideration. I thin 
that is very proper; but after that amendment 
shall be adopted, I hope the Senate will adopt the 
amendment submitted by me when the bill was 
last under consideration, or one similar to it. 
offered it from no unkind feeling towards the 
clergy, or the influence they might exert in the 
Army, but merely as a financial measure to save 
the money of the country, which is being squan- 
dered at such an extravagant rate. I have made 
some computations on the subject. The pay ofa 
chaplain, under the bill which we passed at the 
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jast session, amounts to $1,758 a year; that is the 
yay and allowances proper, to say nothing about 
bis transportation or other expenses which are 
occasionally paid by the Government. Including 
allexpenses, I think it may be safely set down that 
thechaplainscost the Governmentabout two thou- 
sand dollars each; but [ have computed it at $1,758. 
Then suppose there are six hundred regiments, 
with a chaplain to each regiment. | I apprehend 
that there 1s a chaplain to each regiment, though 
the chairman of = Committee on Military Af- 
fairs says the presumption is, that no chaplain is | 
appointed until the regiment is filled. I think that 
isa violent presumption. I notice that most of 
the officers get their commissions and their pa 
in advance of the regular ns the regi- 
ment. On the computation I have made of $1,758 
a year, the pay of a captain of cavalry, with six 
hundred chaplains, one to each regiment, which, 
I think, is a reasonable computation, the whole | 
amount we are now paying to chaplains in the 
Army, is $1,054,800 in the aggregate. This isa 
very large sum. I apprehend that no army in the 
world ever employed such a vast number of chap- | 
lains; and I do not think this Government can | 
afford to do so at this time, considering the strait- 
ened financial condition of the country. 

The proposition submitted by me provides that 
there shall hereafter be but one chaplain to each 
brigade. Suppose there are one Saiied and | 
twenty-five brigades—and I apprehend that is | 
about as many as will be organized—the pay of 
the chaplains would amount to $219,750 per an- | 
num in the aggregate. There would be a saving | 
to the Government, under my amendment, of | 


|| various ideas have heen expressed. 


|| year, $100 a month, which is good and ample 
| compensation. 





$835,050; and upon the presumption that there 
would be extra expenses incurred in the way of 
traveling expenses, I think you may safely set it | 
down that, by the adoption of my amendment, 
the Government will save $1,000,000 per annum. 

Now, sir, without any desire or intention to 
detract from the services of these gentlemen, I do 
not think so great a number of them is absolutely | 
necessary. | know of some instances where they 
are of no service at all. I know other instances 
where Protestant chaplains have been appointed 
to regiments consisting almost entirely of Catho- | 
lics. The prejudices which are engendered by | 


animosities growing out of differences of religious || 





creeds are such that one denomination will not pay 
attention to the other, and will not go to heara 
minister of the other preach. A gentleman re- 
cently called upon me, who is now a chaplain in 
one of the volunteer regiments, a Protestant, and 
he stated to me that nearly the entire regiment 
were Catholics, and that it detracted very much 
from his influence over them; that they would not 
listen to. or pay attention to him. They desired 
a Cacholic chaplaim in the regiment, and [ think 
they should properly have had one. I have no 
peeganenes myself on the subject of religton; but 

think the better plan would be to adopt my amend- 
ment, dispense with this vast number of chaplains, 
and give one to each brigade, and thereby save in 


—— 





the aggregate $1,000,000 per annum. 

Mr. RICE. I have modified my amendment 
to correspond with the appointment the President 
gave to the hospital chaplains, and I propose to 
add to the tenth section these words: 

The appointments of chaplains to the Army hospitals 
heretofore made by the President of the United States are 
hereby approved; and the chaplains so appointed shall be 


compensated for their services in the same manneras chap- 
lains in the Army. 


Mr. HARLAN. Itseems to me that the amend- 
mentas proposed is indefinite. ‘‘ Shall receive the 
same compensation as chaplains in the Army.” 
I understand that the volunteer chaplains receive 
more than those connected with the regular Army. 
I think the better plan would be to fix the amount 
they are to receive definitely; say that ‘* hospital 
chaplains shall receive compensation at the rate 
of $1,000 per pot. more or less, as in the judg- 
ment of the Senate will command the services 
which they need. I have no doubt that if the 
Senate will amend this tenth section so as to read, 
““who shall receive compensation at the rate of 
$1,000 per annum,” it will meet the approval of 
the religious organizations in the country from 
one end of it to the other. 

Mr. RICE. My amendment only relates to the | 
past; itis not in regard to the future. I merely | 
Wish to have the appointments made by the Pres- | 





ident carried out. I think it is due to him. It | Mr.SHERMAN. 


involves but a very small amount. There are 
only some seven or eight hospital chaplains that 
he has appointed, and I think the promise he || 
made at the time should be indorsed. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We have 
had considerable discussion about this matter, and 
I think the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Min- 
nesota, sanctioning what the President has done, 
is very well, and it ought to be in the section. I || 
think the proposition made by the Senator from 
Oregon to have one chaplain for a brigade will not 
work well. We have now one chaplain for each 
regiment. Some of the regiments are composed 
mainly and chiefly of Irish, of Roman Catholics, | 
and they have their priest with them. It may 
be that if we were to have but one chaplain for a | 
brigade, they would not have what they desire, 
and what | think they ought to have in this re- 
spect. I believe it is better as it is, that there 
shoal be achaplain for every one thousand men, 
every regiment. If this costs too much, reduce 
the compensation, bring it down from $1,758 or | 
$1,800 or $1,900—if that is the sum—to $1,200 a i 


i] 


| 
| 





| 


I think we had better pass the || 
provision in that form, authorize the President to || 
appoint chaplains in permanent hospitals, give || 
our sanction to what he has already done in that | 
respect, and then provide that the chaplains in the | 
volunteer force shall receive a compensation of || 
$1,200. That will be a great saving to the Gov- || 
ernment, and will keep the chaplains who are now || 
with their regiments withthem. If they are good | 
and faithful men, they are doing good beyond 
human calculation; if they are the poor creatures 
some of them are, they are doing no good to any- | 
body. I think the good and faithful men will feel || 
that, in the present condition of the country, a | 
salary of $100 a month is ample compensation. || 

Mr. RICE. Let me suggest to the chairman | 
of the Military Committee that there are already || 
two bills before the Senate in regard to the pay of || 
chaplains, one from the committee and one from 
the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman.] It seems 
to me appropriate now only to legislate in regard 
to those who have been appointed by the Presi- 
dent for the hospitals, and when the other bills 
come up we can regulate the pay. We should | 
now, I think, confine ourselves to the ratification | 
of what has been done in providing chaplains for 
the hospitals, and action on the amendment of | 
the Senator from Oregon as to the number. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Very well; | 
let us have a vote. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The original amendment 
is that the hospital chaplains shall receive the pay 
of regimental chaplains in the volunteer forces, as 
I understand. Up to the present time, by the | 
amendment of the Senator from Minnesota, they | 
will receive a less amount. 

Mr. RICE. They will receive the same amount 
promised by the President. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. According to the Sen- | 
ator’s amendment, they will receive, up to this | 
time, the pay of Army chaplains in the regular 
service; but hereafter, under the amendment of 
the Senator from Connecticut, they will receive 
the pay of regimental chaplains of volunteers—a 








; a 


__ 


I understood him to accept 
the amendment of the Senator from Minnesota. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
states that the amendment of the Senator from 
Connecticut was adopted. x 

Mr.SHERMAN. Then I move to reconsider 
the vote by which that amendment was agreed to. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Foster to strike out in the tenth section the word 
**post,’’ before the word ‘‘chaplains,”’and to strike 
out ‘*regular,”’ and insert ** volunteer’’ before 
** service.” 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question comes up on 
the simple proposition whether we shall pay chap- 
lains in the regimental hospitals $1,800 a year, 
with indefinite allowances for fuel and quarters, 
or pay them $1,100, or some other fixed sum. 1 
think that proposition ought to be kept by itself 
simply, and I hens we may have a vote. 

Mr. FOSTER. I am not strenuous at all as 
—— the amount that shall be paid; but I think 

iscrimination against men who render the most 
laborious and most meritorious service is unjust. 
If $1,800 a year is too much for the chaplains, 
reduce it; but do not pay the chaplains in the vol- 
unteer service $1,800, and then pay those who 





|| perform this self-denying, laborious, meritorious, 


and, I will add, dangerous service, but $1,100. It 
is unjust, unfair. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator from Con- 
necticut desires to put them all on the same foot- 
ing, let him in a few words say, ** and regimental 
chaplains shall receive the pay ofa post ehaplain.”” 
In that way he will accomplish what I desire, and 
what he says he is willing to agree to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [ should like to know 
whether there is any distinction between a post 
chaplain in the Army and any other chaplain. 
As itstands there, hospital chaplains are to receive 
up to the present time the pay of post chaplains 
in the Army. What is the distinction between 
the pay of post chaplains and other chaplains in 
the Army? 

Mr. FOSTER and others. None. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no such thing as 
chaplain in the Army, but there is a post chap- 
lain. . 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I only wanted to know 
what was the difference. 

The amendment of Mr. Foster was rejected. 


Mr. HARLAN. I now move to modify the 
tenth section, so as to read, ** who shall receive 
compensation at the rate of $1,000 per annum.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What words does 
| the Senator propose to strike out? 

Mr. HARLAN. I move to strike out in line 
three, the words ** the’’ and *‘ same,’’ and in line 
four, all after ** compensation,’’ and t@ insert ** at 
the rate of $1,000 per annum;”’ so as to make the 
section read: 

That in each of the permanent hospitals where the Pres- 
ident may deem it necessary, he may appuint a chaplain 


who shall receive compensation at the rate of $1,000 per 
annum. 


Mr. CLARK. It seems to be agreed that the 
amount we pay the chaplains of the volunteer 
forces is much too large. I want to suggest to the 
Senator from Iowa if it will not be better to let the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Min- 





good deal more. It ought to be made either one 
thing or the other. 
Thé amendment of Mr. Rice was agreed to. 
Mr. HARLAN. I now move to modify the | 


text of the tenth section so as to provide that the || 


hospital chaplains shall receive compefsation at 
the rate of $1,000 a year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If I understand the ques- 
tion, the amendment of the Senator from Connec- 
ticut has not yet been voted upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 
Connecticut was understood to withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER. I did not withdraw it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary in- 
forms the Chairthatthatamendment wasagreed to. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have been watching it 
very closely, and I am sure no vote has been | 
taken on the amendment of the Senator from Con- | 
necticut. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression of | 
the Chair was that he withdrew it, to allow the 
Senator from Minnesota to offer his 





nesota pass, so that the hospital chaplains shall 
have the pay of Army chaplains, and then bring 
regimental chaplains to the same standard, and 
| then we shall have only one compensation for the 
| whole. I understand that by the amendment of 
| the Senator from Minnesota they will get a little 
| more than the Senator from Iowa proposes, a little 
more than a $1,000 a year, and certainly he will 
not object to that. 

Mr. HARLAN. I will say to the Senator from 
New Hampshire that in conversation with chap- 
lains of the Army, I Jearn that they would much 
prefer to have their compensation fixed by the 
month or year. Now it depends somewhat on 
the disposition of the paymaster how much they 
receive, under the law as it stands. — are not 
skilled in these estimates, and they would prefer 
to receive a fixed salary, so much money per 

month or year. If in the opinion of the Senate 
| $1,000 a year is not sufficient, I do not object to 
| $1,200; but it is due to them, I think, that the 
amount should be fixed. 
Mr. CLARK. I have no doubt it would be 











———. 
— 
‘ 


1082 


better that the sum should be fixed, so that we 
and everybody should know what itis. 
sire was to bring them all to one standard; and if 
the Senate wants to bring the pay of post chap- 
lains of the Army to $1,000 or $1,200, to agree to 
it. I want thetn all put on the same basis, and I 
should be glad to have that basis fixed and known, 
made certain and definite. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetis. I suggest 
that the best way to settle this matter is to stand 
by the section as reported, striking out the word 
** post’? before ** chaplain,’ add the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Minnesota, with- 
out saying anything about compensation, and 
then add to the section these words: 

And that from and after the passage of this act the com- 


pensation of regimental and hospital chaplains of volun- 
teers shall be $1,200 per annum. 


Mr. COLLAMER, Mr. CLARK, and others. 
Put in the Army. Put them all on the same 
footing. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
to thet, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from lowa withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. HARLAN. In my opinion, the chaplains 
whe go into the field with the regiments that are 
in actual service ought to receive more compen- 
sation than those who live at home; and I know 
this ts the opinion of the chaplains themselves. 
The hospital chaplains will, in nine cases out of 


I will agree 


My de- 4 


ten—perhaps the whole of them—reside in their | 
ewn houses. Atevery place wherea hospital may | 
be located, there will probably be ten or twenty || 


ministers of different denominations, any one of 


whom will accept the position and serve as chap- | 


lain to the hospital, and live athome. It seems 


to me the compensation need not be so large for | 


them, as for those who leave their homes and as- 
sociations and go into the field. 1 prefer, there- 
fore, that the question be taken separately, and 
that we fix the compensation for chaplains of hos- 
pitals first, and then the compensation of chap- 
lains of regiments in the field. 

Mr. FOSTER. The Senator from lowa is en- 
tirely mistaken in supposing that the chaplains 
of hospitals are of opinion that they ought to re- 
ceive less than chaplains in the field. The chap- 


lains in the field may think they ought to receive | 


more; but I have the testimony of several chap- 
lauins who have served in the field and in the hos- 
pital,and they say they would rather go into the 
field and perform all the service that is required 
of them there, than to perform the service required 
of them in the hospitals, at the same rates. They 
deem hospital service more laborious, more ex- 
hausting, and vastly more entitled to higher com- 
pensation; and every man who looks at it I think 
will come to the same result, if the service is per- 
formed. lagree with the Senator from lowa, 
that if it is understood that the service in the hos- 
pital is to be performed by some clergyman re- 
siding in the town, who performs his usual duties 
to his parish, and at his leisure moments walks 
through the hospital, and occasionally makes a 
prayer in the building when it is convenient, such 
a man certainly can perform that service, receiv- 
ing his regular salary, at less sacrifice to himself 
than if he were called into the field to, perform ser- 
vice as a regimental chaplain. But my idea is to 
appoint no such man, but to appoint a man who 
will devote himself to the service; and if he does 
that, he earns his money much more than a regi- 
mental chaplain does in the field. 

Mr. HARLAN. I discover that the Senator 
from Connecticut and myself differ in opinion 
merely on that subject. I will make a statement, 
however, without any fear of contradiction, from 
ministers of religion, that if you appoint no chap- 
lains to these hospitals, the wounded and sick sol- 
diers will be cared for by them voluntarily. They 
will make an arrangement among themselves in all 
the towns and cities where hospitals are erected, 
and, by regular rotation, will administer to their 
spiritual wants, There is no opportunity, when 
a regiment is in the field, to make any such ar- 
rangement. With the observations that | have 
had and the conversations I have had with min- 
isters of the various denominations, aud those of 
the very highest position, | know that the amount 
I nan.e will be satisfactory. If it were submitted 
to any religious organization, or organization of 
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decide that $1,000 a year was enough. There will | 


be a multitude of applicants for these positions at 
thatcompensation. If, in the opinion of Congress, 
the pay of chaplains in the field should be reduced 


as low as this, 1 shall not object to the reduction; | 


but, in my judgment, they ought to receive more 


| compensation than those who live at home. I will 


adhere, consequently, to the proposition I have 


| made, and ask a vote of the Senate. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I believe that a very gen- 


erally prevailing notion amongst the regimental | 


chaplains is that they came out under a contract. 
They came into the service under an assurance 
of the pay of acaptain of cavalry. They are will- 
ing to be reduced in company with other officers 
of the Army in their pay, but not to be made them- 
selves an exception. If you reduce the pay ofa 
captain of cavalry, they expect to abide by that 


reduction; but | believe it is their feeling pretty | 
generally that itis rather invidious to select them, | 
to reduce them by themselves, when other officers | 


of the Army are not reduced pro rata, nor is that 
which was given as the standard of their pay itself 
reduced, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The dis- 
tinction is this: —The volunteer force is called into 


the field with the same compensation as the Army | 


officers; a volunteer captain of cavalry comes here 
and has the same pay as a regular officer; the 
chaplain of a regiment comes here, but instead of 
having the pay of a chaplain of the Army, he has 
the pay ofa captain of cavalry. It was fixed at 
too high a standard at the time; it was wrong to 
do it; and I think in the present state of the Treas- 
ury we owe it to the country to make the change 


and put them on the same footing with chaplains | 


ofthe Army. We really propose here to give them 
a little more. 
The question being taken on Mr. Harvan’s 


| amendment, there were, on a division—ayes 16, 


| stands their condition and their wants. 


noes 15; no quorum noting. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, and others, 
called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 
23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Dixon, Grimes, 
Harlan, Harris, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Latham, Nes- 
mith, Pomeroy, Sherman, Trumbull, and Wilmot—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Clark, Collamer, 
Cowan, Davis, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Henderson, How- 
ard, Howe, Morrill, Powell, Rice, Stark, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, Wade, Willey, Wilson of Massachusetts, Wilson of 
Missouri, and Wright—23. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. RICE. I have an amendment to propose, 
to come in as a new section 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s 
amendment is not now in order. The next amend- 
ment in order is one which has been submitted 
by the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. Nesmiru,] to 
insert, at the end of the eleventh section: 

And that hereafter there shall be but ove chaplain in each 
brigade. 

Mr. CLARK. It does not strike me that that 
amendment is wise, or will operate well. I think 
if Senators will consider, they will see that every 
chaplain of a regiment has more persons to look 
after than almost any man who has the care of a 
parish or of a small society. I think that the 
societies in my State will not average so large a 
number of persons as a regiment for which the 
minister has to care; and if he is a good man, he 
finds abundance to do for all his time; and if he is 
nota good man, he will not attend to his duties, 
whether he is the chaplain of a regiment or of.a 
brigade. 

Then @here is another consideration. Your 
chaplain goes with the regiment; the men are made 
up and taken from his neighborhood; he under- 
If you 
now make them into brigades, you will have one 
regiment from one State, and another fromanother 
State, and you will have persons appointed chap- 
lains to brigades who are entire strangers to the 
soldiers, who will not know their wants as they 





| do now. 


Then, again, by the adoption of this amend- 


ment, you will have todischarge a certain portion 


| of these chaplains. 


Which of them shall be dis- 
charged, and how shall they be discharged? It 


| seems to me that as we have begun with a chap- 


lain to a regiment, we had better so continue until 
the war is ended, and the volunteer force dis- 


ministers in this country anywhere, they would || banded. I think a good chaplain is the most ef- 
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fective man in the regiment, and I can now point 
to men who are doing more good as chaplains 
than almost any men in the regiment. Though 
they do not fight, they do a great deal towards 
keeping the regiment ready to fight; they are with 








|) the sick, they are with the suffering, they do a 


| great deal to keep your Army such as it ought to 


be. In my judgment, you had better not takp 
away: from the regiment the man to whom the go]- 
dier goes in his time Of suffering, or when he 
needs advice. You had better Jet him be with the 
men, and let the men be close to him, and about 
him, and let them see him every day, and every 
hour of the day, and let them come to him readj| 

and ask his advice, and let him be a friend to 
them, anda close friend, and about them all the 
time. It seems to me that it is not wise to take 
the chaplains away from the regiments, and send 
them home, or provide a differenLorganization, 

The amendment was rejected. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 


of the Senator from Minnesota is now in order. 


Mr. RICE. I offer the following amendment, 
as an additional section: 
ind be it further enacted, That hereafter all chaplains, 


whether in the regular or volunteer service or hospitals 
shall receive $1,200 per annum. F 


Mr. HARLAN. Lask for the yeas and nayson 
that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOWE. I want to ask the mover of the 
amendment whether, if it be adopted, the chap- 
lains will be entitled to their pay monthly or quar- 


| terly? 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The rule in 
the Army is to payevery two months. The chap- 


| lains are paid regularly with the others every two 


months. 
Mr. HOWE. All other persons in the service 


have a ene prescribed. This is a pay 


per annum. Idi 
a difference. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Say $100a 
month. 

Mr. HOWE. It seems to me that would be the 
better form in which to put the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Minnesota accept that modification? 

Mr. RICE. Certainly; let it read ‘* $100 per 
month.”’ 

Mr. HARLAN. This is a proposition to re- 
duce the pay of regimental chaplains more than 


not know but that might make 


| fifty per cent. perannum. Then, if the bill should 





| frontier. 


pass witlr the ninth section included, it will reduce 
their pay in addition ten per cent. from the $1,200 
as now proposed, which will reduce the compen- 
sation of volunteer chaplains below that of post 
chaplains. I am not sure that I understand this 
system of appointing chaplains to the Army; but 
if I understand it, there are no chaplains to the 
regular regiments cf the Army. There are post 
chaplains; that is, chaplains appointed to serve 
for troops that may be stationed at posts on the 
I have learned from the Adjutant Gen- 
eral that they never appoint a post chaplain for 
regular troops that are quartered near a city or a 
town where the troops can attend the services of 


| their denominations at the various churches, and 


that these post chaplains consequently have quar- 
ters furnished them; and hence, under the com- 
ensation, as the law now stands, the post chap- 
am do receive, as I have been informed by them 
and by Army officers, compensation to the amount 
of about one hundred and twenty-five dollars a 
month. They live in their quarters at their posts, 
not exposed to danger to any very great extent. 
This amendment proposes to give to the chaplain 
of a volunteer regiment who follows the troops in 
the field, twenty-five per cent. less compensation 
than a post chaplain receives. In my judgment, 
this is wrong. 
Mr. BROWNING. I think I shall vote against 
the amendment. I do not think the pay is suffi- 
cient. If good men are appointed chaplains in the 
Army, I do really believe that they render more 
valuable service to the country for the amount of 
money they receive than any men in the service. 
If bad men are appointed, of course they do us 
evil instead of good. I do not doubt that there 
are some unworthy men acting as chaplains. It 
would be summits if there were not. It is so 
in every department of life, and always will be 
until the millennium comes. Asa general thing, I 
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int have no doubt they are good men—men qualified || for service, labor, or materials, and for subsistence, cloth- | The joint resolution was read. It authorizes the 
~ for their positions, and men who earnestly dis- || V6; (laporaton, arms, tupplies, and the purchase, hire, |) Secretary of the Interior to pay out of the balance 
gh charge the duties of their positions; and if they do || 0 JOHN SHERMAN, || of appropriation for wagon roads under his con- 
ds so we get more in value received for the amount || DANIEL CLARK, || trol $8,199 99, that being the amount reported by 
ith of money we pay them than we do from the same | MILTON 8S. LATHAM, || him under the second section of the Army appro- 
som amount of money paid to any other class of men ee ato || priation bill, approved March 2, 1861, to be due 
” in the service. i know that a man who has a fam¢ JAMES F. WILSON, | to William H. Noble, late superintendent of the 
- ily to support—and preachers generally, as well Managers on the part of the House. Fort Ridgeley and South Pass wagon road. 
“a as other men, have—cannot possibly upon $1,200 The report was concurred in. Mr. OLIN. I ask the attention of the House 
” a year, living away from his family in the field, ene Se Be . os for a single moment to this joint resolution, unan- 
he provide for his own necessities—and he has many | MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. imously passed by the Senate, and now reported 
mat of them to provide for—and out of that compen- | A message from the House of Representatives, || for the consideration of the House. A brief state- 
+4 sation support his family besides. I think we had || by Mr. Ernerinee, its Clerk, announced that the || ment of the facts connected with it will enable the 
” better leave the compensation as it was fixed at | House had passed the resolution of the Senate || House to act understandingly upon it, and will 
he the last session. eet ; || (No. 45) for the relief of William H. Nobles. __ || show, I think, why they should act at this time. 
: Mr. RICE. I am not pertinacious in regardto || The message further announced that the House || In 1856, by act of Congress, $50,000 was appro- 
4d the amount of pay; but I wish to have it equal | had passed a bill (No. 326) to fulfill treaty stipu- || priated for the construction of what was known as 
? among the chaplains of the regular Army and of || lations with Hanover; in which the concurrence the Fort Ridgele and South Pass wagon road; and 
' the volunteers. I wish them to receive the same | of the Senate was requested. William H. Noble was appointed by the Admin- 
. i A » re of- || istration the superintendent of that work. This 
pay each, all alike, The amendnient I have of. IN ED BILLS SIG} is . 
nt fered slightly increases the pay of chaplains of. RERGLLED SELLS SIRES is one of the works, and one of the few public 
the regular service, and diminishes that of the || (The message furtherannounced thatthe Speaker || works, that had been ordered to be constructed 
Mt, volunteer chaplains; makes it the same sum || of the House had signed the following enrolled || near the northern frontier, to facilitate communi- 
throughout. Whether they are in the regular || resolutions; which thereupon received the signa- || cation with the Pacific coast. Floyd was then 
ns, service or the volunteers, or in the hospitals, the || ture of the Vice President. Secretary of War, and that Department had charge 
ls, pay is the same by this amendment. If it is || _ A joint resolution (S. No. 46) declaratory of the || of the work. Mr. Noble, having been appointed 
- deemed too low, the Senate can raise it; but I || intent and meaning of a certain act therein named; superintendent, entered upon the discharge of his 
on wish no discrimination to be made. jand ; ae ; duty; and it is sufficient to say that every possi- 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, A joint resolution (H. R. No. 37) in relation to || ble embarrassment was thrown in the way of the 
resulted—yeas 3], nays 10; as follows: || certain railroads in the State of Missouri. superintendent to prevent the construction of the 
he YEAS—Mesers. Carlile, Chandler, Clark, Cowan, Davis, HOUSE BILL REFERRED. road. What were the motives that induced the 
p- Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, Harris, Henderson, | ; r ; | Secretary of War so to act in that matter, his sub- 
u's Seam, pews, Jeohsson, Bennet, Lane of Indians, he i] cone _— he House - rember ag || sequent history probably has convinced the peo- 
lam, Pearce, Pomeroy, Powell, Rice, Sherman, Stark, || 0. 326) to fulfill treaty stipulations wit an- . " . : furnishi 
. Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilmot, Wilson of || a _— read twice b Tian tle and referred to | ple of the country. Instead of furnishing the 
in Massachusetts, Wilson of Missouri, and Wright—31. en way se ’ funds th®’ were appropriated by the Government 
p- NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Collamer, Foot, | the Committee on Foreign Relations. for the construction of the road, he was, without 
vo a Harlan, McDougall, Nesmith, ven Eyck, and Wil- EXECUTIVE SESSION. wri CaS to proceed bs the wee, wed be 
; : ‘ purchased a large amount of supplies upon his 
ce So the amendment was agreed to. | On motion of Mr. McDOUGALL, the Senate a credit. He prosecuted io aah for une 
uy Mr. GRIMES. I move to insert immediately || Eroseated a the sopmeneneen e pases age ae time, until he was finally superseded without any 
ke after the one ee ae adopted these words en aa ‘d S ad the Ben a a _ aa? OOFS || adjustment of his accounts tor salary or hisclaims 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatisnotin order. || were reopened, and the Senate adjourned, for money. He was left in that condition, and 
da a has aw ane = = ee was prosecuted by the Government. 
and it cannot now be amended. n amendment | > OF PEPRPECENT . By act of March 2, 1861. the Secretary of the 
he to it will be in order when the bill shall have been | ear ~ oe pence dy agy hessties was authorized to examine and adjust his 
reported to the Senate, saints dei ables arice tae claims against the Government, and to report to 
or Mr. GRIMES. I merely want to propose that The House met-at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || Congress thereon the amount found to be actually 
when the chaplains shall be actually in the field || by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H.Srocxron. | due him. 
er they shall be entitled to one ration per day; and TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. The amount claimed by him reached the sum 
peenens the oo will ie ie aad that with- | APPOINTMENTS ON COMMITTEES. of $15,000, including his salary and the expenses 
e- out objection, ey may be placed where it may | ieee incurred by him. The Secretary of the Interior 
in be impossible for them to procure subsistence for || The SPEAKER made the following appoint- || .aused the proper examination to be made, and 
ld themselves; and I propose to give them one ration || ments to fill vacancies on committees: have his report before me. He seems to have ex- 
ce per day when they.are in the field. It willamount mae ae erent FessENDEN; iD || amined the matter with great care, and, in pursu- 
00 to $116 80 a year. j) Se. pence oF. ie. Uiptan. : ance of the act of March last, has reported the 
n- The VICE PRESIDENT. These words may || On the Pacific Railroad—Mr. Hatz, in the place || sum named in the joint resolution as Bee him. 
st be inserted by the unanimous consent of the || of Mr. Cox. ' The Senate,as I have stated, has passed a joint 
is Senate. |p On the Militia—Mr. Price, in the place of Mr. |! resolution appropriating the amount so audited. 
ut Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I do not || Dunn. I believe the claim is eminently just and proper; 
he think anybody will object. |} _ On Expenditures in the State Department—Mr. || and any gentleman who will examine the report 
Mr. NESMITH ti ye jecti he || Price, in the pl f Mr. Upt yee ys : ro ; I 
st Mr. 4 . . 1ave no objection to the RICE, M the place OF Sar. Upton. of the Secretary of the Interior, as well as the re- 
: | e re 
“1 — aeeere =o easter lowa if he will | PURCHASE OF ARMS. port of the committee in the Senate who have 
he insert the words “in Kind. , x . examined that claim, will concur with me in that 
n- Mr. GRIMES. They ought to have one ration The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid opinion ’ 
a when in the field. They may be in such a posi- before the House a communication from the Sec- One other consideration why action. should be 
a tion that it will be aeaee ok to pyovide for them || fetary of War, giving copies of the correspond- had at this time upon fhe joint resolution. Mr. 
of in that way; but I do not adopt the suggestion of || €nce 1n reference to the purchase of arms by Gen- Noble i a r f the : ¢ Port 
S ‘| eral John C. Frémont, ih response to resolutions PnP 1S RON SS. Ene Gere ee ee eee 
id the Senator from Oregon. I do not wantto com- | Piney Théaae of Rance po f the 23d of || Royal. All his means, and more than his means, 
ir pel them to take it in salt pork or junk. If the || ? oe a ee ee ra wv -. || have been exhausted by using his credit in his 
n- Senator insists on that, I shall offer the amend- || December, 1861; which was referred to the select efforts to prosecute this work, and he and his fam- 
ment in the S || committee on Government contracts, and ordered || ° oo ; he : 
p- ent in the Senate. Hl sn be trinted ily are now ina destitute condition. I hope, there- 
m Mr. McDOUGALL. I move th&tt the Senate P ; fore, that this measure will receive the prompt and 
nt now go into executive session, and I will state my INCREASE OF CADETS. cordial assent of the House at this time. I move, 
i ane a bbe epee nocyanserr ao Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, intro- therefore, that the joint resolution be put on its 
“7 foe auien, on he oud * Z a 1 ae i W || duced a bill to increase the number of cadets in the passage, and call the previous question. 
It. shenians pending Susiness in executive | Military Academy at West Point, and for other The previous question was seconded, and the 
a Mr SHERMAN. Refi : purposes; which was read a first and second time, || Main question ordered to be put. : 
in ‘ ee L shh ore we go into execu- || and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. The joint resolution was ordered to a third read- 
Dn ve session, I desire to make a report from acom- | : ing; and was accordingly read the third time, and 
t, mittee of conference. WILLIAM H. NOBLE. passed 
} ssed. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. J yield for that purpose. Mr. OLIN. Iask the consent of the House to Mr. OLIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
+ WESTERN MILITARY CLAIMS. || report from the Committee on-Military Affairs || which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
) 5 Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following re- | Senate joint resolution No. 45, for the relief of moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
. port: William H. Noble; and I hope the House will The latter motion was agreed to. 
f The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of | permit me to make a single remark in relation UTAH CAPITOL. 
0 the two Houses on the amendments to the joint resolution || to It. ; ; 
e. (8. No. 22) providing for the payment of the awards of the The SPEAKER. The call of committees for Mr. HARDING, from the Committee on Ter- 
18 commission to investigate the niilitary claims in the depart- reports, commencing with the Committee on Mil- ritories, reported adversely upon the resolution 
re ment of the West, having miet, after full and free confer- | 2 Affairs, is th eo ban vulariy i der ent to them by the House, instructing them to 
It ence have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to | itary airs, 18 the Ousiness regularly in order. sent to them SY ae ittcnees $ Z . 
their respective Houses as follows : \| The gentleman, therefore, has the right to report || inquire into the prepgiety of making an appropri- 
30 That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House || his bill, and is entitled to speak an hour on it if || ation for the completion of the territorial capito! 
ye with an amendinent, as follows: i} he desires of Utah 
I _ Insert in lieu of the words stricken out by the House, the , ° 











following : 
This resolution shall apply only to claims and contracts | 











Mr. OLIN. I then report the joint resolution 
from the Committee on Military Affairs. 











The report was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 
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ABOLITION OF STADT DUES. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, by unanimous consent, reported 
a bill making appropriations to carry out the third 
and fourth articles of the treaty between the Uni- 
ted States and the King of Hanover, for the abo- 
lition of the Stadt dues. 

The bill was received, and read a first and sec- 
ond time. ' 

The bill was read at length. It econ 
to enable the Presidentto carry out the third arti- 
cle of the treaty, $43,454 16; and to Tr out the 
stipulation contained in the fourth article of the 
treaty, $10,042 90, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to pay the interest provided for in said 
article. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will simply remark, 
that the time given for the execution of the treaty 
will expire on the Ist of May next, and the Sec- 
retary of State wishes this bill passed to enable 
him to carry out the treaty. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is there a report in this case? 

Mr. COX. I will say to the gentleman thatall 
the papers in the case are upon his table, and have 
been for some days. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
report read. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I ask the Clerk to read 
the articles of the treaty requiring these appro- 
priations to be made, 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

“Arr. 3. By way of damage and someones for the 
sacrifices imposed upon his Majesty the King of Hanover, 
by the above stipulations, the United States of America 
agree to pay to his Majesty the King of Hanov@, who ac- 
cepts the same, the sum of sixty thousand three hundred 
and fifty-three thalers, Hanoverian currency, this being the 
proportional quota part of the United Stages in the general 
table of indemnification for the abolition of the Stadt or 
Brunshausen dues. 

“Arr. 4. The sum of sixty thousand three hundred and 
fifty-three thalers courant,stipulated in article three, shall be 
paid at Berlin into the hands of such persons as shall have 
been authorized by his Majesty the King of Hanover to re- 
ecive it, on the day of the exchange of ratifications, as 
hereinafter provided.”’ 





I should be glad to hear the 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 


SALARIES IN COLORADO. 
Mr. CRAVENS, from the Committee on Ter- 


ritories, made an adverse report on the resolution 
of the House instructing them to inquire into the 
propriety of jncreasing the salaries of Federal 
officers and the pay of members of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Territory of Colorado; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


RUFUS L. HARNEY. 


Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an adverse report upon the 
petition of Rufus L. Harney; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


SYLVANUS BURNHAM, 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Sylvanus Burnham; whick was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the 


Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


LOUISA ABERT BYRNE. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the same committee, 
opeeee a bill for the relief of Louisa Abert Byrne; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


HENRY FEDLER. 
On motion of Mr. CUTLER, the Committee 


on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Henry Fedler 
for a pension, and leave was peerees to petitioner 
to withdraw the papers in the case for the pur- 
pose of reference to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. ASHLEY. I was not in my seat when 
the Committee on Territories was called, and I 
ask leave now to report a bill from that com- 
mittee, 

Mr. PENDLETON. 


order of business. 


JOHN GOULDING. 
Mr. RICE, of Maine, from the Committee on 





I call for the regular 
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| to make that motion. 


ing; which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. RICE, of Maine. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
there is already a special order for that day—the 
tax bill. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. 
day next. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Does not the bill make an 


Then I suggest Tues- 


| appropriation of money ? 


Mr. RICE, of Maine. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
a special order. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. Then I move that the 
bill be recommitted to the Committee on Patents, 
and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CAPITOL BAKERIES. 


Mr. TRAIN, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported back, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, joint resolution S. 
No. 32, directing the removal of the Army bake- 
ries from the Capitol. 

The joint resolution directs the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings to cause the Army bakeries, 


It does not. 
I object to making that bill 


and everything pertaining to them, to be removed, | 


as soon as possible, from the Capitol, and appro- 


priates $8,000, or so much thereof as may be ne- | 
cessary, to pay the expenses of such removal. It 


also provides that in case the whole of the fore- 
going sum shall not be needed for the removal of 


the bakeries, the commissioner may expend the | 


balance in repairing the damages done to the Cap- 


| itol and grounds in consequence of its occupancy 


for Army purposes. 

Mr. BLAKE. I move to lay the joint resolu- 
tion upon the table. 

Mr. TRAIN. The gentleman has not the floor 

This resolution has passed 
the Senate unanimously, and any gentleman who 
has given any attention to the subject I think will 
agree that the Senate acted very wisely in passing 
it. I did not suppose that there would be any 
question in reference to it, and therefore I did not 
propose to makeany statement. If gentlemen wish 
to discuss it, I will hold the floor for that purpose. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] rose 
for some purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rose to move to lay the 
joint resolution upon the table. 

Mr. TRAIN. I cannot yield for that purpose. 
I suppose that every gentleman will agree that the 
Capitol of a Republic like ours is nota fit place for 
a bakery in any event. That which was origin- 
ally designed only for a temporary arrangement 
for the convenience of the soldiers who were lo- 
cated in the Capitol itself has now grown up to be 
a very large establishment, and one of very great 
detriment to those doing business in the Capitol. 
The most serious injury which it works to the 
Capitol is tothe Congressional Library, and if gen- 
tlemen have had any occasion to go there within 
the last six weeks, they have ascertained the fact 
that it is impossible to warm the Congressional 
Library while the bakeries are in operation. The 
library has remained unheated, and gentlemen who 
have gone there and remained any time have taken 
cold and been seriously indisposed; and the libra- 
rian will tell you that the library itself is suffering 
very much in consequence of there being no means 
of heating it owing to the operations of the bakery. 
Under the military authority here they do as they 

lease about the Capitol, and the Commissioner of 

ublic Buildings cannot control them atall. They 
build flues wherever they choose, and they have 
built a flue into the flue of the furnace of the library 
which prevents any heat being furnished to the 
library. 

Now, if it is of more consequence to Congress 
that these gentlemen shall be allowed to bake their 
bread in the Capitol than it is to preserve the Con- 
gressional Library, then you will vote this resolu- 
tion down. There are two buildings in this im- 
mediate neighborhood which are offered to the 
Government, and which will answer the purposes 
of the bakeries, and which the Government can 
have at their own price. The only cost to be in- 
curred under the resolution is the cost of remov- 
ing the ovens, and putting them up in these build- 
ings. One of the balidings is the one formerly 
used as a gas-house, and the other is the old depot 
down here at the corner of the street. The own- 


+ Patents, reported a bill for the relief of John Gould- 


I ask that the bill be | 
| made the special order for one week from to-day. 
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ers of the buildings have offered them to the Goy- 
ernment at any price they choose to pay. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I would ask the gentleman 
if there are not several persons who are desirous of 
having the job of the transfer of these bakeries and 
if that is not an additional reason why this ap- 


| propriation should be made? 


Mr. TRAIN. I do not know anything about 
. . 5 
that. 1am stating what I believe to be the truth 
of the matter, and [ am not inclined to joke about 
| it this morning. 

_ The chimneys of these bakeries upon the Senate 
side of the Capitol, by the smoke and gas which 
_ send up, are a serious annoyance to Senators 
and to everybody who has any business there; 
| and I know that every member of the Senate is 

very anxious that this resolution shall pass, as is 
shown by the fact that it passed the Senate unan- 
/imously. Ido not know thatI can enlighten the 
| House any further in regard to this matter. I do 
not believe that there is any job about it, or that 
it will give anybody more than fair wages per day 
| for the work necessary; and I think every one wil! 
| agree after it is done that it was not done a mo- 
ment too early. I move the previous question. 

Mr. BLAKE. I make the point of order that 
the joint resolution makes an appropriation, and, - 
| therefore, must be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has allowed 
the bill to be considered for fifteen minutes, and 
the Chair thinks the point of order comes too late, 
| After a bill has been read and debated, itis always 
| held that it is too late to make that point of order. 

Mr. BLAKE. Well, I move to lay the joint 
resolution upon the table; and upon that motion 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Joseph Baily, Baker, Bingham, 
Blake, William G. Brown, Butffinton, Calvert, Campbell, 
Chamberlin, Clark, Clements, Colfax, Frederick A. Conk- 
ling, Roscoe Conkling, Cravens, Crittenden, Cutler, Davis, 
Diven, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, Fessen- 
den, Fisher, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Hale, Hall, Harding, 
Harrison, Holman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Kelley, Wil- 
liam Kellogg, Killinger, Lansing, Lazear, Leary, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Menzies, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, 
Nixon, Patton, Pendleton, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, 
John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, 
Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Stevens, ‘Trowbridge, Van 
Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Wall, Wallace, Charies W. 
Walton, Wheeler, Wickliffe, Wilson, and Windom—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Babbitt, Baxter, Beaman, Biddle, Fran- 
cis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, George H. Browne, Cobb, 
Conway, Corning, Cox, Crisfield, Delano, Edwards, Fran- 
chot, Grider, Guriey, Haight, Knapp, Lehman, McPherson, 
Maynard, Noell, Norton, Nugen, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, 
Alexander H. Rice, Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, Shef- 
field, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, 


Francis Thomas, Train, Verree, Vibbard, E. P. Walton, 
and Webster—42. 


So the joint resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BLAKE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was laid upon the table, 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SUTLIFF AND CASE. 


Mr. HALE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Sutliff & Case; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanyirft report, ordered to be printed. 


COLE AND McELRATH. 


Mr. CRISFIELD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Gordon E. Cole and Charles McElrath; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


MAILS TO PANAMA. 


Mr. COLFAX, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a letter from the Postmaster General, on 
the subject of the threatened discontinuance of the 
mails to Panama; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


SMALL NOTES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. CALVERT, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to authorize 
the banks in the District of Columbia to issue cir- 
culating notes of a less denomination than five 
dollars; which was read a first and second time, 
recommitted to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 
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= REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported back, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 318) 
to prohibit the allowance or payment of pensions 
to children of the officers and soldiers in the war 
of the Revolution; and asked that a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior be read. 

The communication was read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasuincton, February 19, 1862. 

Sir: My observation of the operation of the revolutionary 
pension laws since my connection with the Interior Depart- 
ment has satisfied me that it is the duty of Congress to in- 
terpose to stop the drain now being constanuy made upon 
the Treasury under those laws. The revolutionary soldiers 
who were entitled to the gratitude as well as the bounty of 
the country have nearly all passed away. 
widows of those soldiers, for whom Congress has made lib- 


| tion of the gentleman who has reported the bill. 


s the | t || one state of facts to affirm another? 
Very few of the || 


eral provision, remain. A uew class of claimants, hawever, || 


are now presenting themselves in considerable numbers, 
whose claims, when allowed, generally amount to a large 
sum. These are the children of soldiers of the Revolution, 
or of their widows, who, while living, never presented or 
established any claim to a pension. 


it has long been a matter of controversy in the Execu- | 


tive Departinents whether a pension could be claimed by | 


the children of a deceased revolutionary soldier, or of the 
deceased widow of such a soldier, who never made aclaim 
to a pension while living. Hon. Levi Woodbury, while 
Secretary of the Treasury, questioned the right of the 


chiidren to receive a pension, but finally yielded a reluct- | 
ant consent to the payment, in deference to the opinion 
of the honorable Secretary of War, and the past practice | 


of the Department. Hon. Caleb Cushing, Attorney Gen- 


eral, in a very elaborate opinion, dated the 19th of Novem- | 


ber, 1856, (Opinions of Attorneys General, vol. 8, p. 198,) 
examined the question. and decided that the laws did not 


sustain the claim, but said the erroneous construction had | 


been too long sanctioned by the practice of the Executive 
Departments to be then abandoned. 
The question was referred by my predecessor, Mr. Sec- 


retary Thompson, to the late Attorney General, Hon. Jere- || 


miah 8. Black, who, in an opinion of the 19th of Septem- 
ber, 1857—a copy of which I herewith inclose—decided 
that the right to a pension which was not asserted during 
the lifetime of the person entitled to it, did not survive to 
the children, but did with the person who might have as- 
serted the claim. Upon this opinion these€laims were dis- 
allowed during the residue of Secretary ‘Thompson’s official 
term. 

I felt constrained to adopt the same construction of the 
law and to withhold my sanction from these claims, and 
should have continued to do so but for the action of the 
House of Representatives on the 8th ultimo, adopting ares- 
olution referring back two claims of that character to this 
Department, upon the ground that they were already pro- 
vided for by law. 

So deliberate an expression of the opinion of the House 
of Representatives of the effect of the law, and of the duty 
of this Department, appeared to me to be such a legislative 
interpretation of the Jaw as I was not at liberty to disre- 
gard. 
claims thus referred back to the Department by the resolu- 
tion alluded to. ‘The same construction must of course be 
given to the law in its application to all similar claims. 

| cannot regard these claims as possessing any merit 
which should justify a liberal construction of the law to 
meet them. They are based upon no sacrifices or ser- 
vices of the claimants, and were never presented by the 


persons whose services would have justified an appeal to | 


the Government. The practice of presenting them has be- 
come a matter of speculation on the part of claim agents, 


who, from their knowledge of the revolutionary army rolls, 


are enabled to ascertain the names of persons who might 
have claimed a pension while living. With a diligence and 
industry sharpened by cupidity, they hunt up the surviving 
children and give them the information that they are enti- 
ued toa pension. The claimants, thus informed tor the first 
time of the existence of such a right, will readily agree to 
give a large proportion of the money which may be recov- 
ered if the claim shall be successfully prosecuted. 

I have presented this statement for the purpose of asking 
your consideration of the question whether this practice 
shouldenot be arrested by legislation. Our pension rolls 
will soon be swelled by the casualties of the existing war 
to such proportions as will make it a heavy burden on the 
Treasury. Ought this burden to be iucreased by the ad- 
mission of claims based upon no services, and which the 
party really entitled to the bounty of the Government never 
thought proper to present? 

The object may be effected by an enactment that hereaf- 
ter no claim for a pension or for increase of pension shall 
be allowed in favor of the children or other descendants of 
any person who served in the Revolutionary War, or of the 
widow of such person, when such person or his widow died 
without having established a claim toa pension. I believe 
such an enactment would be just, and that it would save 
a large amount of money to the Government. It would 
also be in harmony with the policy adopted by Congress in 
barring (finally, by the act of February 8, 1854—Statutes at 
Large, vol. 10, p. 267, chap. 10) the claims of soldiers of the 
war of 1512 to the land bounty promised to them prior to 
their enlistment, and to their legal representatives in the 
event of their death in the service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, CALEB B. SMITH, 

Secretary of the Interior. 
Hon. R. Hottaxp Dyeu., Chairman of the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, House of Representatives. 


Mr. DUELL called for the previous question 
on the third reading and engrossment of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


I felt bound, therefore, to direct the allowance ofthe | 





| eral, the pension to the revolutionary soldier or 
| widow does not cease on his or her death? 


| unable to establish claims for pensions during 
_ their lifetime. 


, to sale of goods unfit for use by the War Depart- 
| ment; which was read a first and second time. 


| and other property that have been, furnished to | 


| and unsuitable for use, to be sold for the benefit | 


| prevent the same from being used by the enemy; || 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read || President of the United States, by Mr. Hay, his 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- || Private Secretary. 


ingly read the third time. | 
The bill directs that no claim for pension or 
increase of pension shall be allowed in favor of 
the children or other descendants of any person 
who served in the war of the Revolution, or the 
widow of such person, where such person or his | 
widow died without having established a claim to 
a pension. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to ask a ques- | 


It professes to be a restraining bill; but I ask the 
gentleman whether it really is such, or whether | 
it is the opposite in its character—by negativing 
Task him 
whether, in point of fact, under the construction 
of the existing law as given by the Attorney Gen- 





Mr. DUELL. This bill is intended to sanction 
the decision of Attorney General Black. It is | 
intended to be restraining in its character. It has 
reference to the claims of children of revolutionary 
soldiers whose ancestors either neglected or were 


It is intended to apply only to that 


class of case. 
In other words, this bill || 


Mr. MAYNARD. | 
enacts into law the opinion,of Attorney General || 
Black. 

Mr.DUELL. Certainly. Thatisallit amounts 
to. 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
bill, oad it was passed. 

Mr. DUELL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONDEMNED ARMY SUPPLIES. 


Mr. EDWARDS, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, reported a joint resolution relating | 





The joint resolution was read. It directs the || 
Secretary of War to cause all goods, merchandise, | 





his Department as Army supplies, now on hand 


of the United States, in such quantities and at 


such times and places as he shall deem best for 
the public interest. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly-read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EDWARDS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. | 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee | 
| 





on Military Affairs, reported a bill to define the 
pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes; which was read || 
a first and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
its consideration postponed for two weeks. 


DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, also, fromthe same 
committee, reported a bill providing for compensa- 
tion to loyal citizens for property destroyed to 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


SUTLERS IN VOLUNTEER SERVICE. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, also, from the same 
committee, reported back, with amendments, an 
act (S. No. 136) to provide for the appointment 
of sutlers in the volunteer service, and to define 
their duties. 

The bill and amendments were read. 





| and have labored faithfully therein ever since. 





Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. This is a matter 


| in which the House and the country take a great || 


deal of interest; and I move, at the suggestion of | 
several gentlemen, that the bill and amendments || 


be printed, and made a special order for Monday | 
next. 


The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM TIE PRESIDENT. 
A message, in writing, was received from the 


Also, notifying the House that the President 


| had approved and signed an act fixing the num- 
| ber of the House of Representatives from and 
| after the 3d of March, 1863. 


HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS. 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill relating to the appointment 
and compensation of chaplains to military hos- 
pitals; which was read a first and second time. 

The bill recites the appointment, by the Pres- 
ident of the United States, of certain clergymen, 
naming them, to discharge the duties of chaplains 
at the hospitals for sick and wounded soldiers, 
and enacts that they shall be severally entitled to 
receive as compensation for their services, for the 
time they have been so employed and until dis- 
charged by order of the President of the United 
States, the pay and allowance authorized by law 
to be paid to chaplains in the volunteer service of 
the United States. The second section attthorizes 
the President to appoint a chaplam to each gen- 
eral military hospital of the United States, when 
he may deem the same necessary, and to revoke 
such appointments at will. Such chaplains to 
receive the pay and allowance as aforesaid. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask my colleague what is 
the salury fixed for these chaplains? 

Mr. DUNN. The same as is now paid to 
chaplains in the volunteer service. In this con- 
nection I beg leave to have read a paragraph on 
this subject from the President’s message, and 
also schedule A accompanying the message. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘“*By mere omission, I presume, Congress has failed to 
provide chaplains for hospitals occupied by volunteers. 
This subject was brought to my notice, and | was induced 
to draw up the form of a letter, one copy of which, properly 
addressed, has been delivered to each of the persons, and 
at the dates respectively named and stated, in a schedule, 


containing also the form of the letter, marked A, and here- 
with transmitted. 

* These gentlemen, | understand, entered upon the duties 
designated, at the times respectively stated in the schedule, 
I therefore 
recommend that they be compensated at the same rate as 
chaplains in the Army. —I further suggest that general pro- 
vision be made for chaplains to serve at hospitals, as well 
as with regiments. 


Scwepute A. 


Executive Mansion, 
Wasuinoton, D. C., ——, 1861. 
Rev. —— ——: 

Sin: Having been solicited by Christian ministers and 
other pious people to appoint suitable persons to act as 
chaplains at the hospitais for our sick and wounded soldiers, 
and feeling the intrinsic propriety of having such persons 
to so act, and yet believing there is no law conferring the 
power upon me to appoint them, [ think fit to say that if 
you will voluntarily enter upon and perform the appropri- 
ate duties of such position, I will recommend that Congress 
make compensation therefor at the same rate as chaplains 
in the Army are compensated. 

The following are the names and dates, respectively, of 
the persons and times to whom and when such letters were 
delivered: : 

Rev. G. G. Goss. .....00e00 cee cece se September 25, 1861. 
Rev. Jobn G. Butler....... . September 25, 1861. 
Rev. Henry Hopkins.................-September 25, 1861. 
Rev. F. M. Magrath...........++-++«October 30, 1861. 
Rev. F. E. Boyle......seceeeeesseees-October 30, 1861. 
Rev. John C. Smith.........00+++++++-November 7, 1861, 
Rev. William Y. Brown.............sNovember 7, 1861. 


Mr. HOLMAN. My colleague says that the 
pay provided by this bill is the same as the pay 
of chaplains in the volunteer service, which is 
about $1,700 a yom The recommendation of the 
President is, that. these chaplains shall be paid 
the same as chaplains in the Army, which, asa 


| matter of course, means chaplains in the regular 


Army. I should like my colleague to say what 
that compensation is. Does it vary far from $900 
a year? Iam happy to say, in behalf of those 
clergymen who have rendered their services gra- 
tuitously, that they have been anxious to render 
this service in the hour of the nation’s troubles; 
but I think that their salary should be fixed at 
the same rate as is paid to post chaplains—that is 
to say, $900 a year, 

Mr. DUNN. If the question before the House 
were a question as to what should be the pay of 
chaplains,.I might be disposed to vote for a much 
less sum than that now paid; but here are a few 
chaplains who have performed arduous duties at 
the request of the President, and on an assurance 


| from him that he would recommend that they 


should receive the same pay and compensation as 
chaplains in the volunteer service. I ask, in this 


| connection, that two letters, one from Rev. Dr. 
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| 

Samson, of the Buptist church, and the other from | 
Rev. Dr. Gurley, of the Presbyterian church, be | 
rend. 

The letters were read, as follows: 

Coumpian Cottece, Wasutneton, D.C., 
February 3, 1802. 

My Dean Baorner: I learn through some of the hos 
pital chaplaias that Hon. Mr. Donn has been, as was nat 
ural, misted by the wording of the President’s message as | 
to what i think we shall agree was his inteution, fully ex- 
preesed in conversation with us. The bill prepared by Hon. 
Mr. Down proposes to put hospital chaplains on a footing | 
with post chaplains in the regular Army. Such chaplains 
being permanent, having a limited range of duty, and re- 
quiring no horse, and being furnished with a house, can live 
very economically with their families. The hospital or regi- 
mental chaplains have the expense of breaking up for a 
temporary service, the necessity for two establishments if 
they have tamiltes, and for the use of a horse in attending 
funerals ; and ineluding wear and tear added to this expense, 
I see not how they can live with less salary than the regi 
mental chaplains. My impression is clear, and I think you 
will agree with me, that the President designed to put the 
hospital chaplains on a footing with the regimental. 

{ ain truly your brother, G. W. SAMSON, 
Rev. Dr. Geary. 


Tvespay Mornine, February 4, 1862. 
Dear Sin: I concur in the views expressed by Rev. Dr. 
Samson. If you have any doubtabout the matter, suppose 
you conferewith the President, and ask him at what rate 
he expected these hospital chaplains to be paid. 
Yours truly, P. D. GURLEY. 


Mr. DUNN. The clergymen who wrote these 
letters have charge of congregations in this city; 
but have no connection with the chaplain service. 
‘They early called the attention of the President to 
the wants of the military hospitals in that regard, | 
and the President took the responsibilty of re- 
questing the persons named in the bill to serve as 
chaplains. The question having arisen as to what | 
the President meant in saying that they should be | 
paid as Army chaplains—whether as chaplains in 
the regular Army or in the volunteer service—I 
called upon the Preakdent in accordance with the 
suggestion contained in the letter of Dr. Gurley. 
The President said he intended to indicate the 
pay of the chaplains in the volunteer service, and | 
that he gave the assurance that he would recom- 
mend that compensation to be appropriated. 

Now, I wish the House to understand that the 
service that these chaplains have rendered is in 
compliance with the request of the President of 
United States. They have served as chaplains 
now some six months, since September or Octo- 
ber, without compensation; aa the families of 
some of them are really in a suffering condition. | 
I hope, therefore, the House will concur in this 
bill as itis reported, and then, if they desire it, 
let them in future reduce the salaries of all chap- | 
lains if they think proper so to do. Gentlemen | 
will observe thatin this bill authority is conferred 
upon the President to discharge these chaplains 
whenevery in his judgment, their services are no 
longer required. 

Mr. OLIN. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, I wish to ask the attention 
of the House to one or two considerations in con- 
nection with this subject, for I deem it but an act 
of justice to attempt to remove the misapprehen- 
sion that evidently prevails as to the merits of the 
measure inane te the bill before the House. 

There is no c&mparison between the labors per- | 
formed by these hospital chaplains and the ordin- 
ary post chaplains of the regular Army. The | 
duties of the two are as dissimilar as it is possible 
to conceive, both as to their extent and variety. 

Sir, let me state a fact. Your post chaplain is 
assigued toa permanent post. Take, for instance, 
the post of Fort Hamilton, in New York; the 
chaplain there is the minister of a congregation 
as well as chaplain of the post, and a salary of 
$200 to the chaplain of that post would be a more 
adequate compensation than a salary of $800 pro- 
posed by gentlemen to be paid to a chaplain in 
one of our military hospitals. 

Now, look for a moment to the position of a 
hospital chaplain, It is a mere.temporary assign- 
ment to a particular duty—a duty the most ardu- 
ous aod mportant in its character that can be pos- 
sibly assigned toa man. He is attending daily | 
and hourly ut the bed of the sick man. He is | 
attending almost daily the funeral services of men | 
who have died in the hospital; and the amountof | 
services that these men have to perform, in the | 
discharge of their duty, is not only equal to that 
performed by the chaplains in the volunteer ser- | 
vice, but it Is ten times more than is ordinarily 
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the Army. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, do you know the number 
of the sick and disabled soldiers in the hospitals in 
this cityand Alexandria? Do you know anything 


about the services performed by the men who || 
act as chaplains at these hospitals—men, some of 


| 


whom I personally know—men following in the 
steps of their Divine Master, ** going about and 
doing good?” | should be amazed, | should be 
ashamed if this House should refuse to pay to 
these worthy men the sum which the President’s 
act in their appointment pledged to them. Sir, 


| these men should be paid a salary at least equal 


to that paid to the regimental chaplains in the vol- 
unteer service, 

Mr. Speaker, [ know that a great many good 
men have gone into the Army as chaplains, and 
that they have performed a duty there for which 


their Divine Master will, | trust, reward them, | 
though this House and the people may fail to do so. || 


Mr. STEVENS. I wish to ask the gentleman 
a question in connection with this subject. The 
gentleman refers to the similarity of the work a. 
formed by those men to that performed by their 
Divine Master; is there not this distinction, that 
one created fishes and coin whenever he had need 
of them, while his human followers have not that 
power. [Laughter.] 

Mr. OLIN. Yes, sir; and the wicked world 
crucified one, and would stone the others. [Laugh- 
ter.] In that respect, the parallel holds good to 
this day. 

Now, while it is true, as I have said, that many 
of our Army chaplains have rushed to the field 
from a sense of duty, many who have thrown up 
salaries and the charge of congregations where 
they were being paid more than they are being 
vaid for their services in the Army, who, I repeat, 
ave gone into the Army simply from a sense of 
duty, it is true that there are in the Army others 
who are not of that character, and who, for the 
credit of the service, had better remained at home. 
But these men, some of whom I personally know, 


| appointed by the President as hospital chaplains, 


I know with what assiduity and devotion they 
have performed their duty; and I think it would 
be a great hartship and a gross outrage for Con- 
gress to pay them a compensation less than is 
given to the regimental chaplains in the volunteer 
service, 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. The gentleman from 
New York has stated that he knows these men 
personally; will he inform the House whether 
they are not pastors of congregations in this city. 

Mr. OLIN. Some of them are, and some of 
them are not. I know one young gentleman—but 
it is unnecessary for me to go into particulars. 
If gentlemen will make themselves familiar with 
what has been done and with what is now doing 
by these men, they would not, [am sure, begrudge 
the salaries which it is proposed by this bill to pay. 
I thank the gentleman from Indiana for affording 
me the opportunity to make these few remarks. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | concur in the remarks 
that have been made by the honorable gentleman 
from New York on my right. If he is astonished 
at the course which some gentlemen are inclined 
to take in reference to the class of chaplains re- 
ferred to in the bill now reported by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, there are others who have had 
reason to be much more astonished for another 
reason. 

It is true, as the gentleman has said, that the 
labors of chaplains, whether at the post or in the 
hospital of the volunteer forces, are not understood 
or appreciated as they should be. They are, I be- 
lieve, underrated by gentlemen upon the floor of 
this House, But there seems to be a disposition— 
I have seen it manifested in the House by gentle- 
men here—to reduce their salaries, on the ground 
that their services are not at all proportionate to 
the salaries they receive. 

Now, Mr.Speaker, I am persuaded that if gen- 
tlemen on this floor will really set about it, and 
will make the requisite inquiries, they will find 
that these chaplains are men who render services 
that are not disproportionate to the salaries they 
receive; that they render more services than other 
gentlemen or other officers in the Army in propor- 
tion to the salaries they receive. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish just to say a word 
upon that point. > 

Mr. DUNN. I do not like to interfere with 


OBE. 


performed by one of the regimental chaplains of 
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- 
| the gentleman, but I do not wish to lose control 
of the floor. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Notatall. I merely desired 
to say, that by the law as it exists, the private 
soldiers in our Army receive, for incurring all the 
dangers and hardships of the service, a salary of 
less than one hundred and sixty dollars per an- 
num, and now it is proposed to pay these men 
who have been acting as chaplains, a salary of 
seventeen or eighteen hundred dollars a year. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Two thousand one 
hundred dollars. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman says ¢2,109 
Now I wish to ask the gentleman from Maine if 
the salaries of these two classes of men are pro- 
portionate to their services ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The gentleman is laboring 
under a misapprehension as to the compensation 
of chaplains in the Army. I ask the gentleman 
| from Indiana (Mr. Dunn] what that compensa. 

tion is. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I will inform the 
gentleman. They receive the salary of captain of 
cavalry, which is $175 per month, making a yearly 
compensation of about two thousand one hundred 
dollars. 

Mr. OLIN. Oh, no; the gentleman is mistaken, 

Mr. DUNN. I must decline to yield the floor 
further. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I wish to suggest to the 
gentleman from Indiana, that I understand one of 
these gentlemen to whom this bill refers as chap- 
lain, has been shown to be disloyal by testimony 
taken in reference to him. 

Mr. DUNN. Which one of them? 

Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. McGrath. 

Mr. DUNN. If the gentleman states upon his 
responsibility that such is the fact, let him make 
a motion to strike out the name of this one and | 
will accept the amendment. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Ifthe gentleman will allow 
me I will move to add: 

Provided, That no such salary shall be paid to any chap- 
lain who shall be disloyal to the Government. 

Mr. DUNN. [have no objection to thatamend- 
ment, if the House sees fit to adopt it. I now move 
the previous question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana a question as to the charac- 
ter of this bill. 

Mr. DUNN. I will hear the question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I want to ask whether the bill 
provides merely for the payment of the chaplains 
who have been heretofore appointed, or whether 
there is also a provision for future appointments? 

Mr. DUNN. There is a second section of the 
bill which provides that the President may, in his 
discretion, appoint chaplains to general perma- 
nent military hospitals, to hold their offices dur- 
ing his pleasure, and their pay to be like that first 
named, subject, of course, to the future action of 
Congress. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. That is all I wanted to know. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I want to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana what the pay and allowances of a 
captain of cavalry amount to? 

Mr. DUNN. About one thousand seven hun- 
dred dollars, I believe; but I wish the House to 
understand this one thing, that the pay of chapjains 
of the Army is but about half ot. members of 
Congress receive, and as my colleague [Mr. Hot- 
MAN] is so much exercised upon the subject of 
chaplains receiving more than the soldiers who 
have to face death in the ranks, I should like to 
know how much he receives for his services here? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The same sum that my very 
worthy colleague does. I believe that is a little 
too high, and I hope my colleague will favor any 
fair proposition that may come before the House 
to reduce it. 

Mr. DUNN. I will do that. ‘ 

Mr. HOLMAN. [am not objecting to a fair 
compensation to chaplains, but I do object to this 
great disproportion between the small pittance 

aid to the soldier and the large sums paid to chap- 
ains. Iam in favor of paying chaplains $900 a 
ear. 
5 Mr. DUNN. If my colleague will introduce a 
bill to reduce the pay of members of Congress to 
that of common soldiers, I will vote for it. 

I only wish to say further, that these chaplains 
acted in accordance with the request of the Pres- 
ident, and on the assurance that they should be 
paid as other volunteer chaplains are paid; and I 
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: : . ” i} 
hope the House will not repudiate that under- || 


standing. I now move the previous question. | 

The previous question was seconded, and the I] 
main question ordered. 1} 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Epcerton 
was ugre¢ d to. | 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read | 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. DUNN. I move the previous question on | 
the passage of the bill. \ 

The previous question was seconded, and the || 
main question ordered. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN demanded the yeas and nays | 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. McPHERSON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. DeLano and 
AsuLey were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes seventy-six, noes not counted. 

"So the bill was passed. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF TAX BILL. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to ask | 
the unanimous consent of the House—and I pre- || 
sume there will be no objection—that eight thou- 
sand of the ten thousand extra copies of the tax 
bill, which have been ordered to be printed, be 
printed in pamphlet form instead of in the ordi- 
nary bill form. It will be much less expense to | 
the Government; and they will be more conven- | 
ient for distribution in that form. 1} 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| 

. an 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- || 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported back the || 
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the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ket- 


| LoGG, of Illinois, in the chair,) and proceeded to 


the consideration of the amendments of the Senate 
to the legislative, executive, and judicial appro- 


| priation bill. 


First amendment of the Senate: 


Page 1, line twenty-two, strike out the words “ give any 
more mileage than is allowed by existing law,” and insert 


in lieu thereof, “include more than two mileages for the || 


present Congress ;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For compensation and mileage of Senators, $240,430 : 
Provided, That the second mileage due by law shall be paid 
at the present session as soon as certified by the Presiding 
Officers of the Senate and House: And provided further, 
That the foregoing proviso shall not be construed to include 
more than two mileages for the present Congress. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 
mended concyrrence. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BassBirt, and | 


Tuomas of Massachusetts, were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


| —ayes sixty-one, noes not counted. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
Second amendment: 


Page 3, strike outlines eighteen and nineteen, as follows: 
For binding documents and purehase of blank-books, 
$2,500 
$2,900, 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 


ted States, from 1776 to 1783, for the State Department, 
$15,000,”? and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

For printing the Congressional Globe and Appendix, 
which are hereafter to be bound under the supervision of 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, according to the pro- 
visions of section five of the * joint resolution in relation 


| to the public printing,’ approved June 30, 1860, $18,000. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
| mended non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 





amendments of the Senate to bill of the House 


No. 208, making appropriations for the legisla- || 


tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending 30th of June, 1863, | 
and additional appropriations for the year ending 
30th of June, 1862. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I ask that the 
amendments may be considered in the House now. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I think they had better be 
considered in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. The rule requiring it is a 
very wise one; and I think we had better adhere 
to it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


I hope the gen- | 


tleman from Tennessee will not object to their being || 


considered in the House at this ume. The Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means recommend a non-con- 
currence in most of them. 

Mr.MAYNARD. As] dislike to disoblige my 
colleague upon the committee, I will withdraw the 
objection for this once; but I give him notice that | 
I will make it hereafter, if nobody else does. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the 
Senate amendments will be considered in the House 
at this time. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I object. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Then I move 
that the bill and amendments be referred to the 
Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed 6. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to close 
debate upon the amendments in one minute after 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union shall proceed to consider them. 

The motion was agreed to, 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 
Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a joint res- | 


Fourth amendment: 

Insert the following: 

For the usual additional compensation to the reporters of 
the Senate for the Congressional Globe for reporting the 


the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $800 each, $4,000. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

ry . 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 

Strike out the following: 


Globe, $2.+ +. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrente. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Insert as follows: 

For losses on drafts of consuls, marshals of the United 
States, consular courts, and interpreters, for the period end- 
ing June 39, 1863, 210,000. 

For rent of prison, wages of keepers of the same, and 
eare of offenders, at Amoy, from July 1, 1860, to June 30, 
1861, in pursuance of the provisions of the act approved 
July 2, 1860, $858 27. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move a pro forma amend- 
ment. [ presume that the last item is correct. 
| At least I know nothing to the contrary. The 


ply to meet any expenses that may be incurred 
by our representatives abroad. 
tion to the ordinary compensation, to pay for any 
losses that our foreign representatives may sus- 
tain by reason of discount charged on drafts of 


| desire to be informed by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether that is 
not the fact? It seems to me that there is no rea- 
son why we should give this additional bonus to 





olution (H. R. No. 37) in relation to certain rail- 
roads in the State of Missouri;and ajoint resolution 
(S. No. 46) declaratory of the intént and meaning 


of a certain act therein named; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that the 


rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the rules were suspended; and the House 


our foreign representatives. They are very well 


| tosimilar deductions in consequence of exchange. 
Unless this be the established policy of the Gov- 
ernment authorized by existing law, it does seem 
| to me that this appropriation should not be made. 
| Considering the services required ofthem, I think 
| that our foreign representatives are better paid 
| than any other class of persons in the employment 
of the Government. 





Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If the gentleman 


| from Indiana -had examined the precedents, he 
| would have found that it is and has been the pol- 


|| The CHAIRMAN, 


Strike out “to pay John C. Rives for printing five hun- || 
dred copies of the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Uni- | 


proceedings of the Senate for the second regular session of | 


For binding documents, including the Congressional | 


appropriation of $10,000 I understand to be sim- | 


This is in addi- | 


the Government on London, or other points. I | 


| paid. Every officer of the Government is subject | 
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| to pay the differences in exchange between this 
_ country and other countries where our ministers 
/are stationed. The difference in exchange be- 

tween here and England is something, but it is 

not so much as the difference in exchange between 
here and Turkey, China, or the Sand wich Islands; 
and if the ministers in those countries are not al- 
lowed this loss in exchange they would find their 
salaries very seriously diminished. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to inquire further on 


| this point, whether so large a sum as $10,000 has 


been ordinarily appropriated for this purpose, or 

whether it has not generally been a much smaller 

sum? 

Debate is exhausted on 

| this amendment. 

| Mr. HOLMAN. [hope the gentleman from 
Vermont will be permitted to answer the ques- 
tion. 

|| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Of course there 

'| will be no more of this sum used than is abso- 

l| lutely necessary. 

| Mr. HOLMAN. But are we not appropriating 

|| more than is usual? 

|| Mr.MORRILL, of Vermont. About the usual 

|| amount, I believe. 

|| The question was taken on Mr, Houman’s 

| amendment; and it was rejected. 

] The question recurred on the Senate amend- 


| ment, and it was concurred in. 
| 
Seventh amendment: 
Strike out “ $2,200,’ and insert in lieu thereof “ $1,500 ;” 
so that the clause will read: 
For blank-books, binding, stationery, office furniture, car- 
peting, two newspapers, preserving files and papers, bounty 
land service, and miscellaneous items, $1,500. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


} 


| Eighth amendment: 
|| Strike out the word “ recorder,” so that the clause in 
||} which it occurs will read as follows : 
| For compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
|| Land Office, and the draughtsman, assistant draughtsman, 
|| clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, packers, watch- 
| men, and laborers in his office, $175,440. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


|| The amendment was non-concurred in. 
|| Ninth amendment: 

Strike out ‘* $175,440,” in the above clause, and insert 
in lieu thereof ** 8173,440.”" 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It was proposed 
by the Senate to strike out the word ‘* recorder;”’ 
but the Committee of Ways and Means was sat- 
isfied that a recorder is indispensable in the office. 
The subsequent amendments proposed by the Sen- 
ate are merely to reduce the amount so hs to cor- 
\| respond with that. 
|| ‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


Add the following to the foregoing clause : 

And the duty of conntersigning patents, and other duties 
required by existing laws, of the recorder, shali be per- 
formed by the said Commissioner. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence, 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


After the word dollars insert ‘‘Provided, That the said 
documents shall be sent to sach libraries and public institu - 
tions only as shall signify a willingness to pay the cost of 
the transportation of the same;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For expenses of packing and distributing congressional 
|} journals and documents, in pursuance of the provisions 

contained in the joint resolution of Congress, approved 28th 
| January, 1857, and act Sth February, 1859, $6,000: Pro 
vided, &e. 

The Committee of. Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Twelfth amendment: 


Strike out the following : 

For compensation of surveyor general of Illinois and 

| Missouri, $2,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 

|| mended concurrence. 

|| Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move a proforma 

| amendment, for the purpose of saying that the 

appropriation proposed to be struck out is fora 
deficiency. Itis recommended both by the Interior 

| Department and by this House. The service 





accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of |! icy of the Government ever since its foundation || which it proposes to pay for is already performed. 





o/s 
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It is for the year ending June 30, 1862. It is im- 
possible that the Senate could, with an under- 
standing of the facts, have struck out the appro- 
priation, which is simply intended to compensate 
an officer in the service of the Government, who 
has performed service of a most valuable char- 
acter. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to inquire whether the 
deficiency is not this: that the last House of Rep- 
resentatives refused to veer money to pay 
this salary, on the groun 


that the office had, by | 


limitation of law, ceased to exist? This bill, L | 


understand, contains not only an appropriation 


for this deficit of $2,000, but also an appropriation || 


for the current year. The same argument was 
made use of in the other branch of Congress, that 
this was a deficit; butit was met by the statement 


that the office had ceased to exist, by limitation of | 


the law creating it, and that, therefore, if service 
was rendered it was in defiance of law, and for the 


purpose of creating an argument in favor of the | 


payment. On that ground the Senate struck out 
the appropriation, I understand—and I make that 
inquiry of the gentleman from Missouri, to see if 
I am not correct—that by virtue of the law cre- 
ating the office, or some law in some way or other 


|| said appropriation may be used for the repair of the palace 


modifying the duties of the office, the office itself | 


has ceased to exist prior to the last preceding 
year. 
’ Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. In response to the 
question of the gentleman, I will state that the 
office did not cease to exist absolutely under the 
Inw. The Secretary of the Interior had it in his 
discretion and authority to close the office; but he 
found it impossible to close it, because the busi- 
ness of the office required it still to remain open. 
It was impossible to close the business, and there- 
fore, in his discretion, the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior directed that it should not be closed. ‘That 
is the state of facts in relation to this matter. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Did not the law expressly 


authorize him to discontinue the office? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It did; but it also 


authorized him to keep itopen so long as the public 
service required, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Did not the act creating the 
office fix a time at which it should be closed, which 
time has expired ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The facts are as I 
have stated. I hope the House will non-concur 


in the amendment of the Senate. I withdraw my | 


amendment. 
The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 
Thirteenth amendment: 
Page 18, line fourteen, strike out as follows : 
For compensation of the surveyor general of Utah, $4,000. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
metided non-concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

Page 19, strike out the following words: 

For compensation of the surveyor general of the Terri- 
tory of Nevada, and the clerks in his office, $7,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 

Page 20, strike out lines eight, nine, ten, and cleven, as 
follows: 

For rent of the surveyor general’s office in the Territory 
of Nevada, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental 
expenses, $2,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Page 21, in line seven, insert as follows: 

For compensation of additional clerks, messengers, and 
laborers in the offices of the Secretary of War, Adjutant 
General, Surgeon General, Quartermaster General, Pay- 
master General, Chief Engineer, Chief of Ordnance, and 
Commissary General, appointed under authority of act of 
January 27, 1862, $63,360. 


The Committee of Ways and Means récom- 


mended concurrence in this amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment: 

Page 24, after line twelve, insert as follows: 

For compensation of additional clerks in the office of the 
Secretary of the Navy, appointed under authority of act of 
the 27th January, 1862, $4,800. 

The Committee of Ways and Means fecom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 





| for the purpose of asking my friend from New | 





| inquiry. I do not desire to inaugurate any new 





Eighteenth amendment: 

Page 27, in line ten, strike out $30,000? and insert 
*€ $50,000” in the following clause of the bill: 

For incidental and contingent expenses, includingrepairs 
and wastage, $30,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. To what does that refer ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. To the mintat 
Philadelphia. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Nineteenth amendment: 


Page 28, line thirteen, strike out “* $15,000,” and insert 
in lieu thereof * $20,000 ;”’ so that the ciause, as amended, | 
would read : 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000. e 

And strike out: ‘ Provided, That the surplus, if any, of | 


buildings and the revision of the laws of New Mexico ;” 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

Provided, That $5,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, shall be used to revise and print the laws of 
New Mexico, 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by striking 
out ** $20,000” and inserting ‘* $15,000,” and by 
striking out the proviso. 

Mr. Chairman, | offer tht amendment merely 


| 
} 


Mexico, who I see standing near me, or the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
whether this increase of the appropriation from 
$15,000 to $20,000 is not in ath a separate ap- 
propriation for the purpose of revising and print- 
ing the laws of New Mexico? That I understand 
to be the effect of the amendment. I wish, then, 
to inquire whether it has been the practice of the 
General Government to pay for such work for the 
other Territories? Ifithas, I have nothing to say; 
but if it has not, it seems to me this is not the time 
to begin such a practice, which is to result in an 
increased expenditure upon the part of the Gov- 
ernment. 

I, therefore, desire this information; and if it 
has not been the practice of the Government here- 
tofore, | hope the increase of appropriation will 
be stricken out. It seems to me, inasmuch as the 
General Government pays the salaries of all the 
officers in these Territories, and all their Jegis- 
lative and nearly all the contingent public ex- 
penses, we ought not to be asked to pay for revis- 
ing and reprinting their laws. I am in favor of 
placing New Mexico upon the same footing with 
all the other Territories, and therefore I make this 





policy in this direction at this time. 

Mr. WATTS. I will state to the member from 
Indiana who has just taken his seat, that this 
amendment was proposed in the Senate, and 
passed by that body, on account of the inadequacy 
of the present appropriation to answer the pur- 
poses designed. 

I believe it has been the custom of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, in all the Territories, 
wherever it becomes necessary, to pay for a re- 
vision of the laws the same as it does for the pub- 
lication of the laws. Every law that is passed by 
a Territorial Legislature is published at the cost of 
the United States Government; and whenever it 
becomes necessary that there should be a revision 
of the laws of a Territory, it becomes the duty of 
the United States to make provision for having 
that revision made. It has been done in all cases, 
so far as my knowledge or information extends, 
for many years past. 

There is a great necessity for this work being 
done in New Mexico at this time. The pamphlet 
edition of the laws which has been published from 
year to year has become exhausted; and a full 
cony of the laws since the last revision can hardly 
be found in the whole Territory. The Attorney 
General and the Secretary of State have hereto- 
fore been desirous of having this work done, but 
there has been no fund out of which the expenses 
could be defrayed; and for this reason it was added 
to this appropriation in this bill. 

The usual appropriation for these miscellaneous 
items has been $20,000. But on account of the 
economy with which the government has been 
administered in that Territory, there has usuall 
been asmal! sum each year leftunexpended, whic 
has reverted to the Treasury of the United Siates. | 
The present year the Committee of Ways and | 
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Means have reduced the amount to $15,000. We 
now ask that the appropriation may be restored 
to what it has been heretofore; and that if we can 
manage to economize so as to save this sm 


amount, we may have the opportunity of dey 
ing it to this purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I willask the gentleman if 
there was not an appropriation made a few years 
ago for the purpose of revising the laws of New 
Mexico? 

Mr. WATTS. There was a revision made in 
1851 or 1852, which was paid for by the General 
Government. But about once in ten years the 
laws of the Territory get bad enough to make jt 
necessary that there should be a new revision. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my amendment. 


The amendment of the Senate was concurred ip. 

Twenty-first amendment: 

, Strike out the entire second section of the bill, as fol- 
ows: 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That in addition to the 
clerical and other foree of the War Department, the follow- 
ing clerks, messengers, laborers, and non-commissioned 
officers be, and are hereby, authorized to be employed 
therein: Provided, That when Congress shall fail to make 
appropriation for the payment of said employés, the offices 
shall be deemed thereby abolished. 

Office of the Secretary of War: 
— clerks of the third class and two clerks of the second 
ciass. 
Office of the Quartermaster General : 

Two clerks of the third class, three of the second class 

five of the first class, and one messenger. , 
Office of the Commissary General: 

One clerk of the third class, two of the second class, and 
one laborer. 

Office of the Chief Engineer: 

One clerk of the first class. 

Office of the Surgeon General: 

One laborer. , 

Office of the Paymaster General : 

Four clerks of the second class, four of the first class, 
and one messenger. 

Office of Chief of Ordnance : 
-One clerk of the third class, two of the second class, and 
one of the first class. 
Office of the Adjutant General : 

Three clerks of class three, four of class two, thirteen of 
class one, and ten non-commissioned officers from the 
Army; and the sum of $70,000 is hereby appropriated for 
that purpose. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-second amendment: 

Page 37, line one, change *‘ section three’ to “ section 
two.” 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-third amendment: 


Page 37, after line six, insert: 

For keeping in repair and partially furnishing the Post 
Office building, to be expended under the direction of the 
Postmaster General, $20,000. 

For paper and printing blanks for the Executive Depart- 


ments, $30,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-fourth amendment: 

Page 37, line sixteen, strike out “ five,’ and insert in lieu 
thereof “ four ;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix foreach Member and Delegate in the first regular 
session of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $4,778 40. 


The Committee of, Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. ; ; 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 


Page 38, after line ten, insert: 
For contingent expenses of the Senate, namely: 
For compensation of three messengers appointed under 
beee of a resolution of the Senate of July 19, 1561, 


$3,600. 

For binding, $20,000. - 

For lithographing and engraving, $30,000. 

For stationery, $12,000. 

For reporting proceedings, $3,000. 

For Congressional Globe and Appendix, at the first ses- 
sion of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $6,184 20. 
gin clerks to committees, pages, horses, and carryalls, 

For miscellaneous items, $30,000. 

For Capitol police, $1,500. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 


Page 38, strike out lines eleven, twelve, thirteen, and 
fourteen, as follows : 
For expenses of the investigating committees of the 
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